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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


S Trade generally taken and 
underftood, hatk always been 
of great weight and confe- 
| quence to Governments, and 
_ Nations, fo we may venture to affirm 
that within the laft Two Ages, it 


hath made greater Alterationsin thefe 
places of the World then the Sword, 
-fince the Importations of Gold and Sil- 
ver, have in that time been capable of 
advanceing the price of the Labour and 
Induftry of the Tradeing Countrys in 
~Chriftendom, and confequently of all 
things produced thereby, to at leaft. 
Eight times what they were before the 
Year 1500, Sothataltho’ the Denomi- 
-Mations be ftillcontinued, yet the Eight 
pence of every Nation in Europe is vir- 
 tually,and really reduced to one,in fo far 
| K 2 ad 


. 
as not Recruited by. frefh Supplys at 
leaft of Seven from thofe JIxdian 
Mines. 

By this Negative or Comparative 
kind of Deftruction, it is, that we fee the 
Northernand feveral ether Nations of — 
Chriftendom Watted and Confumed 
in proportion to their Diftance from, 
or want of Accefs to this Fountain 
head ; Some whereof having fuffered 
more by this meer Atraction of Gold 
and Silver, within this laft Twe Hun- 
dred Years, then by all the weight and 


Imprefficn of Iron in thofe and many 


Ages before. 
But which is ftill more, this confum- 
ing Evil, is fo far from having, near or 


‘quire {pent it felt, as fome have weakly 
-and fondly imagined, that its ftull capable 


ofmaking, not only the like bug much 
ereater Alterations in the World then 
hitherto, 2 Demonftration of which if 
due and {peedy Care be nottaken, we 
of thefe Nations may to our over great 
Colt, and too dear bought Conviction; 
happen to have in a very little time. So 
that Princes and States, are not now as 


formerly only obliged to promote Tvade 


and 


C 
and Induftry, for thei Advantage, but 
even in their Defence, not only for their 
Benefit, but alfo of Neceffiry. 

This Nation hath felt more then its 
 fhare of the EfeGs of this N egative or 
| Comparative kind of Deftru@tion, but 
| efpecially fince the Removal of the Seat 
of its Government, in the Year 160 33 
_ Por fo far as we can at prefentLearn,in- 
_ flead of increafing in proportion to fome 

of its Neighbours, altho’ the Denomina- 
tions may be fomewhat advanced,ithath 
fince that time really loft above a third 
part of its People, and no lets then Six- 
teen in thirty of its other value about a 
_ Hundred Years ago,the Annual Medium, 

whereof,may have been above 150, 000 
Pound Sterling of the prefent Denomina- 
tion, and above Three Thoufarnd People 
Yearly, a great part of which dead lofs 
hath been drawn to, and Centred in 
Exglawd,as the Seat of our Government. 

Into this Condition haththis Nation 
been brought, by this loofe and Irre- 
gular tye of the Union of the Crowns, 
aftate whevein we are not confidered 
as Subjects, nor Allies, nor Friends, nor 
Enemies, but all of them, only when, 
| where 


where, how, and how long our Task. 
Matters pleafes ; To this we have been 
brought by that leis Fatuus, the Gay- 
ety and Splendor of a Court, by the In- 
fatuation whereof the laft Generation, 
like Intoxicated Fifhes and Birds ina 
maze, were not only brought to be fick, 
but even to be, in love with their 

Difeafe. | 
But however they have, or we may 
be ftilltaken with it, this is the Diftem- 
per whereof, our late Treatments are 
{o far from being Caufes in themfelves, 
that they were only effects and fymp- 
tomes of this, the which violent fymp- 
tomes, how uneafy foever to the Pati- 
ent for the time,yet have had this of Ad- 
vantage above others, that they have 
in fome meafure awakened and brought 
this Nation to a fenfe of its Difeafe. 
And it muft needs be confeft that 
confidering the Temper of this People, 
its truely ftrange, that all the Difadvan- 
tages they have layn under, and the 
Difdainful and’ Difrefpectiul Ufage 
they have met with, for near an Age 
topether, fhould never be able to bring 
them to any tolerable fenfe of Be 
~On- 


Condition, till now at laft their Task- 
Mafters came fo very much to ex- 
ceed thofe of Pharaoh, who altho’ in- 
deed they would not allow the I/rselites 
Straw for the making of their Bricks, 
yet do we not hear that ever they Pro- 
hibited their gathering of Stuble. 
 Butits hoped thisExtremity will now 
_ produce another, by proving the happy 
— occafion ol cenvinceing them, as well as 
us, of the Injuftice and Inequality of our 
Treatment, and how prejudicial it hath 
been, not only to the one, but to both 
Kingdoms, and confequently of pro- 
duceing fuchaFutureFriendfhip,as may 
_ be capable of Regaining in the nextAge, 
what hath been loft, by the mifunder- 
_ flandings of this. 

-_ In the mean time, the following 
_ Propofals or Scheme, for the Future 
Ordering andRegulating the Home and 
_ Foreign Trade and for Refunding our 
| Indian and African Company, is offered, 
_ that thereby this Kingdom,upon itsown 
_ Fund and Bottom,may be put in a hope- 
_ ful way of Regaining its lofles by the 
~ Union of the Crowns,or at leaft of bear- 
Ing fomewhat better up, againft thefe 
| two 


two Confuming Evils, the Atraétion of 
our Court, ifnot ina Foreign, at leaf — 
in another Country; and that of the © 


~ Indian Mines. 


Wherein it hath been Carefully En- 
deavoured to offer nothing, that hath 
not firft been Serioufly and Cautioufly 
Weighed, Confidered and Compared 
with the Praétice as well as the Reafon, 
there being none of the things hereby 
propofed,but what,or at leaft fomething 
equivalent,have been,and are at this day 
practifed with good fuccefs in one or 
other of the Trading Nations of Europe 
as can be made appear, when there 
fhall be occafion. But altho’ the 
Propofals and Scheme be defigned to 
be Comprehenfive for the Trade and 
Induftry of this Kingdom, and have 
been tolerably weighed and digefted, 
yet the fame time hath not fuffici- 
ently permited to inlarge upon the 
Reafons and Obfervations, but a little 
more time may poflibly produce an- 
other Edition with the Addition of fur- 
ther Obfervations and Reafons. 

And as what is here prefented, hath 
not been meerly writer for Speculation 

or 


| } 

or with a Defign either to Pleafe or 
 Difpleafe for the prefent, but rather for 
Bufinefs or Future Practice, its expected 
that the Reader who thinks him- 
'felf any way concerned, will not en- 
ter upon the whole or any part, 
with prejudice or prepofleffions but 
will carefully and induftrioufly Read 
_and Compare the parts with one an- 
other, and withthe whole, will confi- 
der the weight and confequence of the 
Things, and beas willing and induft- 
rious in finding out Equivalents, and 
Expedients, as to make Objections 
fince he may afure himfelf, that if 


defs then what .is here infifted on, 
could have been thought fufficient 
to Anfwer the End, lefs had been pro- 


| pofed, , . 

The Number of Thirteen, whereof 
the Prefident and Councellors of Trade 
| are Propoted to Confift, is only pitched 
—uponas futing beft wich the Conftitu- 
tion and the Nature of the Choice, 
—otherwife Seven cr Nine are found to 
be the moft convenient Numbers, for 
-fach fort of Bufinefs, for altho’ great 
|S ocieties be indeed very convenient to 
| win a. cep 


keep a Ballance, and for an Aw and 
Decorum to the Executive Power, yet 
arethey by no means fit for itthem- 
felves, as being alwayes too unwieldy 
and uncertain fora Management. 

And the main hazard in an Affair of 
this Nature, alwayes has been and ever 
will be, of a Rafh, Raw, Giddy and 
Headlefs Direction, and of Lofles, Em- 
bezlements and Negleéts, for which 
few will be the better, altho’? many 
may be the worfe, things in which it 
will not be eafy to make Rules, and 
much harder to caufe them to be ob- 
ferved,. : 

Wilful Fraud or Appearant Breach 
of Truft, will not only be far more 
eafily brought to Account, but much 
harder to be Committed, fince befides 
that the Men, may juftly be fuppofed 
fuch, as will be Known and Refpon- 
fible, their particular Trufts, will be 
but very Inconfiderable, fince the 
Money they have from time to time, 
will Naturally and of Courfe, be Com- 
mitted to the Cuftody and Care of 2 
Treafurer or Cafhier, who maybe 
ordered to give Security in proportion 

to 


to the weight of his Truft, and the 
Salary allowed. | 
“Sothaticmay be fafely afirmed,thae 
where a Peny fhall be in danger by 
wilful Fraud or Bankrupfie of Coun- 
cellors of ‘Trade, there will be at leatt 
Ten if nor ‘Twenty, fo by Tenorance, 
Prefumption and Negleé, and if, one 
may judge by the practice every 
Where, Infurance might fooner be 
found at one per cent per Annum, for the 
firft, then at Ten,perhaps then Twaty 
(per cent for the laft. 

“As thofe who fhall ripely confider this 
matter, will eafily find thatfuch a Di- 
rection ought not to be committed to an 
unwieldy, but to an eafy Society, to 
a number of Men, not only fpirited for 
their Work, buce who fhall wholly ap- 
ply and fetthemfelves apart to this very 
thing; fothey will eafily apprehend 
how dangerous and Deftru€tiveit mutt 
needs be, toadmit thofe, who inftead 
of being effiftant unto, may only prove 
a dead weight on the Induftry of the 
rett, fuch aswill be ept to ta'k much 
jand do little, find many Faults, but 
mend none, in Fine who are either fo 
PMY b: Igno- 


Ignora nt and helplefs, or fo fwayed and 

Biafed by their Paffions prepofleffions 
prejudices, Conceits and Humours, as 
at leaft in'Publick Affairs, to have more 
need of being Counfelled by,then to be 
Councellors to others, 

Rawnefs and Inexperience will by 
degrees wear off, and ee s will grow 
dayly eafier to the capable and willing 
Mind, for Bufinefs makes Men, as well 
as Men makes Bufinefs, but thefe whofe 
Hees are filled wi ch preocupations 
and prefumpticns, or have learned any 
thing wrong mile at leaft be learned 
twice, before they can ee comie to 

nderfland daright, or to be fit for buli- 
Lem ; fince like Sedomons Slugard,fuch 
are commonly * wifer im their own 
Conceits then Seven Men that. can render 
a Reafon. 

Not only the ordinary difpatch, and 
cour bit even the more extraordi- 
nary ae savy and furprifing Difficulties, 
and. difappointments in Bufinefs, doth - 
contribute exceeding to the making,and 
qualifying of S Men,and as they are natu- 
ly the ableft and moft vigorousBodys, 
Or Pine et with the moft, : and itrong- 


eft 


eer) 
eft Exercifesin their Youth, fo the beft 
braveft and moft capable Spirits and 
genius’s have ever been formed, and 
cultivated by Difficulties, and not 
only the Spirits, of particular Men ; 
| But likewile the greateft and brav- 
eft Nations, and the moft Noble 
and Famous Defigns that ever were, 
have beenas it were begotten by neceffi- 
ty, and raifed from the depth of Duith- 
—cultys: We fee that in times, and with 
~ Men who had a much more immediat 
hand of theAlmighty upon them,even to 
fuchas Jo/cph,Mo/es, Gideon, David, and 
many others, the Exercife of Troubles 
Difapointments and Afflictions were 
found to be indifpenfably neceflary. 
And as we need not doubt, but both 
the Succefs and Genius of the Ro- 
mans, and other Famous Nations have 
been chiefly owing tothe nature variety 
and Exercifes of their Difficulties; fo 
we need not look Abread for particu- 
lar inftances, fince ourown Hiftorys 
arefo ample inthis matter, whereby 
we may find, that all our greateft Men 
beft things, braveft ACtions,and happi- 
efttimes, have not only fucceeded junto 


but 


but 4s it were) fprung out of fome “re 
markable preceeding Difapointments, 
Difficultys, Calamitys, or Affictions. 

But altho” a Great and Capable Ge- 
mus, be a kind of Metal, that can 
never be fo well Tempered, as by,and 
in the Furnace of Affliction, yet the 
meaner and more Abjeét fort of Spirits, 
inftead of being better, or further Im- 
proved, are rather the more Depreft 
and Crufht thereby, inftead of grow- 
ing more Wife, Prudent, Patient, Con- 
ftant , Careful, Diligent , Meck and 
Hafy,in themelves and with others,they 
become more Hardned, Prefumptious, 
Conceited Rafh, Unthinking and Un- 
eafy, or otherwife more Mean, AbjeG, 
Carelefs, Headlefs and Stupid. 

As not afew of thefe laft Humours 
and Difpofitions, have Reigned in this 
Nation, for nearan Age, fo itshopéd; 
our late Difapointments and Difficuls 
ties,smay now havefuificiently Awakned~ 
and madeus Senfible of our Condition, 

And thatthe many and various Exer-~ 
cifes, we have lately met with, will have 
the better, and not the contrary effet, & ' 
prove only neceflary Preparatives the 

better 


| C2 
better.to fit the People of this Kingdom 
for, fome Glorious Succefs “to come, 
to Ballance their Spirits, to bring: them 
_to.a.due Decorum, and thus the better to 
-iearn them,notto Difpair in Adverfity, 
nor to Prefume in Profperity. 
|. That after a Lethargy of near an 
Age, they will now be Effectually 
-Roufed up, and that on this occafion, 
their Senfe and Genius, in matter of 
Trade, fhall be capable of mounting 
domewhat higher then the aping a 
few of the Worft, Meaneft and moft 
Pernicious, fhifts and Miftakes of fome 
of our Trading Neighbours,that contra- 
ry wile,our hearts will be inlarged in pro- 
“portion tothe weight and confequence 
of what we have in hand,and the favour- 
able, occafions that offer at Homeand 
Abroad;that ourMaximes and principles 
‘gnypoint of ‘Trade, may beevery way as 
reafonable and generous as were thofe of 
theRomans in pointof Empire, thatthe 
National Care, and Oeconomy hereb 
propofed, may be eftablifhed; that by 
the meansthereof, we may have theGlo- 
‘ry.as wellas the Coméort, of taking more 
care of. the next Generation, then the 
| lait 


laft has done of us, and of puting our 
Country ina way, of Regaining in the 
next Century, what it has loft in this. 


Edinburgh Decem- 
ber 31/f 1700. 
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-Conttituting a Council of Trade. 
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Ince upon due Confideration, it tropont r 

will be found impoffible to put or‘r,cin"4 
the Home and Forreign Indu- 
| ftry of this Kingdom, upon 
—afolid or fteady foot of future Improve- 
ment; by any other Means, than a 
National Council of Trade, adapted to 
this very thing, and who may be 
cloathed with Power and Means, pro- 
portionable to the greatnefs of the 
Work. It as therefore propofed. 


A uff, That 


Aiticle 


( 2 
vst. That a Can) of Trade, and 
Coart-Merchant, confitting of a Pre- 
(ident, to beannually appointed by His 
Majelty,; and of twelve Councellors, 
three whereof, to be chofen by the 


Eftate of Nobility, three by the Eftate of 


Baroas, Three by the Eftate of Bur- 
rvoughs, and Three by the Council-Gene- 
ral ofthe Izdianand African Company, 
may be conftituted by Parliament. 

2. Thar only fuch of the Nobility, 
Barons, and Burroughs, as are, or fhall 
be Members of Parliament, and cap 
able to fit in Parliament; may be qua- 
lified co Vote or have Suffrage in Ele- 
étions of Councellors of Trade: And 
that in the Intetvalls between the Diffo- 
lution of one Parliament, and the Ele- 
tion of another. The Members ofthe 
preceeding Parliament, may allways 
be the Electors. 

3 That the major part of the refpe- 
Ctive Eftates of Nobility, Barons, Bure 
roaghs, and of the Council-General of 
the Indian and African Company, Cand 
notfewer ) may make a Quorum at the 
firft, and every fuch Ele&tion: And that 
no abfent Votes may be admitted. 

4, That 


ge) 
4 Thatthe faid refpelive Claffes or 
Colledges of Ele&tion, may not at any 


time choofe one of their number, to be 


_ Councellor of Trade; unlefstwo Thirds 


at leaft of the EleGtors do concur in the 


Choice; but that otherwife the feveral 
Elections may be made by majority of 


| Votes, to be taken by Scroll sand Scru- 


tiny. 
5 That no Prefident of the Couzeil 


of Trade, may continue fuch for longer 


than a year: And that one in every 
Three of the Councellors of Trade, may 


be annualy lefcout and others choten in 


their place and room by their refpective 
Conftituents, the Dayes and Place of 
Meeting to be appointed by the Cozzeil 
of ‘rade: And that fuch Vacancies as 


may happen in the faid Cowzcil of Trade 


by Death, or other means: may like- 
wife be filled up by their Refpective 
| Conftituents from time to time. 


6 That it may be ftrictiy recommen- 
ded, andenjoined by His Maje/fy, and 
the Ejfates of Parliament, that the per- 


fons who {hall be nominated or chofen 
for Prefident, and Councellors of Trade 


{rom timetotime, may be Men of Truth, 
A 2 Courage, 


Courage, and of known and approved 

Integrity, and good Morals, not cove- 

tous mean Spirited, or of narrow Difpo- 

fitions, but endued with a reafonable 

meafure of Underftanding and largenefs 

of Heart, without which no Man ever 

yet was orindeed poffibly can be to 

much astollerably fir for a publick Im- 

ploymentor Truft. And that they may 

likewife be fuch as fundamentaly, at 
leaft underftand Avithmetich and Ac- 
compts; and who haye an Inclination 

and genius, forthe knowledge and {tu- 

dy of matters relating to Trade,and im- 
provements and who are unwearied in 

their induftry and application. 

7 That, any fixof the Council of 
Trade, together with their Prefident, 
may make a Quorum or that Eight of 
the Council may make a Quoram with- 
out him: Wherein they fhall proceed by 
majority of Votes,and the Prefident fhall 
only have a cafting Vote. 

8 Thatthe Prefident, and Couzcellors 
ofTvadenorany ofthem for the time 
they are {uch may be capable of holding 
any place of Profite or Truft in the Go- 
vernment; nor ofreceiving. any Penfion, 
Gift, 


| C5) 
Gift, or Honour off His Majetty; but 
that their time and thoughts may be 
wholly imployed and taken upas Coza- 
cellors of Trade ; without having or be- 
ing-capable of any other office, place 
or dependance whatfoever. 
go Thatthe Prefident and Council of 
‘Trade, may be Accountable for their 
Receipts, Paymentsand all their other 
proceedings from time to time, to His 
Majefty and the Eftates of Parliament ; 
wherein if they or any of them fhall be 
found guilty of wilful Injuftice, Fraud, 
‘or apparent breach of Truft, or of wil- 
fulImbezling Mifapplying or Divert- 
‘ing any part of the Moneys or Natio- 
nal Fund, intrufted withthem; That 
the Offender or Offenders therein, may 
Forefeit Triplethe Sum or Sums fo mif- 
applyed or diverted, and become for 
ever after Incapable of profecuting any 
fuit of Law, or of being Tutor or Cu- 
-ratortoany Child; or an Executor or 
Adminiftrator, or to receive any Le- 
-gacy or Gift, or to make any Difpofi- 
tion, laft willor Teftament, or to hold 
any office or place of truft or profite, in 
this Kingdom; And that his SES 
| Wl 


Propofal 2 

ofthe Fund 
ef theCoun 
cil of Trade. 


Alticle 
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will be pleafed gracioufly, to conde- | 
fcend, and confent, that no part of this 
punifhment may be pardoned, or re-| 
mitted by his Majefty, his heirs or fuc-| 
cefiors, without advice and confent of | 
Parliament. | 
to. That before they enter upon | 
their refpettive trufts or Adminiftrati- 
Re the Prefident and Councellors of Trade, | 
may be oblieged to take the Oath of 
Allegiance, anda Solemn Oath for the 
jutt, “due, dilligent and faithful Dif- ; 
charge, of their re{pective duties and , 
Trutts, 
_ 2. The more effectually to enable the | | 
Council of Trade to recover, retrieve, 
promote and carry on the Home and | 
Forreign Tvade of this Kingdom. 
1. Thata duty of one Fortieth part 
of the value ofall Lands, Rents, Hovw- , 
fes, Money goods or effe&ts whatfoever, | 
that any one ‘thal fucceed unto by Law, 
provifion, Teftament or otherwife, ; 
Lands and Rents, to be reckoned at , 
Twenty Years purchafe, Houtes and | 
other things in proportion to the repairs, , 
rifques damages by Fireand other de- ; 
falcations, may be granted to the faid _ 
Council 


7 || 
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(X78) 
Council of Reise: for and dureing the 
Terme of Twenty Years. 
2. That there be likewife granted to 
the faid Couwseil of Trade, one Fortieth 
part of the price or value of all Lands, 
Rents, Houfes, or Ships, fold or alie- 
mated; And likewife of all other effets 
that fhall be fold by publick Roupe in 
this Kingdom for the faid term of 
Twenty Years. 
_ 3. Uhatthere be alfo a duty of one 
Portieth part of the value of all Manufa- 
tures to be made in this Kingdom; As 
ikewife ofall Fifh falted or Cured payed 
tothe faid Council of Trade in confidera- 
tion of their Mark, Seal or other appro- 
pation to the goodnefs and fufficiency 
thereof, for and dureing the faid Term 
pt Twenty Years. 
| 4. That the late Bifhops Lands, 
Reis and incomes, the General Poft- 
Office, the Waft Landsand cafual reve- 
nues ofthe Crown, together withall 
Fines, Forefeitures and penalties, ac- 
cruing to his Majefty his heirs and Suc- 
ceflors, be alfo granted to the faid 
Council of Trade for the faid Term of 
Lwenty Years. 


—— 


7. Uhat 


(8%) 
s. That one Twentieth part of the| 
grounds of, or Sumes fued for in all Pro-| 
ceffes or Suites ofLaw; or the value} 
where the fame fhall not be in Money 
be,by the party or parties who fhall be/! 
found lyable in expences, payed to! 
the faid Council of Trade for the faid| 
Term of Twenty Years. | 
6. That all Gifts, Charities, and/ 
Mortifications already given, or to be’ 
given, and appropriated to the Poor, | 
or for Charitable ufes, befor ever here-! 
after received, {upervifed, ordered and | 
applyed by the Codacil of Trade. 1 
7. That oneTenth part of all Wheat, 
Rye, Peafe, Barley, Bear, Malt, and | 
Oats confumed within this Kingdom, | 
be likewife allowed to the faid Cenc: 
of Trade, for the Term of Twenty’ 
Years ; Butthat it be alwayes at the 
Fleétion of the parties concerned, to- 
giveand pay thefaid Tenths in good . 
and fufficient Corn of the feveral forts 
Refpeétively, or as an equivalent to pay | 
the following Rates in Money. That 
is to fay, Wheat at the rate of Thirty 
pence fterling per Boll, Rye and Peafe | 
at Eighteen, Barley, Bear and Malt at 
Fifteen, 


g) 
| -Eifteen,and Oats at Ten pence frerling per 
Boll. 

8. That the faid Duties on Corn 
may be Collected at the Refpetive Kills 
and Mills of this Kingdom, at the Ele- 
tion of the Couneilof Trade, and that all 
-perfons may be obliged to bring their 
Corn, that is to be made in Meal or Male 
to the publick Kills and Mills, or other- 
wayes compound for having the fame 
- ground at home by Hand-Mills or other- 
ways at the Difcretion ofthe faid Coas- 
cilof Trade; andthat Deduétion or Al- 
lowancefor this Tenth Share or Duty, 
may be made toallperfons, who are o- 
_bliged to pay Corn, after the fame fhall 
be made into Meal or Male by former 
— Contract. 

g. Thatover and above the faid Du- 
ties, Impofitions, Giits and Incomes, 
the Ward-holdings belonging to His 
_ Majefty, may be vefted in the faid 
| Council of Trade, to be by them, Sold to 

the beftadvantage, and the Sums raifed 
_ thereby added to the before mentioned 
- Durys, provided always, that che Re- 
_ fpettive vaflals may have the preemp- 
} tion. 


B to. That 
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io. Thata Sum not exceeding the 
Sum of Ten Hundred Thoufand Poxads 
feerlisa, may, by way of Anticipation, 
be taken up and borrowed by the faid 
Council of Trade, upon the Credit and 
Security of thefaid feveral Funds. 

11. Thatthis Fund, or any Obliga- 
tions, Affignements or Anticipations 
thereupon, may notbe lyable to any 


Confifcation, Seizure, Forfeiture, Ate - 


tachment, Arreft Reftraint or Prohi- 
bition for or by reafon of any Imbargoe, 
breach of the Peace, Letters of Mark, 
or Reprizal, or Declaration of War 
with any Forreign Prince, Potentator 
State, or upon any other account or pre- 
tence Whatfoever. 

That the faid Fund to be granted 
tothe Council of Trade be ordered and 
applyed inthe following manner. 

rf, That the Sum of Four Hun- 
dred Thoufand Pounds Sterling part 


of the faid Fund be given, allowed — 


and appropriated, to promote and carry 
on the Forreign Trade of this King- 
dom, in the following manner. That 
in the firft place, So much thereof, as 
fhall be neceffary for that purpoleyy 

€ 


(au y 
be given and applyed to repay the Pro- 
- prietors of the Indean and African-Compa- 
ny, theSum they have Advanced, Loft 
and Expended in profecuting their De- 
figns of Forreign Trade, and_ that the 
remainder of the faid Sum of Four Hun- 
- dred Thoufand Pounds Sterling bead- 
ded, and putin to the Joynt-Stock and 
Capital Fund of the faid African and In- 
 dian-Company for the ule, and at the Dil- 
~ pofal of the Council of Trade, but under 
the Management and Dire@tion of the 
Court of Directors, andthe care and in- 
— fpection of the C ouncil-General of the 
— faid Company. 
9, Thatthe Proprietors of the faid I 
dian and African Company,or any of them. 
from a Day to beappointed, have Liber- 
ty on demand, to withdraw or receive 
back their principal Money, out of the 
{aid Joynt-Stock upon their Affignment, 
or Transferring their Right to the Cews- 
cil of Trade, or theit Appointment ; SO 
as the principal Money payed in by 
particular Proprietors in the Capital 
Fund of the faid Company, may trom 
thenceforeward be at, and upon the 
rifque of the Kingdom ; And only abe 
baz or 
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of the Intereft or forbearance at that of 
the particular Proprietors thereof; But 
foas it be alwayes underftood, that the 
Stock which fhall oncebelong unto, or 
be Pransterred to the Council of Trade, 
may not from thenceforeward be Re- 
transferred, or alienated tothe firft Pro- 
prictors, orany other: But remain as 
part ofthe National Fund vefted in the 
faid Council of Trade, as the Truftces 
thereof. 

3. Thata Sum of Four Thoufand 
two hundred Pounds sterl. per annum 
other part of the faid Fund, in the hand 
and management of the Coanecil of Trade, 
be fet apart and appropriated for Sal- 
Jarys tothe Prefidenc, and the reft of the 
Members of the faid Coancil of Trade, 
at the rate of Six Hundred Pounds ster- 
ling per annum, for the Prefident, and 
Three Hundred Pound fterling per Man 
for the reft of the Councellors, over and 
above their Travelling Charges, Poftage 
of Letters, and fuch like Expences; But 
thatthe famebe only allowed them in 
proportion to their attendance, and the 
part of the Sallarys belonging to the Ab- 
jentees to bealwayes divided amongit 

thofe 
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chofe who fhall be prefent and attend- 
ing. Provided neverthelefs that. the 

Councill of Trade may from time to time 

Fine, or otherwayes proceed againit 

any of their Members for Non-atten- 

dance as they fhallfee Caule, over and 

above the ftoping and dividing his or 

their Sallarystor every default. 

4, That the Councilof Trade may lik- 

-wayes, out ofthe Fund in their Hands, 
‘pay the Expences of the Refpettive 

Eleétors of the faid Council, at their fe- 
veral yearly Meetings, for that purpofe, 
at the rateof Twelve pence flerl. per 
‘Mile, foreward, and backward, from 
and tothe places of their abode, to all 
‘fuch of them asfhall have their dwell- 
ings above Twenty Miles from the City 
of Edinburgh, or place of Meeting ; and 
lilkeewife Ten Shillings flerling per Man 
“por Day, to every one of the EleCtors 
for notabove Six Dayes to be allowed 
for any one EleGion. | 

.-s. That the Sum of Two Thoufand 
pounds flerling per Annum may be, by 
the Direéfors of the Indian and African 
Company, beftowed upon Allowances 
for the Attendanc of their Courts of Di- 
vectors 


| 
| 
| 
I 
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Direétors, C eit and Commit-|, 
tees, over and above their Travelling) 
Charges, Poftage of Letters, and fuch! 
like Expences: And that fuch atten-| 
dance may be themore regular, and! 
the Company the better, and the more! 
diligently ferved; The Council General | 
of the faid Corspany fhall, and may re- 

duce the prefent number of the Court! 
of Directors to that of Twenty; But, 
the number of the Members of the Cozz- 
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Directors, or Council-General be like- | 
wayes Impowered to Fine, or other- 
Wwayes proceed againft any of their 
Members, befides the ftoping and di- 
viding their RefpeCtive Allowances in 
proportion totheir Non-attendance. | 
6. hat the remainder of the Money | 
that 


Pan 


| One 

that {hall or may arife by the faid 

(everal Funds, whether the fame fhall 

come by Anticipation or otherwile, 

be applyed and employed by the Coua- 

cil of Trade agreeable and purfuant tO ;,ooofa 4, 
che following Powers and Inftructions. Cor 


4 powers and. 
xf. That the faid Council by the intenenoes 
| ‘ of th 
name of the Council of Trade of the C seater 


— 


Trade. 


Kgagdom ofScotland, may have the ihintise 
Powers, Immunities and Priviledges o 
a Body Politique and Corporat with 
perpetual fucceffion, have a common 
Seal, and for andon half of this King- 
‘dom, power to purchafe and alienate 
‘Lands, Tenements, and other Goods 
or Efieis whatfoever to Adminifter 
-Oaths,and to do and execute every thing 
that to a Body Politique or Corporat, 
dothor oughtto belong. And likewile 
‘to have and Execute all the Powers of 
 Admirality, and ofa Court-Merchiant of 
this Kingdom, and by themfelves or o- 
- thers deputed by them,to hear and deter- 
mine all Caufes andThings relating to 
- 'Trade,or of the Sea, between the Kings 
| Majefty,HisHeirs andSucceffors,and the 
- Marchants or Mariners, and alfo be- 


cween or relating to Merchantsor Mari- 
ners 
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| ) | 
ners; And to Judge therein by the|, 
Law-Merchant, and that of the Sea, as |, 
known and practifed in the moft con 


fiderable Trading-Countreys, and Citys | 


of Chriftendom;And that no other Court | 
or Council of | this Nation may for the |. 


Future, have power to Judge or take | 
Cognifcance of Matters ot or relating to | 


Trade, or of the Sea. 


2. ‘lo have power,under their Seal to. 


delegat and appoint fuch other Per- 


fon or Perfons as they fee meet to , 
Judge and determine in matters and ‘ 


things of or relating to Trade, and the 
Seain any of the ports or places ia this 
Kingdom, provided alwayes that an 
Appeal may lye to the faid Council of 
Trade, or Court-Merchant in all Cau- 
fes, where the matter in queftion fhall 
be of the value of One Hundred Pownds 
Sterling or upwards. ‘To appoint, re- 
eulat, and fettle the Fees of Advocats, 
Clerks, or other Officers belonging to 
things in their Jurisdiftion, and gene- 
rally to have all the Priviledges and 


Powers ofa Court of Judicature and 


Record of this Kingdom. 
3- Phat the Cowneil of Trade may be 
Impow- 


— == 
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Impowred to purchafe or build Work- 
houfes; And likewife to purchafe and 
procure all other Means and Materials 
for Imploying,Releiving and Maintain- 
ing the Poor, and for Encouraging, pro- 
moting and encreafing the Manufaéto- 
ries and Fifheries of this Kingdom, to 
Build and Ere& Granarys for the well- 
keeping Stores and Quantities of Corn 
in allfuch places of this Kingdom, as 
they fhall Judge neceflary ; And from 
time to time to buy up,and keepat a re- 
gular rate, the feveral growths and Ma- 
nufactures of this Kingdom, fo as the 
Poor in particularmay not be impofed 
upon nor oppreft by extream Cheap- 
nefs, or want of Money for their Work 
onthe one Hand, northe Nation in ge- 
neral by extream Dearth on the other. 

4, To have power. to add unto or 
allow Ten per cent, or {uch other pro- 
portion as they fhall fee juft and need- 
ful tothe Joynt-Stocks of all Companys 
‘or Societies for Manufactures, and to 
all Ships, Equipages and Veflels im- 
ployed or to be imployed in the Fifh- 
‘ings ofthis Kingdom without expe&a- 
j} tion of Intereft er dividend; But to 
| Cc have 


i 
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have fecurity for repayment of the prin- 
cipal Money, when the Refpettive| 
Parties concerned fhall divide or with-| 
draw fuck Joynt-Stocks,or fhall ceafe any | 
more to employ fuchShip or Ships Vedfel 
orVeflels in the Fifheries, & generally, to| 
give and grant fuch other Encourage-| 
ments Gratuitys, and Rewards, as they | 
fhall think cequifice for,and towards the ; 
promoting or enlarging the Trade and | 
Induftry of this Kingdom. | 


5. That the faid Council or Trade,’ 
may not only be the General Receivers, | 


i\ 


and Applyers of the Charity of this, 


Kingdom, butthat they may alfo give, 
grant and befltow fuch Charitable Gifts 
andAlowances,as they fhall fee needful 
from time to time. ‘That they may be’ 
impowered to correct and reprefs Nu- | 
fances tomake, Ere&t,Regulat, Mend, } 
Repair or maintain High-ways, Streets, | 
Bridges, Harbours, Docks and Wharts | 
for Shipping, Boats, or Veflels, or any ° 
other Publick Works or Conveniences 
*whatfoever. 

6 Thatitbe declared, That theCri-_ 
minal Judges have power to change the . 
punifhment of Death in cafes of Theft, , 

to 


i 
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to the payment of Fourfold, one half 
to the party injured,and the other tothe 
‘Council of Trade,and to be condemn- 
ed to hardLabour for the fpace of Three 
Years ; or otherways, if he, fhe or they 
have not tofatiffiefor the Theft, that 
then and in proportion, to the nature 
of the Crime or Damage done, fuch 
Thief or Thieves may be further con- 
demned to hard Labour for any time 
not exceeding Six Yearsmore, and dur- 
ing either or both thefe Termes to be 
under the dire&tion, and at the difpofal 
of the Council of Trade. 

7. Thatall Bribery, Cheating or de- 
figned Cheating wilfull Banckrupfie, 
and fraud may be Tryed, Judged, and 
Determined by the Council of Trade, 
and by them be punifhed as Theft ; But 
that contrarywife, if upon Legal Sum- 
jmons, or demand a Debtor, fhall: juft- 
ly and faithfully deliver and affign over 
to the ufe of his, or her Creditor, or 
Creditors, all his orher Eftate,Goods, 
Effets, Books, Papers and Accompts, 
and that if icdoes appear, that fuch De- 
-bitor, hath or doth defign to be Juft 
and Honeft to the beft of his or her pow - 
: @y4 er, 


20.) 
er, fuch Debtor may by the Council 
of Trade, be from thence foreward dil- 


charged from Imprifonment, or orher. | 


Perfonal Confinement. 

8. Thatthe Council of Trade may 
likewife have power, to feize and com- 
pell, all fuch perfons as fhall be found 


Begging, and under the Age of Twen- 


ty Years, to Work until they fhall come 
to be of the Age of Twenty Three 
Years, and all fuch asfhall be of the 
Age of Twenty Years or upwards, for 
the {pace of Three Years, and all forts 


of Vagabonds, or Idle Perfons for a ; 


reafonable proportion of time,according 


tothe nature of their feyeral offences; » 


and thatallfuch perfons as fhall ftand 
condemned or compelled to Work at 
the publick Works, may by the Coun- 
cilot Trade be imployed at Home or A- 


broad, by Seaor by Land, or their per- | 
fons and Services may be transferred, | 
Afigned or Difpofed ofto others, atthe ; 
diicretion of the faid Council of Trade. | 

g- Uhatthey may be fpecially im+— 


powered to regular and reduce to an E- 
quality,all Weights and Meafures ; And 
likewife to punifh all Frauds and 

| Cheats 


—s 
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‘Cheats therein, or in the making up, 

or Vending the Growths,Manufattures, 

or Fifhings of this Kingdom: And like- 

-wayes to oblige the parties concerned, 

to paythe Fortieth part of the value 

for Regulation, and if need be to take 

the Councils Mark or Seal upon fuch 
‘Goods and Commodities, upon Forfei- 
ture of fuch Commodities, and the va- 
ue thereof, the one halfto the Infor- 
‘mer; andthe other tothe Council of 
Trade; and that they alfo may beim- 
powered to allow a fhare of not ex- 
ceeding one Moity, of the Fines, For- 
feitures and Penaltys, to all other In- 
formers in any cafe or cafes whatfoc- 
ver. 

10. That the faidCouncil of Trade 
may have fullpower totake off, and 
publickly difpence with all iuch re- 
ftraints and prohibitions, Menopolvs, 
Preemptions or Exclufions, whether 
made, impofed or granted by Act of Par- 
lament or otherwife, as they fhall from 
ime totime judge prejudicial to the im- 
provement or progrefs of the Trade 
~orinduftry of this Kingdom, alwayes 
giving juit and reafonable fatisfafion 

to ' 


| 
| 
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to theperfons or Societies interefted or 

concerned as the cafe fhall require. 
rr. Tohave powertolay on, impo- 
fe, collet and receive fuch Datys and 
Impofitions, as they {hall fee meet, upon 
allfuch forreign Fifbing Ships, Boats 
or Veffels, as fhall from time to time, 
come toan Anchorin any ofthe Creeks, 
Bays, Harbours or places in this King 
dom, or the Iflands thereunto belong- 
ing. 
Bo To be Impowered to nominate 
and appoint Confuls, Refidents, or A- 
gents,to refide inany fuch Forreign Ci- 
tys or Nations, as they may judgemeet | 
and convenient: And that by the Ad- 
vice, and at the Requeft of the faid | 
Council of Trade, His Mayjefty, His 
Heirsand Succeffors, will from time to 
time be pleafed gracioufiy to grant fute- 
able Commiffions and InftruCtions, to 
fuch Confuls,  Refidents, or Agents: ; 
And that they may have allthe Powers, — 
Priveledges,and Advantages,whichare _ 
ufually allowed to Confuls, Refidents, — 
or Agents, of other Nations. | 
13. That all Forreigners whoare , 
Proteftants, and all Merchants or o- 
thers 


) 


thers of the Jewifh-Nation, who {hall 
come to inhabite in this Kingdom, u- 


pon their taking the Oath of Allegi- 
ance; or upon Scruple of taking of 
Oaths, their making an equivalent 
Declaration, to be true and faithful to 
His Majefty His Heirs and Succeflors 


before the Couzeil of Trade, or fuchas 
fhall be deputed by them; and thei 
Payment ofthe Sum of Twenty Shillizgs 
“Sterling, to have the fame recorded ; 
/may have Liberty to purchafe Lands, 
Rents, or Hereditaments, and enjoy all 


other Priveledges, of His Majefties na- 


tural born Subje&ts: And likewife. for 


their further Encouragement, that they 
may befree, of all allmanner of Taxes, 


for the firft feven Years of their abode 
in this Nation: And that the Cozneil 
of Trade may be Impowered to grant 
and allow reafonable and convenient 
—Stipends to allfuch foreign Proteftant 
- Minifters, as {hall cometo have a Con- 


sregation, to which ‘I'wenty or more 


Adult Perfons {hall or may belong; 


provided neverthelefs, that none ofthe 


faid Forreigners fo naturalized, may 
} fettle to inhabite in any of the Iflands 


bur 


AREY a PRE Pe Ps eet 
Serie pee SI Ee 


( 24 ) 
but only upon the main Continent of 
this Kingdom, withourexprefs licence 


and Permiffion of the. Council of Trade. 


14. That the Coynage of Gola and | 


Silver, at His Majetties Mint, may for 


the future’ be free, and without any, | 
maner of abatement Expence or al- [ 


lowance by, or from the Proprietors 
thereof: Andthat all fuch Moneys as 
are now current, and im weight, fine- 
nefs or both under, the Standard of this 
Kingdom, may be calledinand recoyn- 
ed; and that. no moneys may. trom 
henceforward be current in this King 
dom; but ascorrefpondent to the Stand- 
ard thereof, in weight and finenefs ; 
and that the weight finenefs or Deno- 
minations, of the Money of this 
Kingdom may not hereafter be. al- 
tered without advice and Confent of 
Parliament: | And that the General Di- 
rection and Infpe&lion of tke Mint, 


may be committed to the Cowzeil of 


Trade. 

15. Thatno Mine orMineral inthis 
Kingdom, may be accounted a royal 
Mine unlefs there be plainly a much 


greater value of Gold or Silver to be © 


CX- 
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-extraéted therfrom, then of any 
other metal, and that only a Tenth 
part of the Royal Mines, may for 
the future, go to and belong to 
His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, 
and the reft to belong and remain to 
the Proprietor or Proprietors, of the 
foil, and that the Improvement of the 
Mines and Minerals of this Kingdom 
beinaparticular manner recommended 
tothe care and infpeCtion of the Coun- 
cil of Trade. 

16. That the Council of Trade may 
have power to take intotheir Service, 
and pay all fuch Officers and Servants,as 
they fhall, and may from time to time 
Judge needful, and tomakeand execute 
all neceflary Rules Orders and Or- 
dinances, for the better ordering 
and management of all fuch Perfons 
and things as fhallbe in, or fubje& to 
their Service, Pay, Care, Truft or Di- 
rection. 

17. That they may fiom time to 
time think, and confider of all fuch 
| Laws, Cuftoms, Orders and Ulages, 
-asthey may judge prejudicial to the 
tothe Trade and Induftry ofthis Nati- 
| Dp on: 
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26 
on: Together with fuch Propofalsand || 
Regulations, as they fhall think may | 
be advantageous thereunto, and Report | 
thefarne, as well as their other proceed- 
ings, and progrefs to His Majelty, and 
the Eftates ofthis Kingdom, as their 
Conftituents at every Meeting of Par- 
lament. 

And fince in order to the making way 
for the growth of Trade and the pro- 
grefsofthe Induftry of this Kingdom, 

vronotil eA HLEDE abfolutely neceflary, that the 
oicufons weight of the prefent Duties and Im- 
and Impets : ! 
Hons on pofitions on Forre:gn Trade, fhould be 

Foneign partly removed, and partly otherwite 


difpofed and regulated. In order to | 
which it is Propofed. 
Article if. Thatall manner of Dutiesor Im- ? 


pofitions on Growths, Products, Goods 

or other Merchandizes to be exported 

from any the ports or places of this King- 

dom, may be taken oil, excepting one 
per cent. of thevalne, by the name of 
Entry- Money only. 

2. That allfech growths and pro- 
duéts of other Countrys as are and fhall 
be proper to be Manufactured or Milior- 
ated in this Kingdom, may be ey } 

m- 
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Imported without paying any duty, ex- 
cepting only one per cent of the value by 
the name of entry-Money. 

3. Thatthe prefent dutys and Impo- 
_ fitions on all manner of Forreign Li- 
quors and Commodities not fit to be 
. Manufactured or Meliorated inthisKing- 
_ dom, among which Sugar and Tobacco 
to bereckoned, may be doubled; Bat 
in order to lay the fame as muchas po- 
flible by way of Excife or upon the 
-confumption, andaslitle uponthe M er- 
chantand Navigation as may be that 
there may be a term of T'welveMoneths 
_at leaft given to the Merchants or other 
Importers,who ftall give fecurity forthe 
‘paymentofthe duty or the Exportation 
thereof within the limited Term,  al- 
-wayesallowing and paying on per cent 
ofthe value by the name of*€ntry-Mo- 
one 


4. Thata difcomptatthe rate of Ten 
‘per cent per annum may be allowed tothe 
Merchants or other Importers who fhall 
pay inthe duty for goods Imported be- 
fore it fhall become due deducting al- 
Ways one per cent of the waiue by the 
Dame ofentry.Money 

! D2 5. That 
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s. That, excepting only the afore- | 


faid dutys,the Trade, Navigation,Ship- 


ing and Fifhings ofthis Nation, may be } 


difcharged of, and be for ever free of all 


manner of dutysand Impofitions due 


and payable to his Majefty, his heirs and 
Succeffors or any other whatfoever ; pro- 


vided always that the Couxci of Trade | 


may fromtime to time, fettle regulate 


and appoint all fuch rates as Ships or | 


veflels {hall pay for hight Houfes and 


pilotage; And likewife appoint and | 
fettle all fuch rates as fhall be payed for : 


wharfage or otherShoar-dues in the {e- 
veral placesof this Kingdom. | 

6. That the prefent Farm or Tack 
ofthe Cuftoms be broken, and that the 
faid Impofitions of Forreign Excife 


and entty-Money ; may never herafter : 


beleafedout, or let tofFarm; Without » 


the advice and confent of Parliament. 
And wheras it has ever been the 
practice of the beft regulated and moft 
confiderable Trading Nations to grant 
the dutys upon Exportations and Im- 
portations, Shiping and Navigation, 
only in Confideration and towards the 
protection of Forreign Trade. And 
: fince 


—_ pm 


a ——— — 


4 


fince by this Union ofthe Crowns, and 
therwith the removal of the Imperial 
| feat of the Government, this Kingdom, 
hath been, and ftillcontinuesto be, de- 
prived of it’s ftrength at Sea, and other 
ordinary means of protecting and fup- 
porting the trade and navigation therof. 
Wherefore and for the more effectual fe- 
curing of the Trade and Indufiry ofthis 
Nation from prejudices and difcourage- 
ments from Porreigners and Forreign in- 
fluence intime tocome, itis propofed 
that the forefaid Forreign Excife or 
duties upon Exportation, Importation 
and entry-Money,may byParliament be 
Eftablifhed and from hence foreward 
underftoodto be a Fund of fecurity for 
the Porreign Tradeof this Kingdom in 
the following manner and to the pur- 
\pofes after mentioned. 
iff. Vhathis Mayefty will be graci- 
oully pleafed,to declare and conient in 
Parliament, that all Embaffadors, En- 
voys, Refidents. Confuls or Agents of 
his Majefty, ‘his heirsor Succeffors, fhall 
from hencetoreward own,countinance 
andforward thejuft and lawfulTreaties 
jor defignes of Trade, of the indian and 
| African 


Article 


je 
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African Company, or of any particular So- 


ciety, Merchant or Perfon of or belong. | 
ing tothis Kingdom; And that if, con- | 
trary toall juftand reafonable expe@ati- | 
on, any fuch Embafladors, Envoys. Re- |: 


fidents, Confulsor Agents: fhall upon 
or under pretence of orderor warrant 


from his Majefty his heirs or fucceffors, | 


fecretly or avowedly prefume to let 
or any wife difcauntenance or impede, 
the Trade, treaties of Trade, or commerce 
of the Indian and African-Company, or 
ofany Society, Merchantor other Perfon 
of or belonging to this Kingdom ;That 
then and inevery fuch cafe, upon due 
proof thercof to the Council of Trade, the 
Sums of Five Hundred Pound Sterling 


befides fullcofts,charges and damnages, — 
may be recovered, out ofthe faid fund | 
of fecurity for Forreign Trade by the , 


party or partysinjnred ref{pectively. 


2. Incafeany Commander or Com- 
manders, of Shipior Ships, belonging , 
unto or Commifhonated by his Mayjefty © 


his heirs or fuceeflors, as Kings or 


Queens of Exgland, fhall from hence — 


forward, come forceiblyto take any 
goods, Merchandizes or Perfons from 
on 


(3% 

on Board of Pe Ship or Ships of or 
selonging to this Kingdom whether at 
Sea orin any Bay, Harbour or Creek ) 
excepting only fuch Bays, Harbours or 


Pound Sterling, befide all expences, 
Charges and Damages. And that 
ilikewife every perfon preft, or fotceibly 
taken, and detained out of any fuch 
Ship by the {pace of one whole Week 
jor more, his, her, or their Appoint- 
ment may recover the Sum of One hun- 
jdred pounds frerling, befides all Expen- 
ices Damages and Colts of Suit all to 
be payed out of the faid Fund of 
Hecurity for Forreign Trade. 

| 3. If any Commander of Ship or, 
Ships belonging unto or Commiffionat- 
ed by his Majefty, his heirs or Succeflors 
| as 
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as Kings or Guests of Ezgland fhall | 
hereafter prefume to prefs or forcebly to | 
takeaway any Scots Sea-Man out of any | 
- Scots Ship, or out of thefe of any other 
- nation ( excepting only thofe belonging | 
to Exgland and the Dominions therof ) | 
whether at Sea inHarbour or inForreiga 

parts; every fuch Perfon fo preft his 

Executers, Adminiftrators or Affignes | 
may recoverand receive the Sum of one | 
Hundred Pound fterling out ef the faid 
Fund for Security of Forreign Trade, be- 
‘fides all damages, expences and cofts of | 
{uit. | 
4. Ifany Commander or Cmmand- 


| 
ers of Ship, Veflels or Perfons by or un- 
der pretext of Commiffion or warrant 
from his Majefty, his heirs or Sucefi- 
ors as Kings or Queens of Exgland, {hall 
come heratter to attack ftop detain or 
ufeany violence to any Ship or Ships, 
or Vellels upon the Coafts, and bound 
to or from, or in any of the Creeks. 
Harbours er places of this Kingdom, or 
totake orfezeany of the goods, Effects 
or Perfons therein imbarked: or fhall 
forcebly take or detain any goods Effetts 
or Perfons from the Shoar. ‘That thenand 
in 
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in every fuch cafe the feveral party or 
Partys injured, may fromtimeto time 
receive full Cofts, charges damages and 
expences, of {uit together with the Sum 
of one Hundred Pounds Sterling out of 
the faid fund, for Security of Forreign 
Trade, | | 
5. That the faid feveral Sums, C olts, 
Damages and expences, may fromtime 
totime,berecoveredby thePartys injured 
or their appointment, upon due proof 
made therofto the Cousci/ of Trade, and 
that upon the certification of the decrees 
of the Cowscil thereupon, the faid re. 
{pective Sums be payed and allowed out 
of thefaid Fund for fecurity of Forreign 
‘Trade by the Lord high Treafurer or 
the Lords Commiffioners of his Maje- 
{ties Treafurey of this Kingdom. And 
that it may be further provided that the 
faid Forreign Excife and entry Money, 
may inthis manner be and remain a 
Bund of fecurity for the Porreign Trade 
and induftry ofthis Kingdom, asoften 
andas long as the fame {hall be continu- 
edtotheheirsand fucceflors of his Ma- 
jefty. 
_ 6. That his Majefty, andthe Epo 
| E 0 
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of Parliament as the general and fup- 
ream Guardians of the T7ade and Induft- | 
try of thisKingdom,may confentand for | 
the future become ingaged to caufe fatis- | 
fa€tion tobe made to the Indian and | 
African-Company, thofe who are or may 
be affociated with, Commiffionated or 
permitted by them; and to any other | 
Merchants ofor belonging to this King- 
dom, incafe they or any of them fhall 
from henceforward happen to be wrong- 
ed or injured by any Princes, States or 
Potentates in amity with his Majefty : 
And that inquiry may be made of all 
fuch damages and injurys in order to — 
repair the feveral Lofles of the Party or 
Partysconcerned ; and therupon to ftate 
demand and procure National Satistacti« 
onatevery mecting and fitting of Parlia- 
ment. | 

7. When any matter’ of dovbt fhall 
happen to be, between his Majefty and | 
and the Izdian and African Company, or” 
any Merchants or Mariners, of or be- 
longing toto this Kingdom, That the 
Council of Trade may explain every” 
thing beneficially and favourably for the” 
faid Company Merchants and Mari-' 
ners. 8. That 
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8. That all Aéts of Parliament, Cu- 
ftoms, Ulages, or Orders of this King- 
dom; In fo far as they, or any ofthem 


are cr fhall be found contrary, or not 


confonant to all orany of the before 20- 


ing Propofals or Articles, may be. Re- 


pealed, Annulled and declared void. 
But fince it may be objected on behalf 
of His Majefty, that fome of the forgo- 


_ ing Propofals may tend to the leffening 
the hereditary and Temporary Reve- 


nues ofthe Crown, I fhall in the firft 
place endeavour to clear fome points 
wherein the ftrefs of fuch Objeétions 
may teem moft tolye,and afterward pro- 


ceed to the propofing an expedient car- 
“able of folving whatever may feem 


doubtful in this matter. 

Altho’ the propofed alterations in the 
Cuftoms or Forreign Excife. may, in 
the beginning, and before things be ful- 
ly fettled, come fomewhat to leffen that 
Revenue ; Yet certainly the doubling 


the Impofitions on fuch Forreign 


Growths and Manufa€tures as {hall be 
confumed in this Nation: Together 


with the increafe of Shiping and Na- 


Vigation, which it’s hoped will be the 
| effect 


Prepolal 7 
Of His Ma- 
jefties- 
Revenue. 
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effect of thefe Resales may noton- 
ly be capable of compenfating fuch firft 
lofs, if any there be, but of raifing this 
Revenuein avery few years to near, 
if not quite double what it yeilds at this 
Day: Nor can the feveral Incumb- 
rances laid upon this Fund for the pro- 
tection, and fecurity of Forreign ‘Trade, 
be look’t upon as any confiderable impe- 
diment to this increafe; Sinceit wonld 
be hardly juftor reafonable to fuppofe 
that any fuch infra€tions asare provided 
againft, fhould be made at all, or at 
left above once in an Age. And thus 
asin the firft defign thereof: Thefe 
Incumbrances will doubtlefs rather 
prove a reafonable and fteady Securi- 


ty tohis Subjects, than any very real 


or fenfible lofs to his Majefty. 


Were things to continue upon the 


prefent foot, the duty propofed to be 
laid on malt, might probably be fome 
altho”? but a very fmall Difadvantage 
to His Majefties Revenue, of Home or 
Inland Excile. But as the Matter is 
defigned this Revenue, in ftead of re- 
ceiving any mannerof prejudice, will 
hereby have a very fair and reafonable 


profpect, 


: 
| 
| 


Ci 37k) 

profpect of being in a few years im- 
proved to one fullfourth, if nottoone 
third part more than what it now 
yeilds. Since by the Erection of Gra- 
narys orStores of Corn, and Funds of 
Money, thofe pernicious Extremities 
of Dearth and Cheapnefs, will be e- 
qually prevented in the time tocome; 
3y which not only the Malt, but the 
sther Sorts of Grain will naturally re- 
recive a much greater Benefit than 
what they are to give in the Tax, or 
-ontribution propofed. And fince by 
he Effeéts thereof, and the other parts 
of this Defign; the value of the Indu- 
try, and in Confequence the Con- 
umption of this Kingdom, may ina 
mall time be raifed to at leaft one 
ifth part more, than they amount to 
t prefent. 

_ Thus uponthe whole, His Majetties 
Xevenue will be fo far from receiving 
ny manner of prejudice by ‘thefe pro- 
ofals, that the Improvements of the 
Wo great Branches of Home and For- 
ign Excife, will in the end be much 
nuch more than capable of compen- 
ating the {mall Diminution thereof, 4 
the 
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che propofed Apptopriadiord) But how-| 
ever inorder to the removing or fol:| 
ving of any Doubt, which may but| 
feem to remain after what hath been 
faid, the following Alternative is pro-| 
pofed. | 

That The Council of Trade may ,for 
the faid Term of Twenty years, be con- 
ftituted general Receivers of His Maje- 
fties Revenue of Home and Foreigi 
Excife, Feuand blench Duties and the 
Crown-Rents on the following Con- 
ditions. | | 

That they become obliged to pay or 
caufe be payed into the Receipt of His 
Majeftys Exchequer by equal quarterly 
payments,a yearlySum equivalent to the 
Medium of whatHisMajefties whole or- 
dinary Revenue has produced, during 


The Alter: the Jaft Six Years; The one half as Hes 


mative. 


reditary, to be payed during the whole 
Twenty Years, and the other as 
Temporary to be payed, only for the 
faid Twenty Years, if His Majett 
(whom God Almighty preferve) {hall 
long live. On Condition. 

That allfuch otherSum or Sums a 
{hall or may remain, overand above i x 
: ail 
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faid Medium of Hig Majefties Revenues, 
may by the Council of Trade be detain- 
ed, and added tothe Fund, under their 
direction Managementand Truft. 
Thus upon the whole, ’tis hoped 
the Propofal at leaft this Alternative, 
with relation to His Majefties Revenzue, 
will appear reafonable beyond ail excep- 
tion; when it {hall be confidered, that 
if the Propofalbe admitted, then the 
advantages, which this Regulation 
will naturally bring to the main Body 
of His Majefties Revenue, may be cap- 
able of much more, than Compenfating 
the propofed Appropriation of thefe in- 
confiderable Branches thereof, and that 
on the other hand, fhould the Alterna- 
tive be taken, itmay juftly be expe&ted, 
that by the prudent and fteady man- 
magement of the Council of Trade, the 
overplus ofthe whole will not be lefs ad- 
vantageous, than thefe {maller Branch- 
es propofed. | 
And that whatfoever fhall be pro- 
duced either way, not one penny there- 
of can goto particular or private profit, 
but only be as an addition to a Fund 
which will by much, be the /moft Na- 
1 tional 
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sional, that ever was eftablifhed or 
thought on in this Kingdom; And 
swhich among many other great and E- 
minent Advantages, may ina few years/ 
be capable of eafing and freeing this Na- 
tion of all forts of extraordinary Taxes 
for ever herealter. | 

And inthe laft place, fince His Ma- 
jefties Revenue may not only be hereby 
infured, but rendred currant, and fo 
confequently at leaft Ten or Twelve) 

ercent., better tothe Government than» 
hitherto;and yet a Sum near, if not quite 
equivalent tothe Lofles of our Compa- . 
ny in their late attempts of Porreign 
Trade may be therby added tothis Na- 
tional Fund, which upon this occafion” 
would be no lefs fatisfaCtory to his Sub-_ 
jetts of this Kingdom, than Glorious to 
His Majefty. ; 

Thus having concluded thefe Propo- 
{als. Let us now proceed to the Reafons, 
or Obfervations, on fuch of the feveral , 
Articles thereof, as may want Expla-— 
nation, or wherein there may appear | 
any Doubt. 


ee 


i 


; 


: 
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‘HE vaft Currents of Treafure, i 
which have flowed from thefe poatx. 

} ~\. unparalelled Sources of the... s9. 

\New-World, within this laft Two hun- 

dred Years, have fo altered the Mea- 

Muresof War, fhaken the Maximes of 

\Peace; And otherwife confounded as 

}wellas amazed the O/d; That all think- 

jing Men are now become highly fen- 

Wfible, how advantageous it is for a People 

}to promote and fupport their Trade, 

Navigation and Induftry, and how 

dangerous it is to neglect it. 

) Butin matters of Trade, ‘The Interett 

of particularden,and that of ineisieoun 

: if ar 

yet 
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trys,is fo far from being alwaysthe fame, } 
that they are oftimes directly oppofite to | 
one another; ’tistbe true Intereft of a 
Country, that the many fhould rather 
get every one alittle, thana few fhould 
get much, becaufe the more defufive 
and univerfal the Gain, the more it will } 
naturally contribute to the growth and |} 
progrefsofInduftry ; whereas on the 
contrary, the more’tis limited and re-_ 
ftrained, the more it tends to the cloging 
and cramping thereof: "tis for the moft : 
part the Intereft and Inclination of par- ' 
ticular Men, rather to get Twenty per. | 
cent. by dealing for One Hundred . 
Pounds, than only Five per cent. by deal- | 
ing for Five Hundred: Altho’ by the’ 
latter, the Nation would not only gain a | 
Fifth part more, but for the moft part | 
above three timesas much. And doubt. 
efs, tis nothing elfs, but this feparat 
Intereft of particular Men, from that. 
of the publick, which hath begot fo 
‘many pernicious Reftraints, Prohibiti-' 
ons, Monopolys, Exclufions and pra- 
emptions, as we find now in the | 
World. é 
But not only by this differeace be- 
tween 
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tween the particular Interefts of Men, 
and that ofthe publick, but by other ac- 
cidents ; the Trade, Induftry and Im- 


provements of this Kingdom are but too 
plainly and vilibly reduced to {uch cir- 


Jeumftances, as that it will be fourd al- 


together Irretrievable, but by a Natio- 


JnalCouncilofTrade, and a National 
}Fund of Money for the carrying on and 


promoting the following, and fuch like 
particulars. 1/f. The imploymg and 
relieving the Poor, and the reprefling 


Jofidlenefs and Sloath. 2d/y. Ereéting 


of National Granarys and Stores of 
Corn, foas that the Induftry of this 
Kingdom, may not, as hitherto be at 
any time clogged by extream cheapneds, 
norcrufht by the extream dearth of 
Grain. 344. TheImprovement of the 
‘Mines, Minerals, and other ordinary and 
extraordinary Products of this Kingdom. 
Aly. The improving and advancement of 
our Manufactures, both in quantity and 


| quality. 54. Thefettingon toot, pro- 
| moting and carrying on that great 


Work, of making Salt upon Salt, or 
Refined Salt, and therwith the Fifhe- 
riesofthis Kingdom. 6/y. The reduces 
! Tei 2 ing 
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ing the Intereft of Money to Three per 

cent. per Annum or \efs, not by force or | 
reftraint, but by eafy and effectual | 
means, and whichcan never be done, | 

- but by fuch a conftitution as a Council | 
of Tfade ought to be. 7/y. The effe- | 

tual carrying on, Countenanceing, | 
protecting and fupporting the Forreign | 
Trade. i} 

And as thefe, and the like National , 
Improvements can never be effectually | 
begun, carryedon or fupported, but by»: 
a National Council of Trade, and a |; 
publick Fund of Money, fuitable tothe 
weight and confequence of the Work; 
So thefe to be appointed forthe Execu- | 
tion, will have the moft weighty and | 
dificult Task of any Company or | 
Council that is, or ever was in this . 
Kingdom ; And the qualifications re- 
quifit to, and expectations of, thofe | 
who thall compofe this Council, will | 
be fuch, thatthe whole colle@tive Wik | 
dom, and experience of Men in the 
Kingdom, will be but little enough to — 
chufe and continue the fucceffion of 
Yerfons, fit for fo weighty a manage- 
ment and Fruit ; It is therefor prepofed, 
That 


, (45 ) 
That the King fhould have the Annu- 
al Nomination of the Prefident, and 
that che Eftates of Nobiljty, Barons,and 
Burroughs, with the Reprefentatives of 
the Indian and African Company, may 
equally have the choice of the Coun- 
cellorsas the beft method, not only for 
jgiving and continuing the greater Na- 
tional Satisfaction, but for the prevent- 
ing Trade, or the defignes thereof, 
trom being made ufe of asPopular,Hand- 
fies, exher to amufe, or Imbroile the 
jState ; Since by this Annual Nominati- 
nofthe Prefident, the more dire& 
and eafy accefs will not only be had to 
His Mayefty, but the Credit and Glory 
jf Succeffes, will in the perfon of this 
jis Reprefentative as to their Centre, 
naturally redound to him; whereas 
jpn the contrary, according to the 
policy of all Monarchical Govern- 
jments, whether Regular or Abfo- 
Jute, the Odium of Mif-carriages, 
pr Misfortunes, when they happen, 
jvill intirely fall upon Subje&s; And 
jherby in ftead of Leflening the juft Au- 
hority, or due refpeét of the Prince, 
is they otherwife might; willonly con- 
) tribute 


Article 4 
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tribute the more to ‘he itrengthening } 
his Hands inthe matters of Redrefs, or | 
Supream Controle from time to time. 

For the better preferving and cul-| 
tivating of Integrity and Juftice, and | 
preventing the prevalency of Affection | 
and Compliment, inamatter of fovaft | 
a Confequence, as that of EleCting of } 
Councellors of Trade. It is propofed, | 
that noneof the Clafies or Colledges of | 
Hleétion may chufe of their own Num- 
ber, unlefs Two Thirds at leaft of the» 
Electors do concurr in the Choife; And | 
likewife that the Votes may be taken | 
by Scroll and Scrutiny. | 

Tis alfo highly reafonable, that. 
no Prefident {hould continue longerthan | 
a Year, andthat one inevery three of 
the Councellors fhould be Annually left 
out, and others chofenin their place, | 
Becaufe, that hereby, a greater number 
of fit perfons, will not only be bred to. 
the bufinefs; but fuch as may prove 
otherwife than expected, may be more | 


eafily and quietly laid afide: And yet, | 


neither the thing it felf, nor thofe, who” 
fhall fignalize themfelves therein, will 
beany thing nearfo precarious or un- 

certain 


| 7 
certain, as by an Annual Election of the 
whole. 

Thofe who will be at the pains to 
confider the weight and confequence of A*’<le 7 
chis Truft, will eafily perceive, how 
juft and ‘yeafonable it is; not only 
ico excufe, but even to exclude the Prefi- 
dent, and Councellors of Trade, from 
all other offices and dependencies 
whatfoever. 

As the Punifhments ef fuch of the asicte 
Council of Trade, as may come to be 
guilty of wilful Injuftice, Fraud or 
Breachof Truft, ought notto be fo 
wild loofe and Extravagant, as moft of 
Jour Laws inthe like Cafes have been, 


}fo they ought to be fuch as are juft and 
adequat to the Crime, certain in the 
Bxecution and durable in the Examples 
jand Terror thereof. 

This Fortieth Peay of all Defcents , “=. 


On Propo. 


Article 1&. 


where ever practifed, is found to be 
one ofthe moft eafy, infenfibleand equal 
Dutys, . that poflibly can be impoted. 

‘Since no man isever obliged to pay this 
one antilat the fame time, he comes to 
receive the Thirty Nine. Was this Im- 
| pofition to be for ever payed as a meer 
1 Chari ity, 


2k 


Article 2d. 
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Charity, it would be exceeding eafy; for | 
we find facob dedicated to this pulp 
a full Tenth part. not only of what fell | 


y 


tohim by accident, or the Mears of | 


other People, but even of what he} 
gained by his own Induftry ; But fince | 
this is propofed to be contributed to a| 
Fund, where Charity and Induftry are | 


united, and are togo Hand in Hand, it} 
cannot properly, nor ought to be confi- | 


dered asa Vax, but only: as a good and 


neceflary Regulation ; ; Where by the, 
Contribution of this Fortieth parr, the 
other Thirry Nine may be made much, 
more confiderable, than the whole could | 


be without it. 
This Fortieth part of the values in. 
Alienations, is alfo very re:fonable and, 


\ 


\ 
h 


eafy, nor canthere poffibly be any ma- 
terial objection, unlefs in matter of 


Mortgages or Wodfets, as they are, 
called, wherein indeed there ought to, 
be fome exceptionor confiderable cafe. 
This Duty willbe moft naturally and 
eafily payed by the Purchaflers. 


| 


This Fortieth part of the value of 


~ all Manufactures, ought not to be confi- 


dered asa Duty, or an Impofition, not: 
only 
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only forthe Reafons mentioned on the 
Article of Defcents; But becaufe the 
Ends for which this is propofed, being 
welland duely Executed, will add at 
leaft,four times the value to thegoodnefs, 
fuficiency and currency of the Manu- 
fa€iures, and Commodities of this 
‘Kingdom : This or the like Kinds of 
‘Dutys have been, andis fill payed in 
feveral Trading-places of Chriftendom, 
jand defigned for the aforefaidEnds: asin 
theGilds of theHanfe-Towns of Germany, 
the Halls in Flanders; And by the Duty 
Called the Aulwagein Exgland. But the 
Execution of thefe Trufts, having been 
only committed to private perfons, the 
Dutyeshave been rather applyed to the 
advantage of thofe concerned, then to 
that of the Commodities they were 
defigned for: But this as now propofed 
¢annot failof being quite otherwife, 
whenin the hands of a National Con- 
‘ftitution ; whofe bufinefs and intereft 
willalwayesbe to promote the advan- 
tage of the whole, and not thae of any 
particulars. 

AnImpofition of one Twentieth part , 
} of the Sums or Values fued for inall AGi- 
G Ons, 


tticle 5. 
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ons, and fuites where the party fhall be 
found lyable in Expences, will be a real 
National benefit; and yet, but a very 
moderat and eafy reproof to thofe Lit!- 
gious and turbulent Neighbours. 

The Coasncs! of Trade, who are to be 
the Guardians of the Induftry, will 
doubtlefs be the moft Natural Receiv- 
ers and Controlers of the Charity; 
Since in all well ordered Countrys thete 
two ought to be united into one Delign, 
and alwayes to go hand in hand. 

But whenit {hall be granted,that the 
foregoing Impofitions are not only pro- | 
pofed to be the moft ufefuland beft ap- — 
plyed, but the moft equal andeafy that _ 
can poflibly be raifedin this Kingdom; 
yet perhapsthis Tenth part ofall forts 
of Grain confumed, oran equivalentin — 
Money, may feem heavy and grievous — 
to thoie who have not duely confidered, — 
or fully weighed thecafe. For the bet-_ 
ter and clearer underftanding whereof, — 
we fhailfay fomewhat. 1/7. With Re-— 
lation to Taxes and Impofitionsin ge-_ 
neral. 2d/y. Of this upon Corn in par- 

ticular. And 3d/. Of the Advantages © 
and Benefits that will arife by the Fund 
in general. Taxes 


sr) 
Taxes are fometimes raifed for the 
defence and fecurity, fometimes for the 
Ornament, fometimes for Improve- 
ment, and but too often for, or towards 
the hurt,or ruine ofa Country. 
Taxing as well as all manner ofother 
‘Charges and Impofitions hath a two 
fold effect, a Pofitiveand a N egative, 
In the firft cafe, fo muchas is raifed, how 
infenfibly fo ever, is certainly taken 
away from, and loft tothe perfon or 
circum ftances obliged to pay. And in 
the fecond Cafe, It leaves a diflability 
equal, and in proportion to its weight ; 
Since not only the neat Sum,  bucthe 
improvement and advantage that might 
have arifen from fuch avalue, is like- 
wife lofttofuch Perfon or Circumftan. 
ce: And therefore itis, that the diffe. 
rent wayes of Taxing, altho’ for the 
lame Sums, arefo vaftly eafy or uneafy 
with refpe& toone another, and have 
fo very different effets : that Reafonable 
pnd moderat Dutieson the confumption 
are oftimes fo far from being hurtful to 
a Country in general; that. they natu- 
rally incourage Frugality in the Rich, 
and Induftry inthe Poor; wherasthofe 
pt Ce 2 railed 
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raifed onthe Induitry or Increafe,havea | 
clear contrary effe€t, in fo muchthat be- | 
fidesthe inequality which muft always | 
be much greater in Taxes railed on } 
gaining then on fpending, the differ-} 
ence, of the weight in the general is | 
ufually,asoneto Four; So that a People 
in grofs, may be faid to be at leaftas | 
eafy intheir Taxes, when they pay | 
Four on their Confumption then, when | 
but one upon their Increafe or Indafiry. | 
Toilluttrate this, it ought to be confie : 
dered that the confumption of this) 
Kingdom may amount toabout 3, 400, | 
000 lib, frerl. per annum, altho’ the Ine | 
creafe does not amount to quite fo much, } 
Becaufe the Nation is upon the decaying | 
hand; And thatalthe’ the real Num, | 
ber may be fomewhat more, yet there | 
are good Groundstothink, that the beft | 
political number of the People of this: 
Kingdom will be 600, oco and that. 
probably one Fourth part of thefe People | 
doconiume above one half or 1, 800,) 
ooo 7b. of the beforementioned Sum ; | 
or to avoid Fractions, not at all necefla- | 
ry inthefe kind of computations, about 
4. fo. 8. d, ferl. per Week, per Head:) 
Where- | 


| 
l 


| 
| 


| 
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Whereas the other Three Fourths of this 


Mafs of Mankind do not perhaps alto- 


gether fpend one half of the before- 


mentioned Sum, or not above 1, 600, 


000 Lib, per annum, or at the rate of 
about 16 d. sterling per Week per Head. 


Now fuppofe a Tax could be equally 


jlaid upon the Confumption of all this 
Mafs of Mankind, of the value of 


Dhree pence per \Neek on the Rich, and 


one Penny fterling per Week on the Poor- 
er fort, if the feveral weights were no 
greater then propofed; there are Rea- 


fons to perfwade, that this Tax would 


bring down the confumption of the one 


to about 4 fb. and 2.d. per Week, and 
vaile the Induftry of the other, towards 


} Eighteen pence per week in the whole, or 


| lwo pence per Week more than now, 
j that istofay, the one Pesny towards 


payment of the Tax, and theother to- 


) wards Living better than they now do. 
| And thus doubtlefsa very confiderable 
) Tax might be raifed without being 


hurtful. But rather beneficial to the 
Nation. . 
But fincemany of the Taxes that 


| could be impofed upon the confump- 


ClOf 


4) 


5 
tion Would be fo uncertain and ex- 


penfivein the Collection, as that they| 


could not be eafily rendered practicable, 
for which and feveral Reafons that thall 


be given hereafter, This Impofition on| 


Corn is propofed, and will doubtlefs be} 


found to be the moft juft, eafy and rea- 


fonable Excife, that can poflibly be pro- | 


pofed in this Kingdom. 

Foraltho’ thofe who are not difpofed 
totake much pains in any thing may 
poflibly be ftill for continuing our or- 


dinary wayesof Taxme either as think. | 


ing them the readieft, or becaufe they 


neither do, nor perhaps are willing to | 
know any better ; Yet certainly theCefsiz: 


Pole-Money, Hearth-Money, and fuch 


like do not only lye on the Increafe in. 


ftead ofthe Confumption: But fince the 


Land Kentsofthis Kingdom, do notat 


this day much, if at all exceeds 1, 200, 


000 lib. fierling per annum, and that the 


Contumption of the Nation, is near 
three tumesas much, by compareing the 
inequality of thefe Things, it may be 
reafonably fuppofed, that every pen- 
ny raifed by thefe wayesare Nationally 
ipeaking as uneafy to the Nation, as Five 

Peace 
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Pence laidon the Confumption. And 
inlike manner, fince the Foreign Trade 
of this Kingdom, that is to fay ,the Impor- 
ration and Exportation thereof, is not to 
che other Induftry, asabove Oneto Ten 


btthemolt: Therefore doubtlefs all that 


part of the Cuftoms, or Forreign Excife, 


which lyes on this particular part of the 


induftry,may perhaps be near Ten times 
asunealy tothe Kingdom, as fo much 
would be when raifed on the general 
Confumption: But fince ’tisthe main 
defign of the Fifth Propofal, to take off 
all chat part of the Cuftoms, that does or 
but feemstoly on Induftry, Shipping or 
Navigation, and to lay the fame on the 
Contumption,it needs only be mention- 
ed in this place. 

Ofthe great Advantage end Benefit 


that may arifetoa Country, by eafy and 


equal Taxing, the Dutch are Living 
Examples; whoin proportion to their 
intrinfick value, pay the greateft Taxes 


finthe known World, and yet are not 
only the moft ealy and induftrious 


People, but there is no Country in 


pChriftendom, where the Rich are 
jmoreirugal, the Middieing and Indu- 


{trious 


c 
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ftrious fort of People live better, or the} 
Poor any thing near fo well. 

2. But tocomethis Fax or Impofiti-| 
on on Corn in particular, as at prefent| 
propofed, befides the forgoing and the} 
like Reafons, that may be given ior Exe] 
cifes in general, ard for that one Corn) 
as being one ofthe mofteafy equal and) 
eafily collected, there are weighty Reae| 
fons for this, and thisfort of Impofition ) 
on Corn in the prefent cafe, very par-| 
particular tothis Kingdom: And which 
will makeit plain, that this Impofition | 
as defigned, will rather be a good advan-' 
rageous and neceflary Regulation, than: 
a’Tax; Since in the firft place, the Al- 
ternativein Money, and the National: 
Granarys and Storesof Corn, whichare’ 
propofed hereby tobe Erected, willnot: 
only give all fortsof Grain, a Natural. 
Currency, but with good direction may 
raife the value thereof, toatleaft one 
Fifth pare more than what it has hitherto 
been, and yet alwayes prevent its rifing - 
as wellas falling toany great extremitys, 
for example, fuppofe that the years in: 
this Nation, fhould one with anothsr 
continue to be any thing like, what they 

ave 


Ce) 


have been for feveral Centurys paft: 
And that the moderat price of Corn in 
ja Medium were now reckoned at Ten 
foiltings fterling per Boll; by this means 
pe may be kept between Twelve and 
HFourteen, and yet never be fuffered 
to rife to the extremity of Twenty, or 
fallto that of Seven or Eight; So that 
by the means of this Tenth, Corn may 
goot only be made and kept alwayes a 
gcurrent Commodity in time to come, 
without being in danger of running to 
BExtremities ; but be made at leaftone 
Wifth pare better to the Owners of 
Land, and Raifers of Corn than hither- 
0: the which good ef:€s, how ever 
biher wile intended could never fo na- 
urally and eafily follow, if the Taxor 
[anwohtion hereby propofed or the like 
Sums of Money, wereany orherwife 
WRaifed than thus dire@ly on Corn. 

} Since there is hardly any Country in 
WChriftendom, more fubjeét to uncertain 
ine than this Kingdom; Tis very 


[trange, that fome of the many Straits 
and neceffities this Nation hath 
deen under, havenot produced fome 
tuchNational Care and Occonomy long 
H ere 
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erethis. °Tis le tuck great and un- 
wieldy Societies of Men, as confiderable | 

Kingdoms or States, efpecially when 
made up offo different unequal, and un- | 

dlue mixtures as this, feldom ever made 
any good or Fundamental Reform, but | 
by Accident or Neceffiry: But altho’ | 
we have not hitherto been Bleft by the 
Accident of a Capable and fuccefsful 
_ Perfon or Genius in the Fundamental | 
Matters of Trade and Improvement, 
yet it fecms ftrange, that none of the | 
many and diftru€@ive Famines, this | 
Nation hath been expofed unto have ; 
not eer this {tirred up, and awakened | 
. 
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the very Mafs of Mankind, to fome fuch 
National Care and Oeconomy asis here= 
by propofed : For example,Confidering | 


the Price Corn has been at, within this 
laft. Five Years, and what quantities 
muft needs be confumed in this King- 
com; there cannot be lefsthan a Sum - 
of 400, 000 Ub, freriimg or the value ex- 
pended by the Nation for Corn; befides | 
little lefs than double that Sum in the” 
lofs of People and other Damage. t 
Now, what ought the Nation to give, | 
were it neceflary to be infured againit 
uch © 


— 
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fuch Accidents for the Future? But 
‘more efpecially, when they may not 
only be put in a way to have fufficient 
‘Stores of Corn forthemfelves; but like- 
wife confiderable quantitys toward fup- 
plying their Neighbours in fuch misfor- 
tunate Seafons. 
) Wile and Prudent States will look 
ifar and lay in Stores for the Winter 
of Years, as wellas forthe Wéinter of 
|Dayes, Fofeph ot Old, by laying up one 
WFifth part of the Corn, of the Seven 
)plentiful Years, was enabled, not only 
to fupply the Land of Egypt, during 
jthe Seven Years of Famine, But like- 
jwife moft of ail the Neighbouring 
)Countreys. And we fee the Dutch at 
jthis Day, -who altho’ they have litele 
) Corn of their own growth in compari- 
ion of their Confumption, and who are 
\forced to pay dear Freights, and Ware- 
) Houfe-Room, for what they get from 
Abroad, and befides all this, confidering 
the Alternative, do pay morethan three 
times the Duty here propofed, and this 
not for National improvement, but for 
National Expence: And yet after all,as 
hath been faid, their Midling fore of 
| Tay 2 People 


i 
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, and their Poor much 
eee thana any in ‘Europe, befides which 
they have for one 
been in any fucl N ational Straits, as 
moft of their Ne eighbouting Councrvs; 
But on the contrary have beei able, to 
their great profit, to export valtquan- 
ties of Corn, to fapply the wants of 
other N lee 

‘There is no doubt but ex tream plenty 
and cheapnefs, contributes exceedingly 
to extream Dea rtha and want, and that 
like other Extremities, they produce 
one another ; It was of ferved, that. for 
feveral Years, before the laft Five, Corn 
Was extream Cheap and Low, even fo 
as to discourage both the Reiter and He- 
retor, and to indt ge the Poor in Idle- 
ne{fs to an infiafferable degree: And 


lait Century never! | 
NI 


f 


| 
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| 


| 


| 


this | habit of Icglenefs and Sloath COn=-#' 
# 


tracted by plenty, concurring with the 
unaccountable negleét of the State in 
not laying up fome of the abundance 
againit the time of Dearth, and unfa- 
vourablenels of theSeafon:was doubrlefs 


none of the leaft Caufes of the late 
=r elVous Famine. 


To 


1 


( 61 ) 
To conclude this Reafonine on the 
denefit of Granarys and Stores of Corn 
confidering it’s Situation in the Sea, 
and the Command this Nation may 
pave of the Pifhings, by which they 
may be able among other Wealth to 
procure vatt Quantities of Corn fitter 
or Stores than that of this Kingdom : 
And that altho’ our Soyle be not 
Zenerally fo bountiful as that of fome of 
our neighbours, yet fince ’tiscapable of 
much greater Improvements than hi- 
cherto. Certainly our Country with 
reafonable Vational-Care and Oeccono- 
my, may be made not only Capable of 
Supplying it felfat all times, fuppofing 
the Seafonsto continue any thing like 
hat they have been ior feveral Ages 
paft, but may be eafily brought into a 
~ondition of being one of the greateft 
ptore-Houtes for Grain of all the Coun- 
trys in the Vorthren-World. Now from 
jv hat hath been faid or what may be na- 
urely deduced therefrom, tis juftly 
soped, that both the Raifers and Con- 
umers of Corn, and all others who 
may think themfelves concerned, will 
ce their Accompts fo advantagioully 
ballanced 


C2 RE Wet EARS pang SoS Se SS 


Bae 


(62) 
ballanced in the good Confequences and 
improvements propofed, as not to ree} 
mainin any further doubt with Rela-} 
tion to the Contributing their refpe-| 
Give Shares tothe forefaid Fund. | 

But altho’ the Benefir that would} 
naturally accrue to this Nation in the} 
Matter and with relation to Corn alone} 
be not only more than capable of Bal) 
lanceing this Tenth Share, but even of} 
all the reft of the Branches propofed to) 
thisFund ; Yetthere are feveral other} 
advantages not lefs confiderable in them- 
felves, or with relation to this King-| 
dom, than this: And fince People and 
their Induftry are the trueftand moft) 
folid Richesofa Country, in fo much) 
thatinrefpect to them, all other things 
are but imaginary. We fhall in the: 
next place {peak of the Imployment of 
the Poor: And by way of Introducii-. 
on hall here in the following Scheme, 
not only give the amount of the contri- 
butions of the City of Edinburgh towards 
Relief of the Poor for the laft Year, be- 
ing 1699, but from thence our conje- 
G&ure what the fame might have a- 


mounted to in the whole Kingdom. — 
Th 


( 6 

The aeresbitons towards Main- 
cenance of the Poor of the City of Edin- 
burgh exclufive of Leith, and the Cannone 

zate, and other out-parts of the Town, | 
and ofali Hofpitals, Appropriations and 
}Mortifications, as they are called: As 
ilfoof Corporation Charitys, And all 


jmanner of voluntary or concealedChari- 
ys. Which cannot be brought to ac- 
count, for the laft year being 1699 a- 
j/nounted to no lefs than the Sum of- - - - 
M552 lib. 3.fb. 8.d. Stering. 
) Now fince’tisfaid Leith, the. Cason- 
vate and other out-parts are accounted 
48 75, is to205. In the common Va- 
uations, we fhallinthis cafe confider 
them altogether to he only, as Oneisto 
\Chree, with refpect to Edinburgh. And 


( 64) 
Let us likewite fup- 
pote thar the Holpitals | 
and all other Appropia-, 
tions to Charitable ufes 4 
and Corporation Chari- 


tysinthe City, and out- | 
2000 00 


parts, may amount to od 
And that there is rea- \ 
fon to belicve, that the, 
private Charitys may be, 
at leaft one. Fourth part 
ofthe whole, or as one? 
isto Three, which will ) | 
be about - - - - ( 2689 16 03 


And fothat 4552 o1 8 
the feveral 1517 07 0 
Sums of 2000 00 0 


2689 16 3 


Do inthe whole amount ha 
tO see ere O75) oa am 


Now by the beft accounts that can 
at prelent be recovered, the City of 
Edinburgh and out parts, are in value 
really notabove one Twenty fitth ee 
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of the whole, or as one is to Twenty 
Four; nor in People above one Twen- 
tieth part, or as one is to Nineteen 
with refpe& to the reft of the Nation. 
§So that if we fhould fuppofe the whole 
(Nation in their Contributions, to pay 
in proportion to this part,the yearly Sum 
payed towards relief of the Poor, would 
be 268, 981, /. 2:/b.13:4.But fince there 
are Reaions tothink, that the Town of 
Edinburgh in proportion to its value, 
doth contribute much more towards re- 
jbef of thePoor than the reft of the King- 
dom: We fhall therefore fuppofe, the 
lame to be about one half over-rated in 
chis matter: and foas the whole King- 
dom may in Money, or Moneys worth, 
yay about 135, 000 lib. per Annum. . 
_ Notwithftanding which great Sums 
chus expended, it isvery wellknown 
that the peor of this Kingdom, if it may 
\lbe fo expreft, do not halilive. Where- 
as by this Propofal,the Poor may rot on- 
'y be decently and conveniently main- 
rained and perpetually and profitably 
Imployed in ftead of being as hitherto, 
Oinfupporrable a weight upon both the 
[nduftry and Morality of this Nation ; 
I But 
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But inabout Four years time or lefs, the | 
Kingdom may be for ever eafed of at [| 
leaft three Fourths of this expence ; that: |' 
is of the whole, excepting the voluntary | 
Charitys, which doubtlefs one way and ‘5 
other amounts to above One Hundred } 
Thoufand Pounds Sterling per Aanum, 
and is much more than all the other) 
Dutys propofed to this Fund. k 

So that was the aforefaid Fund and?! 
Anticipations thereupon,propofed to no. } 
other end, but the ereCting of National) } 


-Granarys,or the Maintaining of the Poor, 


i 
‘|. 
| 


> 
it would be exceeding well and profit- | 
ably given by the Nation, but how — 
much better then muft it needs bebe- © 
{towed? When not only upon the one, |! 
but toanfwer rhe Ends of both: And lik- © 
wife of feveral other’ National Improv- 7 
ments of no lefs weightand confequence,  * 
and which all of them have a certain”) 
natural connection, dependance upon, | 
and Relation to one another. | 
The Herring and White-Fifbing may ) 
in the next place come under our confi- 7 
deration, and certainly there are none ») 
who have taken any tolerable pains to 
inform themlelves in this matter, but | 
“area 
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J are convinced, that this Nationis much 
| better, and more conveniently fituated 
} for the Fifheries, than any other in the 
|} known World; which makes the ne- 

gle&t thereof hitherto altogether inex- 

} cufable as wellas unaccountable in the - 
Inhabitants thereof. 

_ Uponthe firft, and more fuperficial 

| Inquiries, the Vulgar Sentiments with 

i) relation to this matter, feem to be, that 

J altho? it be confelt, the Herring, Whiten 

) Fybwith no fmall quantities ofothersare 

| much more Complaifant to the People 
) of this Kingdom, than to any other we 

| know of on Earth, in not only fojour- 

ning fometimes near us; but ina man- 

nertaking up their abode at our very 

Doors, andinthe very bofom of our 

Country; when in the meantime, they 

are courted by others from far, and that 

ourGoverment forfooth in return of thefe 

i] unparalelled Civilities of the Fith, have 

from time to time made the belt Laws 

and given the greateft Encouragement 

for Fifhing thatis poffible; but the mit 

chief of allis, that by fome occult qua- 

lity in, orinchantment upon the People 

they are by no means fit for the Fithe- 
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ries, altho” the Fifheries be foincom= | 
parably ht for them. | 

But when,in order to difcover this n=} 
chantment we look upon the People, we |} 
find they are juft {och another Mafs of} 
Mankind, asany fuch Kiciahe of Men. 
might be expected to be, when fo br ed | 
educated, ufed,and under fuch circum- | 
ftances, as they have hitherto been,)} 
there feemsnot any material difference } 
only if whatis affirmed be true, ae 
are very misfortunat, thet good Laws)| 
will not have the fame kind of good ef- | 
fects withthem, they ufe to have in)} 
other Nations. 

Now fince as it hath been falc EIS} | 
not all perceivable, that the People have | 
any material difference from others 
in their circumftances, and that tis only® 
from the good effacts of L aws,and from®: 
no other prope is whatfoever, that theys, 
can be properly ealled Good, Let us®: 
venture to inquire into thefe good Laws 
they {peak of, and fee whether the in- | 

chantment, orany part thereof, for all | 
the fe hne wordsmay not lie lurking in 
eo ae | 
Lhe fri AG of Parliament we find” 
relat- 7 


vet 
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lountrys, certain Lerds Spiritual and 
i] cxporal, and Buroughs f{bould order 
veat Ships, Buffes, and other great Pink- 
Boats, with Nets and other Utenfels and 
Hccoutrements for Fifbing to be made. 

} The fecond is the 49. AG of the 
Wourth Parliament of King “fames the 
}.’2. 1493. which mentions, The great 
ja innumerable Riches (as’tis there ex- 
welt) that were lost to this Kinedom for 
ant of convenient Ships and Buffes to be 
ployed in Filbing ; Wherefore, for the 
veat advantage, that might be thereby had, 
natocaufe Tdle Menjand Vagabonds to la- 
jour for their Livings, and for efchewing 
Vi Vice and Tdlenefs, And the common 
\rofit, aad univerfal welfare of the Realm, 
lis Majefty and Eftates of Parliament, 
Vppoints, that Fifbing Ships and Buffes 
f TwentyTuns burthen and upward be 
jyade in all Buroughs, and ‘Towns of the 
Realm in proportion to the Ability, and 
abftance of cach Town. 


We fhall come in the Fourth place tothel 


A Caskey Jee 
The Third is the 98 A& of the Se 
venth Parliament of King ‘James the 5¢ | 
Anno 1540. Whereby among other, 


v 


things it is Enacted, That no Man Mery 
chants or others {hould fend any White | 
Fifh out of the Realm, but permits Strap | 
gers tocome and Buy them off Merchants) 
ov Free Men of Buroughs with ready Gold| 
or Silver, or Bartering of [ufficient Mer-\ 
chandize for the neceffary ufe of their, 
Houfes only. it 

To pafsover fome others of lefs mo, 
ment, asthey {tand in the Statute Book, 


: 


i 
6orh. AX of the Fourth Parliament off, 
King ‘James the 6th. Anno 1573. Where: 
by it is declared, Tas forasmuch as it 
was heavily complained, how that the whole, 
Slayers of all kind of Fifbes within the. 
Realm, not regarding the Aéts made yy 
Our Soveraign Lords deareft Predceffors, 
which are that, whex Herring and W, hike. 
Fifh are flain, they ought to be brought +0, 
the next adjacent Buroughs or Towns, 


where theSlayers thereof do dwell,to the ie 


\ 


that the Leiges Hay be frst ferv P d: Anh 
that if abundance hath occurred, they may, 


be falted and tranfported by free ds 


iy 
A 
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ry the neglect whereof Our Sovereign 
ord ts greatly defrauded of His Cuftoms, 
ind the good Subjects of this Kyagdom 
vants the Fruits of the Sea appointed by 
JUD, for theiy Nourifbment : And the 
Burgelfes,and Free-men of Buroughs difap~ 
Pointed of their Traftque and Commoditie. 
Therefore Our Sovereign Lord with 
fidvice and Confent of His Regents 
ysrace, And the Eftates of Parliament: 
Prdains, That all Fifhers, and others 
phatfoever, who {hall happen to flay any 
Verring, or White-Fifb, do bring the fame 
o free Ports, there to be fold, firft com- 
only to all the Subjects, and afterwards 
v¢ Remainder to Free-men, under pain o 
-onjifeation, not only of the Fifb, but of 
he Ships, and of all the Moveables of the 
fenders, 
|) Ihus wehave here a brief view of 
| he Ancient Laws, relating tothe Fi- 
Jheries, as much intheir fenfe and man- 
‘ter ofexpreffion, as the property of our 
prefent way of {peaking will allow,and 
sefides which there are likewife other 
HActs of thefaid King ames the Sixth, 
o the fame or like purpofe. 
By the firft two of thefe ACs we 
plainly 


t 


Lax) 
plainly fee, that ie Anceftors very fin} 
cerely endeavoured to begin and carry; 
on the Fifheries, & thatthe recommends, 
ing thefameto the great Men and Bure) 
oughs, was the belt method they couldh 
light upon inthefe raw and early times.) 

And altho’ this wasbut avery weak} 
loofe and precarious Foundation, yet it 
feems the Encouragement and Advan) 
tage wasfuch, that inlets than Sevens} 
ty Years after, the Fifheries were); 
become a tempting Morfel fora Sett) 
of avaricious Huckfters , and Menor| 
polifts, who under fpecious pretexts of} 
the good of the Kingdom in general,and) 
of the Buroughs in particular. Firfh, 
by the Act of 1540, and afterwards; 
by that fatal one of 1573. and thofe; 
which followed, inhaunced the whole: 
to themfelves, which doubitlefs, like) 
Monopolys, Exclufions, preemptions,) 
Reftraints and Prohibitions in other; 
Cafes: Firft, Infenfibly ftopt the Fue) 
ther progrefs and improvement, and; 
afterward by degrees Dwarfied and: 
Crufht the Fifheries of this Kingdom to; 
fucha degree, that in ftead of Exportas) 
tions worth any mention, the Nation) 

hath; 


a | 


hath not fora long time beenin a condi- 
tion to furnifh it felf, one half of what 
Fifh might be reafonably confumed 
therein; nor is what we have common- 
ly halffo good, and wholefom, as by 
National Care and Induftry it might 
otherwife be. 

As on the one hand, we cannot nor 
ought not in reafon or juftice to fup- 
pote, that Their then RefpeCtive Maje- 
{ties and Eftates of Parliament defigned 
any thing by thefe two laft mentioned 
jActs, but the good of the Kingdom in 
qzeneral, and ofthe Fifheries thereof in 
particular ; Soit muft needs feem ftrange 
ro thofe who have any thing deeply and 
‘ipely confidered this matter, to think 
aow, and by what means poffible the 
Parliaments could be moved to pafs fuch 
wActs, as notonly by their fatal confe- 
juences, but even by the plain and 
apparent fenfe and meaning thereof are 
JO pernicious and deftruCtive, not only 
othe encreafe and Improvment, but to 
che very nature, and being of the Fi- 
Nfheries, to load them with Exclufions 
fend preemptions,which all things con- 
fidered, were not lefs but rather more 
heavy and burthenfom than One Hun- 
| K dred 
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dred per cent. Th Gaon could have 
een without them, in fo much that in [! 
ftead of Incouragements as was preten- 
ded, had they confidered, not only /' 
Dayes, but many Years, they could 
hardly have thought of a more gradual | 
and inienfible, and confequently a more |! 
certain, efectual and mifchievous way | 
to crufh andruin the Fifheries of this f 
Kingdom. i} 
But with relation tothis, we need | 
not doubt but the Monopolifts and | 
Huckfters of that age had every whit | 
as {eeming fair and {pecious pretences | 
as fome ot the fame Kidney and Brood 


have in this, we may be furethey repre- 
{ented tothe Parliaments and Peoplein | 
thefe times, that. altho’ indeed the far } 
greaceft part of the foy le of this Country - 
was none ofthe beft, yet fully to com- ! 
penfat this defe&t, it had pleafed Al! 
mighty God, to give unto the Inhabi- ' 
tants thereof, no Jefs than the abund- ' 
ance of the Sea, the inexhauftable and 
unvaluable Fifheries for their nourifh- ! 
ment and fupport, that thete Fifheries | 
were fo naturally inherent toand infe- ! 
parable from this Kingdom as left no | 

room, 


i 
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‘room to fear, or reafonable ground of 
apprehenfion that the Induttry of Stran- 
) gers herein could ever come to interfere 
or cope with that ofours, fince they had 
in the firft place long Expenfive and dan- 
}gercus Voyages to make before they 
jcouldcomeatthe Fifth. And inthe fe- 
} cond place, they could Fith but for fome 
} few Moneths in the Summer; and both 
they and their Veffels muft ly Idle for 
all, or at leaft moft part of the reft of 
the Year: Whereas on the. other 
) hand, our Coafts were not only inviro- 
ned and furrounded with Fifh; but 
) our many and {pacious Inland lakes and 
| founds were in a manner filled there- 
} with, fo as the Inhabitants of this King- 
) dom, could not only Fifh with inconfi- 
| derable Experce and Danger; but in 
}one fort of profitable Fith or other, 
) during the whole Year, without Inter- 
) ruption: Say they, thefe things confide- 
j red, we need not be atthe Expence, 
| Trouble or Danger of carrying our Fifh 
to Strangers, if they willhave any, they 
‘fall fetch them themfelves, Nay, not 
only fo, but the Ignorance and prefum- 
-ption of chefe Monopolifts was rifen to 
| K 2 fuch 
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fucha height, that they would needg | 


have the parliamentto take meafures for 


preventing the people from being cheats |: 


ed by felling their Pith to Strangers on 
credite, fora bad Commodity or infuffi- 
cient Wares: And therefore getthem 
to enact thatfor the future Men fhould 
take nothing but ready Gold, Silver, 
or good and current Commoditiese- 
quivalent in Exchange for their Fifth: 


And leait notwithftanding all this, ig- 
norant Fifher-men or other fuch like } 


people fhould fell their Fith for halfno- 


thing, or too cheap to Foreigners ; | 
therefore after all none but free Burgefs- 


es oughtto be intrufted with the Dit 


polition of thefe national Jewels. But } 


on the other hand, the better to gain 


the Affection and Countenance of the \ 
giddy and unthinking multitude, toall | 
this Sophiftry they flattered them 
witha pretended Preemption, which 
was but meerly imaginary to the poor 
people, but real and effectual to the 
Monopolitts. For we may be fure that — 
however low and drugifh the price of 
Pilh might be at the very firft, till” 
moftof the beft Fifhers and Sea-Men 

) were 


so 
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Mere by that means forced abroad to 
Foreign Countries, and driven from 
che Fifhing at home; Yet that in a 
thert time after thefe Exclufions and 
Preemptions, fuch of the Fifhers and 
}eamen as remained and were not in 
League with the Huckiters, happened 
eldom if ever to meet with extraordin- 
ity Markets for their Fifh, wages, 
yr Imployment for themfelves. 

Asthe Monopolifts had their proper 
Hind particular Bates, Hooks, or Noofes 
jor their feveral and various forts of 
Fifth, we need not doubt but they had 
jem likewife forthe different degrees, 
}nd Capacities of Men: withthe Com- 
mons. ‘This pretended and fham pre- 
mption, went doubtlefs very well 
lown, and the Nobility and Gentry, 
aight hkewife acquiefce as knowing 
yictle or nothing of the nature of the 
Whing, but the cheif and moft fenfible 
motives of the Kings and Parliaments 
cems to have been that fince the Bur- 
jughs by reafon of the Fifhing, and the 
jnany good confequences thereof, were 
pecome Rich and able to Contribute 
very confiderably to the publick peers 
r an 
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and Impofitions, ee therefore party 
as they thought to cafe themfelves; and, 
partly becaufe fome of them might poff 
fibly be invious or repine at the Prof, 
perity of the Succefsful Traders, fomg| 
Tax or Impofition might, by Inftiga) 
tion and Confent of the Nobility and 
Gentry, be laid on the Fifhing: Ag 
likewife on the Buroughs for thei, 
Trade, which by the Monopolifts, we, 
need not doubt, would be afterwards, 
ufed asa handle, and that under pres, 
tence of gaining thefe Monopolies for 
the Buroughs, who they might pretend, 
were therefore ‘Taxed, they realy got, 
them for themfelves. For in all fuch 
like pretences as thefe, tho’ the good of 
fome publick thing or other appears, 
uppermoft; Yet private Intereft and 
Perfonal reguards, is always at the bot, 
tom. But however it was, we neednot, 
doubt but they as much perfwaded the, 
Parliaments and People of thefe times, 
that by the meer means or wayes of, 
Monopoly, preemption and exclufion, 
they could hedge in the Herring, Code. 
and other forts of Fifh, as fome of the; 
fame ftamp have,nota few of our N ciety | 

ours 


| 
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pours in Exgland, that they can thus not 
tpnly hedge in their Wool, but hinder it 
jpr any thing like it to grow elfewhere’: 
pr that they can heap up wealth by 
thedging out the Ish Cattle, the Flanders 
[Manutactures or fuch like. And that al- 
ho’ this matter be plain to us now, 
Hvhen is has had its full effeét, yet cer- 
Wainy it could not befo to them, or we 
Winay be fure, our Anceftors would 
ooner have confented to fell the Mo- 
jpopolifts to Twrky, than to grant them 
oO deftructive and fatal Preemptions 
nd Exclufions, as thefe with relation 
o the Fifheries have been. 
So that upon the whole we may fafe- 
y conclude, that it hath not been by 
jhe bad obiervation of good Laws, asis 
fgnorantly pretended by fome; but ra- 
jher by the good obfervation of bad 
)-aws, that the Fifheries of this King- 
jiom have been crufht and ruined. And 
hat nothing lefs pernicious to Trade 
ind Induftry, than the before mention- 
-d monopolys and exclufions gained un- 
ler the Glorious and Specious pretence 
of the good of the Publick, and in par- 
ficular of the Royal Buroughs: But 
in 


4 ( 85 ) eel, 
in reality only defigned and applved to} 
gratify the Intereft, Avarice and Hum-| 
ours of a very few privat Men, could fo} 
Totally have effe¢tuated this matter. | 

In order to rife happily, Nations and|' 
sreat Societies, as well as particular perel 
fons, ought in the firft place to confider} 
well, how and from whence theyjare| 
fallen. Wherefore untill fome further! 
and more ample Account, can be had 
of the matter, this breif view of the!’ 
moft open and Apparent Caufes, firit} 
of the difcouragement and decay, and/ 
afterwards of the Total lofs of the Fifh- 
eries of this Kingdom, may be of ufe! 
at leaft to put fuch as are curious, in the’ 
way of informing themfelves more fully ! 


and clearly herein. | 


i 
1h 
| 


But fince fome who have had their | 


.| 


thoughts on this matter, feem to be of | 
opinion, that whatever might be the 
firft Caufe of the difcouragement and } 
lofs of our Fifheries; Yet the 39 AG of ' 
the firft Parliament of King Charles the ! 
fecond Anno 1661. gave fuflicient encou- | 
ragement for retrieving thereof, had the 
fame been but feconded by a willing and 
capable People. We {hall here infert” 
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g purpofe. 


of Parliament, 


For which end his Majely, and the laid 
E (tates of Parliament, Eretts and Eftan 
olifbes particular Societies or Companies of 
‘ach of his Majesties Natural born, or 
N aturalized Subjects and their Sacceffors,, 
iis [ball put in the Sum of five hundred 
erks Scots or more into the Joint Stocks 
of [uch Societies or Companies, into a Body 
| Polt- 
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Politique and Corporat, to have a foint 
Stock and Poverto Ff, fbi in allana pe the 


Seas, Channels, Rivers, Floods and Lakes 
of ahd Kingdom, and Ilaeds therunto be- 


lonvine, gnd to bri ing in and Disburthen 
Such Hervines and other Filh, to all Ports, 
Harbours and Shoars, aud to lay the ape 


on Land, to pickle them with Salt, and to 
dry and Load the fame in Barrels and Pun-4 
cheons, to Build Houfes or little Cottages 


ana otber things neceffary for the ule of t the 
Said Fifbing Trade, in all places convenient, 
for and upon the Pa ayment of Twelve pence 


fterl. for each Laft of Fi ifh, and no more di- 


ret ly or inderetly unto the Lora or owner of 


fuchGround,as likewife toSell ufe and difpofe 


Such Herrings or other Filb to the Inhabi- 


tants, or carry, OF Tranfport the fame to 


Foreign parts, to fell ana difpofe thereof | 
to fuck as {ball be in Amity with his Ma-_ 


jefty. 

To choofe fuch of their own number as 
they think . fit for the making of Laws, 
Rules ana Shat utes, forthe better reoulat- 
ing carrying on, a management of the 
Fifberies , fe fuch ane being abwayes allowed 
ane approved by the Council of Trade; 
To which Laws and Rules, allthe Pilon 


ay a 


A 
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| and Parties ee hall be fubjet and 
| (ubmit themfelves. 
The faid Fifbings and all manner of Ma- 
terials Utenfils or neeeffaries belonging 
thereunto or tmployed therein, not only de~ 
Nclared free of all Customs and Tnpofitions ; 
W but the Ships, Boats, Veffels or Perfons, 
actually belonging unto, or imployed in the 
I fame Fifberies, no way lyable to be Preft 
for publick Service, or Arrefted by any 
| Creditor, 
) Dhat the Fifbers, Masters and Servants, 
their Materials ana Infiruments of Fifbing 
be not conveenable before any Fudge or fu- 
atcature: Or lyable to any Civil Actions, 
| Profecutions, Arrest or Attachment, for 
42d during the whole feafon or time of Fafh- 
ing and their imploymeut therein. 
) Novxe to have liberty to Export Herring 
Nor other Fifb, nor to have or ufe the above- 
Vwrittes Priviledges , excepting only thofe 
\vho {ball enter themfelves by a day left in 
I Olark or otherwife, afterward to be seclared 
free of one or other of ihe fard Companys or 
| Societies by the Council of Trade. 
| ~.Thus we have here inferted the 
moft material Subftance of this Act, 
}which altho’ it be a Monopoly, and 
} * Tia the 
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the A& it felf appeares fomewhat con- | 


fufed; yet there is no ground to doubt but 


the Original promoters thereof both in- | 
tended and have in effect a€tually there- | 
by doneService to theirCountry,butcer- | 


tainly not in any proportion to what they 


feem to have defigned,and altho’ as hath | 
been faid this Act bea Monopoly as ap- | 
pears both by the import and the praétice » 


thereof afterwards; Yet was it incompar- 


ably more foft and eafy,then thefe Barba- | 


rous Monopolies of the Kings, Fames the 
5th and 6¢4,and had it been made atany 
time during the firft Twenty or Thir- 
ty Years, after that Fatal AC of the 
year 1540. Whilft there was yet fome 
life, and confequently hope, in the 
then finking Fifheries, it might have 
revived and perhaps in fome part 
continued them to us to this day, but 
not being thought of, till above one hun- 


dred and Twenty years had paft, when. 


doubtlefs all the old Fifhers and Mater- 
ials of the Fifheries were not only gone, 
but long fince quite extinG, and in a 
manner utterly forgotten; in fuch a 


cafe as this, it was morally impoffible - 


this AC could recover the Fifhing. 
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zan two hundred yearsto conjureawa y 
ne greateft and beft part of the Trade 
i this fide of the World, which there 
ye good reafon to be given they 
uight otherwife have had to this day, 
I which they loft and afterwards the 
jcateft part of themfelves (to ufe the 
ord that had it’s derivation from 
ence ) by Inhaunceing the price, of 
Whatthey had, or did too much. And 
at only the Hanfe-Towns, have been 


thus 


thus, as it were, infenfibly and confe, 
quently the more effectually ruined}; 
but by this means within this laft two 
Ages, Spain and Portugal, have been, 
able, if not to exhauft, at leaft in che! 
greateft part to Bankrupt away the 
very Indies, having already brought 
things to fuch a pafs, that moft other 
Nations are not only able to do thing 
by Sea or Land, athird or fourth part 
Cheaper; but in many cafes three or 
four times as Cheap as they. j 
Perhaps there is not any one part on 
piece of Tradein the World, but might 
and would profper better without than) 
ina Monopoly, unle's it be in a very@: 
few and fingular Cafes, and never buy 
where the Monopoly is qualified with 
an eafy and reafonable permiffion, but. 
the very nature ofthe Fitheries, and all 
other forts of bulky and diffufive Trades, 
is utterly oppofite to a Monopoly or a: 
ny fort of Reftraint ; and ought to be 
free to allthe Inhabitants or thofe whe 
will come to be Inhabitants ofa Coun: 
try as the Air they breath-in: For al 
tho’ by reafon of the great Advan: 
tage this Nation hath in that matter a- 
bove 
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ove others, and ie common advan. 
ige there isof Thirty, Forty cr more; 
rv ceat, above the current price by o- 
ertaking the firft and flower of the for- 
gn Markets for Herrings, which in the 
Whole never amount to many hun- 
red, not to fpeak of Thoufand Lafts 
ft ayear: Some fmall or inconfiderable 
art thereof, might be carryed on by 
Wonopolifts, at leaft for a time, and 
yaull they fhould come gradually to 
pphaunce their prefumption and prices, 
ndleffen their Induftry, to an. Exhor- 
icancy Yet can it never come to any 
fping like that Perfection, or even fo 
ip to make one Tenth part of the pro- 
refs, which may bejuftly expe@ted 
goma national Oeconomy and Care 
Becrein. | 
} And for clearer light in this Matter, 
jt us take a brief view of the prefent 
fate of the Fifheries, and therein con- 
sider the Difficulties we are like to meet 
ith, in our profecuting thereof, as 
Wellas the Encouragemnts we have, 
gptwithftanding to perfevere in cafe the 
Weft ways, and moft reafonable Me- 
thods be propofed and followed for the 
| pro- 


the Fifhings; But they haveall Trades, 


(88 ) 
promoting and carrying on ofthis De-| 
fign. 

AP the taking of which view, we 
fhall find that fomeof our neighbours,’ 
efpecially the Hollanders are not only, 
bred up, experienced and ina manner, 
naturalized, and hardenedin, and toall) 
the parts of Navigation, efpecially to’ 


and Manufactures relating thereunto, 
inthe greateft perfection among them- 
felves: They have a vaft native con-' 
fumption which not only gives their, 
Fifh always a living price at home, but. 
enables them to keep great S:ocks and. 
quantities to fupply the Markets and. 
Countrys abroad: Their being known | 
and practifed in the Trade, gives not, 
only their Fifh a currency in foreign, 
parts, but their vaft demandsof Corn, 
and other Commodities produced by. 
the Northern and Eaftern Countrys,. 
which they take in Returns, puts them, 
inamanner out of hazard of traniport-, 
ing their Fifh only uponthe profpect. 
ofa fingle or outward freight. Their. 
Country isnot only more free from, 
Reftraints, Prohibitions, Monopolys, 

Pras 
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\/Przemptions and Exclufionsthan any in 
Europe,but the intereft or price of Mo- 
ney which commands all things they 
have exceeding low evenat the Rate of 
two, ortwo andanhall per cent per an- 
yam, And they have a free and favour- 
able Government to Trade. 
| On the other hand, as the matter 
now ftands, we want both Breeding 
bp to- and Experience in the Fith- 
ngs, and Navigation, and are in a 
manner wholly deftitute of the 
Vrades, Trad{f-Men and Manufa- 
Ftures fit for or relating thereunto. We 
not only want a native Confumption to 
hive Support and uphold the Currency, 
put alfo a Reputation in foreign Mar- 
kets for our Fifh: And as things are 
now ftated, the Commodities of the 


H-ontinent, ufually taken ofby the Ho/- 


= 


fo means fic for this Country, infomucl 


ypazard of exporting them on 
Freight. ‘The Intereft or price of 


° 


ee 
cy with us, reckoning one thing with 
Mnother is nearer treble chan doublé 
: M what 


i 


bh. Weare not | 

ed and inchant- : 

hibitions, ke || \ 

emptions and Exclr irfio ns ; but very late 

as well as former Exn ne ce hath tufiis f 
ur 


Ce.) y 
what itis with the Dut 
only {till clogged pefterc 
ed with Reftraints, a ‘0 


c 
; 


i 
Me i ; qa 
ciently taught us, ¢ 


e 


s, that Go overnment | 
hath hitherto, been ee enough from be} 
ing eith Pa rc co vii ited jor event 
inclined to Trade and Imp P rovements.| 
Tis true ‘theD itficulties we labour uns) 
der es nerally Advedcheneene artis 
ficial, and th iret ‘ore, fuch as may be req! 
moved, yet chegreatelt part of this Resi 
Retorm can never be made:but | 
at the Expence of much Money, Care, 
Pains and ‘Time. | 
For altho’ by the Eftablifhment ofa 
Council of Trade as is propofed, and o-! 
ther gracious Conceflicns of His Majefty)! 
in this Seflion or Parliament, both the! 
Conftitution and Inclination of our Gos! 
vernon nent with re nee tO weae: may 
come to be quite altered for the better t 
Yer doul btlets the other Obftacles will: 
not beremoved but vamtally and with! 
time. The very rawnefs and inexperis 


t 
a 


ence of our People, abftracted from the) 
reft of the difficulties we lye under, iff 
compared) 


ear) 
compared with with other things of this 
nature, cannot reafonably be “teckon- 
ed at lefs, than one third Sega Ney 
per cent difadvantage, and perl hapsal one 
is capable of out- ballancing a all the nate 
ya | advantages we have in thi is. matter, 
band doubrle(s the value or weight of the 
fother difficulties we have at prefent to 
Htrugle with im refpect of fome of our 
neig hbours is litcle lefs confiderabie. 
| T hus, altho’ by reafon of the vaft 
Poumbers of Herring and White-Fifh in 
fall our Channels, “‘Inletts and Lakes, 
the belt ander eateft Banksor Sholes of 
Wohite-Fifh among our Weftern and 
}) Northern Hlands 2 any where found, the 
jgreateft and principal Scholes of Herring 
not only never above ten or twelve 
Leagues from our Shores, but feldom 
more from fome good and convenient 
arbour during the whole Seafon. 
| ThisNation hath for the home Confum- 
| ption more than halfand near if not quite 
one third parc or fifty per cent natural 
Advantage for the Exportation ofthefe 
Aunds of Fifth above any other in Chri- 
ftendom, yet the forgoing particulars, 
together with es Experience, may 
| M 2 ferve 
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ferve to convince us, that thefe ‘natural 
advantages of ours sare not only equalled} 
but fo far overeballanc ced by the artifici-’} 
aland adventitious Difficulties we la- 
bour under, that in al probability the’ } 
National Fifheries cannot, or at leaft, |: 
is never like'to be recovered by the TH } 
duftry | of privat Men, meerly and fimp+}i 


ly confidered a asfuch: And ifit beim 
poffible at leaft nor ‘probable that they 


Bithecies canbe recovered by privat 
Men, they can certainly much ‘lef by 
Monopolies orgreat and unwieldly So-)) 
cieties. Since great Societies 11, matters of) | 
Trade, have: notenly naturally amuch) | 
more unwieldly lofe uncertain ‘and | 
confequently lefs ch ee indafi 


rig 


be 
ou Manager ies et on def iler Com mpanys) 
and particular P renerfhi ps of Men3 
But if fuch Societies have the Monoposy 


ayo any thing it is {till much vena 
ince we may ie fure this will not only | 
ae eight ‘ten their = efumption,but flaeken | 


7" 


neir Induftry the more. 
wae that we may be the better able 
to diftinguifh between the Interefts of. 
parti icular Men, whither Monopolifts | 
or otherwife, and that of the Nation in’ 
this 


; | 
l 
\ 


| oe 
this matter of the Fifheries. Let ‘us con- 
fider, that could we (as we hope in 
time) once come to have fufficient 
quantities of refined Salt made ‘forthe 
Bifheries and other ufes here at home, 
as things are now flated, and according 
to the prefent value and Denominations 
of Money. A Laftof ready cured and 
packt Herring or ‘White-Fifh would 
poflibly in foreign Materialsand Work- 
manfhip, nor {tand the Nation in quite 
Hfourry fhillings; Whereas fuch ‘a Laft 
} of Fifth might ftand privat Men, *but e- 
I {pecially unwieldly Societies or Mono- 
W polifts, at leaft nine or ten Poand Sterl. 
W per Laft ina foreign'Market. “Now 
} in fuch a cafe tis vifibly the Intereft of 
particular Men, ‘whether concerned 
‘inva Joynt-Stock or otherwife, rather 
to fell so0 Laftfor Pwelve Pounds per 
}) Lait, whereby they might get about 
Twenty per cent. tor their Money ; than 
} tote. Ten Thoufand Laft ‘ac_Ten 
| Pounds per Laft, ~where they’ could 
get nothing but Labour for their‘pains. 
But on the other hand by the Hundred 
/Laftat Twelve ‘Poands per Laft, the 
- Nationcould only get One ‘Thoufand 
) Pounds 


4) 


Pounds, whereas by the Ten Thou-)} 


fand Lafiat Ten Pouzds per Laft, the| 


Gain thereof would be no lefs than} 


So0co lib. or 80 times as much, 
Tis not only a received Maxim in 


Trade, that the fall of the price of any | 
current Commodity heightens or raifes | 
the Confumption proportionable ; at | 
leaft tofome certaindegree, which it) 
cannot naturally pafs, And that con= 
fequently the Rife of the Price will} 
fink the Confumption in the like pro- , 


portion ; Butin this particular cafe of 


Fifh, ithath been and is the Opinion | 


of many confiderable Merchants, and 


— 


experienced perfons herein, that if the | 


the price of Herring and other Salted or , 
Cured Fifth were funk one Fourth, or | 
perhaps butone Fifth part lower than , 


ina Medium, (taking Peace and War 
together) it hath been for the laft Forty 
Years, and ifa little morecare were 
taken in the curing and packing there- 
of then ufually thereis, all which could 


yy —- 


with care and Induftry be very well: 


done allowed andBorn both bytheDatch 


andus, that this would creat a demand | 
of more then double the Salted or Cured , 


Fifh 


95 - 
ith now confumed inChriftendom,and 
confequently Imployment for at leaft 
double the People therein, Befides we 
need not doubt, but werethere two or 
three forts of Sellers, inftead of one 
that even that would naturally give 
much more Life and Support, both to 
induftry, and the Currency of the 
Commodity. 
| Now in fucha cafe as this, and that 

this Kingdom, forinftance, had a de- 
mand of Ten Thovfand Laft of Fith 
qyearly from Foreign parts, it would 
Wdoubtlefs betheir Intereftto have the 
price of their Fith funk from Ten to 
gAighte or one Fifth part, if chey could 
be aflured that in ftead of Ten 
Thoufand Laft at Ten, they fhould 
now by thismeans have ademand of 
Mcdouble that quantity, or Twenty 
jihoufand Laft per Avzum at Bight ; 
Becaute thereby the Nation, in ftead 
Jor gaining only Eighty Thoufand 
Pounds per annum would now get one 
i Slundred and Twenty Thoufand, or a 
third part more, befides the proportion 
in their Confumption athome, Bur in 
jiucha cafe, particular Men, efpecially 
| fuch 


6) 
fuch as had the Mahossli, would ra- 
ther be foradvancing the price than 
lowering thereof, they would rarher be 
for felling, if it were but one half, or 
Fifty Lafts, inftead of a Hundred, ata 
Fitth part more, then double, or treble 
for any thing confiderable of a lefler 
price. 


Fifheries to be any thing like effectually 


retrieved by privat or particular Men, ' 


either out of, or much lefs in a Mono- 
poly, or indeed any other way, 
but by National Care and Expence: 
Not for the Prohibiting or Exclud- 
ing any; but towards the Support and 
Encouragement ofall particular Under- 
takers whatfoever, and indeed who are 


fo much concerned to be at the Ex-— 
pence and trouble of the recovery of, 


and the Learning and Breeding the Na-_ 


tion tothe Fifheries, as the Nation it” 
felf. Since where any particular Man” 
can poffibly get a peny by the Fifhe- 7: 
rics, the Kingdom in general confider- 
€das juch, will atleaft get Eight, and 
what — 


Sie 


By thefe and the like inftances that | 
might be given, It may plainly appear * 
how impoffible it is for the National ‘ 


Ge 
what would it be for the Nation, orany 
in their circumftances, in fuch a cafe 
as thisis, ifmeed were ro expend, and 
weven fink Two or Three Hundred 
} Thoufand Pouwsds Sterling, Or Were. it 
much more, to gain at leaft{o much per 
Annum for all time to come. 
} But by the method propofed, this 
Hncedsnot be, for inftead of Lots or Ha- 
zard, the Nation may be plentifully 
} Gainers in, and by every ftep they take, 
ince if things be taken by the right 
yaandie, all chefe National Improvments; 
}Such as imploying the Poor, confticut- 
Jing of Granarys, lowering the Intereft 
or priceof Money, carrying on the Fi- 
fheries, Manufaétures and Foreign 
Trade, havefuch an eafy connection, 
and are fonaturally linkt together, that 
in ftead of being a hinderance, every 
one helps to carryon the other, info 
muclvas'it may be fafely affirmed, that 
the doing the whole together’ may be 
much more fecure, Cheap'and ealy to 
the Kingdom, than toleave any ‘part 
i\thereof behind, which in fuch a ¢afe, 
could not fail to lye as a Dead weight 
and Difcouragement upon the reft. 
) INS gy ‘The 
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The conftituting of Granarys will 
not only open a Doorfor a great deal of 
good and profitable Work, but exceed- 
ingly contribute to the Maintenance of 
the Poor, and this confiderable confum- 
ption of Grain by the Poor. will not 
only greatly contribute to the keeping 
up and Maintaining the Granarys, and 
help to givethe Corn a natural curren- 
cy at Home, but very much tothe more 
eafy and profitable Vent thereof Abroad, 
For it ought to be confidered, that if 
thjs Conftitution was fetled, one of the 
ereatelt and moft profitable Trades to 
this Kingdom might be driven in Corn, 
but we may be fure this can never be by 


Exporting it, oreven giving Money © 


towards the Exporting thereof, when 


atthe loweft ebb of Cheapnefs, and © 
Buying it back again, When at twoor 


Three Prices as hitherto, but on the 


contrary, bylaying up, or Importing © 
when Cheap, and not Exporting but | 


when Dear, or at leaft when it yields a 


good and living Price in the Markets — 


Abroad. 


By the neareft Computations we are ‘ 
at prefentableto make, this Ere&ing — 
of 


1 


ofGranarys and Imploying the Poor, 
} might in the fpace of Five or Six Years 
time be capableof increafing the con- 
fumptioen of Grain in this Kingdom to 
) about one Fourth part more than it now 
is, or toanIncreafe of about Twenty 
~Thoutand Lafts per Anaum, Reckon- 
} Hight Quarters Exelifb, or Twenty of 
our Bolls to the laft, and’tis leit to eve- 
| , : z v2 * 
ry one to confider what Lite, Vigour 
} andimprovment, this would give to 
i the Husbandry, and confequently to 
the Lands and Rents of this Nation. 
} Andcertainly were the Husbandry once 
) under fo happy an Influence and In- 
}) couragement as this conftitution would 
j naturally yield: ‘This Kingdom would 
)) be eafily capable of raifing this, or if 
| need were, muchmorethan this, over 
| and above the quantities now railed. 
) Thecarrying on of theFifheries,toge- 
) ther with the Manufaftures depending 
| thereon, may alfonot only be capable 
of yielding Imployment, but likewite 
-fubfiftance for vaft Numbers of People, 
fincethere is reafon to think that to- 
wards the fuficient Maintenance of 
the Poor, when they fhall come tobe 
| N 2 ims 
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To» ) 


imployed,there may direCtly and indire- 


ely, go no lefs then a quantity of ! wen- 
ty T honda Lats of Herrin sand other 
Fifh yearly, more then hath been for 


fome Years paft, or is at prefent con-_ 


fumed inthe Kingdom, and this de- 
mand and currency at home 2 will in all 
probability nat turally make way for the 
Exportation and Foreign Vent of at 
leaft fo much more, fince tis ina great 
meaiure from and in proportion to the 
demand and currency of Commodities 
at Home, thar Merchants are, or can 
be enabied to furnith themfelves with 
ela and quantities for Foreign Trade 
or Exportation to Markets Abroad. 

The Granarysand the Fifheries will 
likewife have a very fingular conne@ion 
with, and relation to one another: 
For by reafon of their Granarys, the 
Council of Trade will be capable of giv- 
ing particular Life and Encouragem ent 
to the Frfheries; Since by them they will 
be capable of receiving Corn in the 
Hatt-Countr ‘ys, asa current Commodi- 
ty inreturn for their Pith; andoflaying 
ibe fame up from time to time as occali- 
n fhalloffer, and as generally {peaking 

more 


( tor ) 

nore fie for Store, or long keeping, 
Jaen that produced in this Country. 

| Befides the particular fupportand En- 
Jouragement, the Cozxcil of Trade will 
ecapable of giving to the Fitheries 
Jy reafon of the National Granaries, 
Jee general Enceuragements they will 
| f courte be able to giveto all manner of 
}anulactures,efpeeially to thofe belong- 
: 1g unto or more immediatly depending 
{ 


n the Fifheries and other forts of 
Navigation, will naturally creat fo 
reat a demand of the materials requi- 
}: from the Northern and Eaftern Coun- 
ays of the Continent, that we fhall 
ery rarely, if at allbe any more in 
Janger of Exporting our Fifh’ at the 
{sor hazard of only a fingle freight, 
Which weare fo very much now expof- 
i unto. 7 
_Andifto what hath been faid, we 
id the lowering the price of forbear- 
Ince, or ufe of Money, which can ne- 
jer be fo naturally or eafily done as_ by 
ich a Fund and National Council of 
|vade, and the puting the Nation in a 
yay ofmaking fufficient quantities of 


I 


}fined Salt hereat Home, which in all 


po ap- 
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appearance can hardly be done, or ay 
leait fo welland prohielisly done, ‘as by! 
fuch a conftitution: Tt will clearly and, 
plainly appear, how much more natu, 
rally beneficially and defufivly this Naj 
tional Conftitution will be capable of 
Retrieving and promoting the Fifherieg 
then any other wayes and means hither | 
to propofed. | 

Thus having made this brief dedus| 


y 
Gtion,and takena fhort view ofthe patt, 
and prefent ftate ofthe proper Fifherys. 
ofthis Kingdom, ’tis hoped that others, 
may hereby be moved to enlarge their, 
thoughts thereupon, as being a matter, 
of that confequence, as not only to des: 
ferve the pains and Scrutiny of every, 
good Country-man, but of the cleareff, 
Heads, and beft prepared breafts in. 
Chriftendom for and in order tothe put: | 
ing thereof in a true light. And not. 
only the protection and Countenance 
of a King of Scotland ftrictly confidere | 
ed: Butall che Proteétion Countenance 
and jupport thata King of Britain can, 
give ; as being capable in the moft nas 
tural, cafy, fecure and advantagious, 
way ‘hitherto dilcovered, ina very few 

Years; 


I 


) 
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fears, to increafe the Mariners, Ships 
nd Navigation of this whole [land to 
t leaft one third part more than they 
ow are. : 

_ And upon thewhole, it may be juft- 
jafirmed, that this is not only capable 


f being the moft confiderable thin 
IL 


| hat doth or perhaps can poflibly belong 
j this Kingdom, meerly confidered as 
| 


ich, fince greater Wealth may be here- 
Wy gained out of the Sea, than our Land 
}t prefent doth,or it may be is capable of 


yielding; but confidering all the good 

}onfequences thereof, every peny 

Jained by the Fifhings, may beat leaft 

}s good as three gained by any other 

Niome-Improvement: And that were it 

Inpofiible for the Fifhings only to be 

Hiectually retrieved, without giving 

ireble the before mentioned Funds, the! 
ation ought readily and cheerfully to 
Jomply therewith, and how much more 

)hen in fo natural eafy and advantageous 

| Way asis propofed. 

| By what hath been faid with rela- 

}ion to the Fifheries, we would by no 

jncans be underftood to mean any pre- 

judice, or to intertain other then ae 

| an 
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and refpetful thoughts of our Neigh-.|| 
bours the Hollanders, nor is there any} 
juft caufe of jealoufy or umbrage in this) 
matter. Since here is much more than} 
room enough in the Fifheries for us and} 
them. And certainly were there three} 
times as many concerned as now, there] 
would at leaft be three times the Bufiz! 
nefs, and yet ftill upon the Improving 
hand. For Trade is and will be caps! 
able of increafing Trade,Money, of be+’ 
getting Money ,and one Improvment of. 


ry 


making way for another to the end of: 
the World. And asthe Dutch, for more | 
then an Age have been,they will doubt-' 
lefs ftill continue to be confiderable in’ 
the Fifheries and Foreign Trade at leaft 
fo long and in fo far as they. fhall re-, 
member, and Aas if they remember-' 
ed,that it has not been by Monopolies: 
and Exclufions, but by the Generous. 
Principles of Eafe, Freedom and Secu- 
rity, which they have prudently op- 
poled to the heavy Impofitions, Res, 
{traints and Prohibitions of others, that 
they have been enabled to raife ‘all 


H 


i 


} 


felves. Tis true if quite contrary to all 
this, they who ofall Men living have. 
moft’ 


* 
4 
il | 


i 


S FORP) venilaek 
}moft known by experience, that 
Trade, 1s acoy. Miftrefs, and will not 
) be hectored but Courted. Ifeven they 
} fhall begin to take umbrage at the In- 
yduitry of others, if they fhall be for 
forlaking their Old and Virtuous Prin- 
ciples, and way of Courting Trade by 
Induftry, Frugality and Ingenuity ; 
and betake themi{elves to Force and Vi- 
olence, which has ruined fo many 
Wothers before, this indeed would look 
) but toolike afign of their declenfion ? 
| .However,it would feem, the Dutch 
jare not quite out of danger, of being 


| 
‘ 
| 
| 


taken by this Inchantment of Reftraints 
Wand Prohibitions, the Placaets of the 
jStates-General of April 1669. and of 
July 1673. With fome other of their 
late proceedings with relation to the 
)Fifheries and Foreign Trade, look but 


| 
}too much. like fymptoms of this. But 
jas thee are no true Friends to Religion 
‘and Liberty, and particularly that have 
had any tolerable knowledge of that 
\Proteftant Republick: Or acquain- 
Hitance with that Induftrious People, 

but ought to be forry to fee or hear 

of any thing that fhall but look like 
il O their 
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their decline, So in this Cafe, we may 
venture to tell them from experience 
that when ever they fhall begin to fore- | 
fake or confiderably to flaken their In- 
duftry, by having recourfe tothe mean 
and inefectual fhifts of Reftraints and 
Prohibitions, they will find to the coft | 
of their Country, that by thefe methods | 
‘they are at leaft as incapable of hedging |, 
inthe Herring ,white, and other forts of 
Fifh, as our Anceftors have been : And |. 
‘that we are fo far from being uneafy | 
with their Rivalfhip in this matter, | 
that we wifh they may gain by our j 
Experience, and not ftay till it fhall be ) 
confirmed by that of their own. 
To end this digreffion, whatever dif 
ferent humors er popular Animofities 
may fugge(t tis certainly not the Inter. 
elt of Britain and Holland to differ: And 
were there even juft grounds, for a | 
-mifunderftanding, as there really isnot , 
the common Care and Concern of Re- , 
ligion and Liberty, ought fufficiently to , 
incline both parties toan Accomodation. | 
Since ’tis certainly our mutual Interefts. 


S 


and Security, as matters are now ftated, ; 
not only that neither fhould decline; , 
but — 
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but that both fhould Profper and 
‘Thrive: Since we are like to have 
but too much to do with all our joint 
jinduftry and Improvements, to with- 
Iftand that dreadfull Storm, which is fo 


i 


Hopenly and vifibly arifine againft the 
Proteftant Religion and Liberties of 
Europe: All their progrefs and ours 
united, is like to be little enough 
to Ballance that growing greatnefs of 
ithe Popifh World; which at this day 
ftands fo Formidably Ranged under 
|the Banners of the Houfe of Bourbon; 
} Or it may be to avoid even our own 
fhares of thefe Gallique Chains, which 
jare in fo great a meafure already pre- 
pared for Chriftendom. | 
) Asin the Courfe of our Obfervations 
}) on the National Granarys, the Imploy- 
ment of the Poor, and the Fifheries, 
} fome hints have been given of the Con- 
| nection and relation thofe things have to 
) one another, fo upon due Confideration 
) we fhall find the fame Conneétion and 
)) Relation {till continue, between thefe 
jand the Manufa&tures. Since as the 
Fifheries and Navigation, are capable 
of being the Principal and Chiefe(t 
| O 2 Springs 
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Springs of our Manufactures; and In-» 


duftry at home; So thefe again 
of being the trueft and moft folid 
Fund and Bafis of theother, for what- 
foever fudden and floating motions may 
be made, or accidental flights may be 
taken and continued for a time, yet 


certainly it can only be jointly with 


and in proportion to the growth and 


increafs of our Manufactures and In-_ 


duftry ac home, that our Fifheries : 


and Navagation can make any folid 


or fteady progrefs in the World. We 
fee the Spaniards, who atthisday have 
the greate{t Scope for profizable Navi- 
gation of any people on Earth, or per- 
haps, all things confidcred, then the 
whole World befides; Yet for want of 
home Induftry, their Fleets are fo far 


from being fuch as can cope with thofe _ 
of Princes, that they have much ado to 


withiftand a few Pirats whenever they 


happen to Mutter againft them. And. 


altho’ they ftill makea faint and forry 
fhift to draw fome Gold and Silver frem 
their Indzaz Mines, yet “cis not for them- 


felves but for Strangers ; Sothat inftead- | 
_Of being Mafters as they otherwife  ) 


might, they are now become no better 


then © 


AA 
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en Slaves to others: And hereia 
table to that Excellent Saying of So/o- 
oa, Weeminently fee, the hand of the 
legent bearing Rule, but the flochful 
waer I vibate. 

The advantage this Nation hath in 
re Situation for the Fifheries and Na- 
igation, doth not only exceedingly 
ontribute to its fitnefs for Manuta- 


ftures, but the People thereof are, or at 


alt are capable of being, as eafy in 


heir Taxes and of Living as Cheap as 
Inhofe of any Trading Nation in Chrift- 


ndom, befides which we have here at 


Jome confiderable quantities of good 


nd convenient Materials for this pur- 


pote, fuch as Wool, Hemp, Flax, Lead, 


ad other Native product; But altho’ 


}-veral Manufactures of thefe are al- 
Heady on foot; Yet it muft be confett 
Hot in any tolerable degree of Per- 
jection, and of the many Trades de- 
ending directly on the Fifheries and 


|Navigation, we have as yet but few, 
ind thete hkewife far enough from be- 
jag in an Improving and Flourifhing 
yrate. All which defects manifeftly 
procced from the Rawnefs and Inex- 


|| perience 
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perience of our people, many whereof! 
feem not only to want the knowledge} 
but even the will to Induftry ; Nor ar¢ 
they at all fingular inthis matter, but)i 
as hath been already faid juftlike fuck! 
another Mafs of Mankind in their cir 
cumftances, for how vata difference ig! 
there naturally between an Induftrioug! 
and an Idle man, to fee with what Eafe} 
ExaCinefs, and even delight and fatis. 
fa&tion, one whois Mafter of his Work! 
goes about his Bufinefs, and performs: 
his Task, whereason the contrary, hei 
who wants knowledge, and experience,' 
or even but the ufe and praCtice, altho?! 
he have other equal natural qualificati+! 
onsican for the moft part, neither do half! 
the quantity nor any thing near fo well): 
tho? with much more Trouble and! 
Fatigue, both of Body and Mind. = 

Now if, asinthe cafeof the Fithe.! 
ries, it fhould be askt, at whofe pairs and ‘ 
expence ought the people of this King-! 
dom, be broken off, from this habit of 
Idlienefs, or in many cafes perhaps un- 
profitable Work, and learned and train«! 
ed upto Induftry, will Monopolifts or! 
private Men, not rather chufe at all’ 

times 


| 


| Curr 
mes todeal, but for One Hundred 
pads? Or to fet only One Hundred 


Wien to Work, where they can get 


“en per cent. for their Money, then to 
eal fora Thoufand pouads, orto feta 


4 houfand Men at Work, where only 
iive per cent. can be gained. The 


| 

at whereof is plain, that fince 
i can make Five or Six per cent. 
| 
| 


uf their Money at Intereft, or upona 


i 


urchafe, they will never be at the 
ipains,or run the Rifque of puting it into 
irade, without a much greater pro- 


le 


ypc& of advantage, whereas quite 


ontrary to all this tis not feldom the 


| ntereft of the Nation, rather even to lofe 


‘ive or more per cent .by their proper Mo- 
pey, tohave double the people imploy- 
d,or Work done, fince for the moft 


Ipart the Nation confidered: as fuch, 


nay gain at leaft on half, nay fometimes 
wbove Three Fourths of the produce by 
profitable Manufaétures. : 

 ?Tis true we find it the cultom of not 


): few Trading Nations as an Encou- 


agement to ‘Trade and Induftry to 
srant Monopolys of any new invention 
pr to thofe concerned ia the firft intro- 


| | ‘duceing 
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duceing of Manufa@tures to a Country, 
but in this we may likewife obfery, 
that thefe Monopolys are commonl}| 
granted, but for Fourteen, Fifteen, d/ 
hardly exceeding Twenty Years: An 
altho’ thefe fort of Young Monopolys} 
as hathbeen faid, be not fo pernicio! 
as others, and that this be indeed Ont 
way of Learning of Arts unto,and of be| 
getting Induftry in a Nation, yet furely, 
“tis fo far trom being the beff, that i 
wereoiten, nay forthe moft part, muck 
better fcr a ‘Prince or State, to give 

double or treble the Sum gained by the, 
Monopoly, asa reward tothe Tovene. 
tor or Introducer, fince it not only, for, 
the tine ‘at leaft, poffibly hinders Four. 
or Five, but itmay be Eight or Ten 
times the people from going into ‘the, 
matter, but not feldom proves fobada: 
preprative, asin a great meafure to! 
bavlk the further growth and progrefs. 
thereof, even when the Monopoly isat. 
an-‘end. easiet sg nyt i 
Befides feveral Monopolys that have: 
been granted for, or at leaft in order to: 
the Introduceing, and for theI ncourage- , 
ment of the Manuta@ures of this King-. 
: dom, 


| 
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iom; great fice’ have been, and ftill 
ire propoted to be done in that matter, 
Ipy the Prohibiting the Exportation of 
Wool, but this is either done by 
ome, who, whither it beor not, at 
ealt think it to be their private Interett; 
t by others who are not ufed,or it may 
benot willing to look far into confe- 
juences,and are therfore apt toconfound 
heCaufes of things with theEffe@ts, and 
he Effects with the Caufes,and ro draw 
fron from Accidents, without 


‘ver contulting, whither they have 
ny fore of correfpondence with, or 
: elation to the Cafe , but ifthefe Gentle- 
Hen would take but any reafanable 
jp2ins in this matter, they might be eafi- 
iy convinced that this old and thred bare 
Whitt of prohibiting the Exportation of 
Wool, is not only in its nature inefleCtu- 
iil for the ends propofed;fince whenever 
}¢ yields a price worth runing the rifque, 
}« fhalland will alwayes be Exported 
"Abroad, nay even it inftead of Re- 
Wtraints and prohibitions, we fhould fet 
Guards and Garrifons to keep it in, but 
chat to this Kingdom it is, and can be of 
pernicious sees Be fince it equal, 


) ly 


iT 
ly difcourages both the Raifing and Jm-| 
porting of Wool, astothe Railer wef! 
may befure, no Man willlay our him-} 
felf, or it may put his pofterity upont 
laying out themfelves to cultivat, Ime} 
prove and raife greater quantities of a! 
Commodity, which he knows muff af-|i 
ter all'be at the difpofal of other! 
people,and that it muft be they, and nogt 
he,who pretend to fet the price. The Im-} 
porter hath doubrtlefs the fame reafont 
not to bring, or fend his EffeCtsno more! 
then he would his perfon to a prifon,but) 
efpeciallyto a Country, whichis fo far! 
from having Stores of this Commodity, } 
that perhaps the value of Five Thou-! 
fand Pouwsds frerling, ov lefs in Fine) 
Wool extraordinary at a timeis capable! 
to fink the price, at leaft on Third pare: 
or Fifty percent. whereas was this mate: 
‘ter ona jutt foot, this Nation mightal-' 
wayes have a Stock of not lefg hen One) 
Hundred Thoufand pounds Sterling 
worth of fine Wool; more then they! 
hitherto ufe to have; which indeed! 
might be capable of keeping Wool, | 
like Corn, from flying from one Extre- | 
mity to another, as it ufually. does in| 
this Country. | In 


eaters 5 | 
In all Countreys like this, where 
‘Husbandry and Pafturage are the prin- 
cipal fupports: And where there is 
neither confiderable Stocks, not impor- 
tations, there is no doubt but Corn and 
Wool will ina great meafure always 
not only increafe and decreafe, but rife 
and falltogether , or otherwife, cer- 
tainly, thofe who are concerned in raif- 
‘ing of Wool muft be flarved or in avery 
bad condition, fince, if theit Wool can- 
| not yield them two or three prices as 
Cora does to the Husbarid-man, they 
Jimuft go without one half, or perhaps 
two thirds of their fubfiftance, and 
| doubtlefs this was the principal occafion 
ofthe late Rifeof Wool, and notthe 
‘Exportations, as fome among the en- 
thinking Crowd are apt to imagine:ror 
certainly had there been One Hunarec 
-ThoufandLaft of Cors,and a quantity © 
One Hundred Thoufand pownes valite in 
} fine Wool more in this Nation Vive 
Years ago, then there was; Neither 


| 


ee 


% 


9 the one or other could havertiten te fucl 


EXtreriities, and yet perhaps the Nas 
} tion fhould be at leaft Phree Millions 
| Sterling Pachet then itis at this day. 

| be What- 
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Whatever efie& Refiraint on the 
Exportation may have upon the price} 
of Wool, in making it worth little or 
nothing for a few Moneths, or it may } 
be forfome Years; yet when by this} 
both the Raifer and Imporier are fen- | 
fibly difcouraged, there is no doubt, } 
but that Extremity will as naturally pro- | 
duce another inthe matter of Wool, as |: 
it doesinthat of Corn: And {0 at this 
rate, one Extremity may produce ano- 
ther tothe end of the World, and thete } 
extravagant fitsand ftarts may difable | 
the Nation forever, from making any | 
folid or fteady progref§ in this part of | 
their Induftry, 

We {ce our Neighbours the Hollen. | 
ders, whom we have frequently men. ; 
tioned on other occafions, who having 
little Wool of their own, are therefore 
forced to fetch it from Poland, Bohemia, 
Silefia, Several other places of Germany, 
England, Iretand, and other places of _ | 
Chriftendom, and notwithitanding all 
this, and thatthe People of this Nati- 
On are generally able to work, atleaft 
Fifteen or Twenty per cent. cheaper; 
thenthey: Yet what a progrefs have  , 

| . they 
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lithey madeand do they ftill make in 
the Woollen Manufactures, and all this 
(without the helpof Reftraints; which 
when ever they fhould come to try, 
they would doubtlefs find that there- 
Wby the Importation inftead of the 
Exportation of Wool fhould be difcou- 
raged, asthey but lately prety teverely 
Yelt,in their but beginning to practife 
spon that of Corn. 
] Were things of this nature rightly 
‘profecuted and promoted herewith us, 
hs now they are quite otherwife, there 
‘is no doubt, but we could work as 
Cheap in the Woollen Manufactures, 
}nd confequently give as good a price 
jor Wool, as any People in Europe,and 
‘be capable of working upmuch more 
Vine Wool, then this Nation either 
Hoes, or canbe able to raife: And yet 
f the raifers fhall be encouraged, in- | 
Vtead of being oppreft and Crufht by 
Reftraints and Prohibitions, they may 
‘eafily be brought toraife double if not 
Wreble, the Fine Wool they now do, 
jpefides that confidering the Advanta- 
jzeous Returns thereof, we may have 
}rom the Haft-Countreies, . and elfe- 
| where 
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where for oir Fifth, and the doar that’: 
naturally opened to us, by thefe vial) 
lent Reftraints on Expottations of Wool, 
in our Neighbour Countries: this Na} 
tionmight be madé one of the beft, 
Staple Ports for Wool in Exrope; And, 
by that means the rifing and fallirie off 
the price thereof would be prevent:| 
ed in amore folid effectual and durable; 
way then iseven pretended to, by thofé 
who are fo Fond of this Prohibition,| 
who, if all things be duely confidered, | 
will be found to have much lefs Reafon,, 
to prefumeé, they can this way hedgé| 
in our Wool and Woollen Manutacturés, | 
then ourAnceftors had for hedging in thé) 
Fifh,fince they had net only much sreats | 
er natural Advantages on their fide, but, 
hardly the leaft profpect of any fuch Po- | 
tent Rivals,as we have maniy at this day; 
inthe matter of Wool and Woolen Mae ; 
nufactures. : 

But firicethere is fomewhat much | 
nicer in this queftion of Exportation of : 
Wool at this Juncture then all what 
hath been faid, and which will besfitter : 
jor the confideration of a Council of | 
Frade, when eftablifhed thén to be ex | 
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Hsofed in thefe papers: And fince tis 
liropofed as one of their principal pew- 
ars toDifpence with Reftraints and Pro- 
Haibitions, when they fhall find them 
fprejuidicial go Trade, they only will be 
noi capable, not only to underfiand, 


put to put thisand fuch hike things as 
hig inatruelight; and to ao svhat is 
requifit therin. 

And to conclude this Head, general- 
ily {peaking the Manutfa€tures of this 
JNation are in fo very great diforder, 
that were there no other reaton for con- 
}iituting fach a Couscil of Trade, this 
}were fuficient; Since it may be juftly 
yprelumed, fuch a Council in a few | 
Years may not only be capable of Im- 
Jproving the Manuta@tures of this King- 
jdom to double or treble che Advantage 
they now make, but thereby to bring 
jthe Poor, who at this day, are the 
\greatelt weight and burden upon the 
Andufiry and Morality ef the Nation, to 
| bethe trucit and firmeftiupports of both. 
} Next tothe Manufaétues and Artifi- 
}cial Products, the Mines, Minerals and 
other Natural Produéts of this King- 
‘}dom, deferve ovr confideration, tee 
On y 
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only, beeaufe that herein the Materials} 
as well as the Workmanfhip is, and| 
would be our own, but becaufe there}: 
are good Reafons to think that great and |; 
confiderable Advantage and Improve.| 
ments, might be made in thofe,ty a Na=} 
tional Conftitution, the which can ne- |, 
ver be expected from the pains, Care |. 
or Expence of private Men. | 

The lowering and finking the Inte- | 
reftof Money, not by force or Coertion, | 
but by gradual and natural fteps and 
means, would be none of the leaft Ad- 
vantages of this Conftitution, fince it | 
may be reafonably expected that they 
may bring therate of Intereft down to 
Three per cent. orunder, inthe {pace of 
Four or Five Years, and altho’ it muft 

be acknowledged, that other methods — 
for lowering the Intereft of Money | 
might be propofed ; Yet there isreafon 
tothink, that none will, or can be fo na- 
turally eafy,or indeed fo effectual as this, 
or fuch a National Conftitution and 
Fund as this would be. 

For the truer fenfe, and better under-. 
{tanding, of how great a National Bene- 
fit this would prove,it ought to be confi- 

dered 
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J fidered that the whole Induftry of a 
| Country is affected by the weight of 
the Intereft of Money; and whither 
fuch Induftry ever come to be bought, 
fold or bartered, or not, this alters not 
ithe Cafe in general, fince, as Money 
isthe ftandard of every thing, fo all 
Jchingsare valued by Money ina Trad. 
ying Country, and’ as the Intereft of 
Money isreally and a@tually an Impofi- 
‘}tion onall forts of Induftry; fo as hath 
{been inftanced in our obfervations on 
equal Taxing, ithatha double, a Pofi- 
yiive and a Negative Effe@, which in 
‘his particular Cafe, may be  illuftrated 
thus ; Asit hath been already faid, that 
}he Confumption of this’ Nation may 
hmount tO 3, 400, 000 lib, Let us now 
luppofe, that the prefent value ofthe 
Induftry may amount to 35 300, 000 
‘ib, frerling per Annum, and {uppofing 
he Rate of Intereft of Money with 
4s to beat 6 per cent. infuch a cafe, 
may be reafonably inferred, that there 
4s hardly any Man will be inclinable 
oimploy his Money in Trade or Bufi- 
‘ets, without the hope and profpe@ of 
}ouble the ordinary Intereft, orthe rate 
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of Twelve per cent. per Aunum. But ae |, 
gain fuppofing this Rate of Six per cent. | 
could by natural and reafonable means | 
be brought down to Three, thereis no 
doubt, bat thofe who before would not 
puttheir Money into Trade, undera |i 
profpeét of Ten or Twelve per cent. per | 
Annum, Would now as readily do it for 
Six, becaufe by the fecond they double | 
the Intereft of their Money, and by the |; 
the firft they did nomore; And fince | 
every one who has beenconcerned in, | 
or feen the Pra&ife in Countrys, where j 
there is confiderable difference in the | 
intereft of Money, do know this to be ; 
true, we may juftly conclude, that by | 
{uch an alteration as this, the Induftry 
of this Kingdom would be eafed ofa ; 
Weight or Impofition of Six per cent. 
per anaum, and which in the whole may ° 
amount to a Sum of 198,000, or to 
come to an even number, of about 200, © 
000 2b, flerling Yearly. 

This Eafe, and confequently Im- 
provement of the Induftry, would 
chiefly and principally fallon the Lands 
by two feveral ways. Firft, The fall 
ofIntereftone half, would see 
raife 
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Jraife the value or price of Lands, at 
jleaft one Third, or Fifty per cent.in the 
}purchafe. And in the fecond place, it 
}would raife eventhe Rents or Value of 
}the incomes about one Sixth part. Since 
}uppofing the Rents of the Lands of this 
Kingdom te be, as hath already been 
Vaid, about 1, 200, 000. lib. flerling. 
1This Two Huudred Thoufand Pounds 
per Annum propofed to be lowered in 
Intereft, or this way taken off from the 
Induftry, would gradually,and in a rea- 
‘fonable courfe of time come to Centre 
Jinand be addedto the Land, and con- 
‘fequently to its value; as to the moft 
Natural Fund, and Baffis thereof. 
But as there can hardly a publick good 
)be propofed, but fome private Intereft, 
Sor humour or other will of courfe 
be for making oppofition. ?Tis poffible 
tothisit may be objefted, by fome of 
\thefe few, whoaltogether, or forthe 
| mott partare fubfifted by ufury. That 
‘this lowering of Intereft, may not 
only bea prejudice to them, but to fe- 
veral Widows, Orphans, and other 
') weak people, who live only, or for the 
| moft part on their Money ; But tothisit 
Q 2 may 
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may be Anfwered, That as tothofe who|, 
are {trong and able in Body and Mind, | 
for fome lawful Imployment or other, | 
*tisjufty fuppofed, that no State, who} 
pretend toany fhare of Wifdom or Pru- |) 
dence willincourage fuch a fort of Idle | 
People; Efpecially, when perhaps in | 
this Nation, they are not one in two |; 
hundred tothereftof Mankind; And | 
how unaccountable would it be fora 
Country, either to make or keep up 
Laws toincourageand indulge onein 
two hundred of their People, not only to | 
live Idle themfelves, but by theinflu- 
ence of their Ufurys and Extortion as ; 
wellas Example ; to crufhthe Induftry | 
of others,above Ten times as muchas the | 
value of their whole neceflary Expences | 
amounts unto; ’Fis true the Widows ; 
and Orphans, who live on their Money ; 

may beabout double the number of thefe 
_ more able Drones; bur yet even thefe : 
do notinthis Country perhaps amount | 
to One per cent. ofthe wholePeople, And | 
15 it not more reafonable thefe few fhould | 
live at fo much lefs Expence, or betake | 
themielves to fome fort of honeft Indu- | 
firy, then thatthe whole Nation thould 
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\\fo intolerably fuffer on their account? 
'\Befides all this, it ought to be confidera 
edthat by the fall of the Intereft, the 
ways of gaining would be fo multiply- 
\ied, and fuch comfortable and credit- 
able methods for Maintenance and 
|\{upports would. of courfe be provided, 
(for fuch as really could not live or 
|ubGit of themfelves, as would be much 
Jimore then capable of.compenfating the 
real lofs of any who in fuch a-cafe could 
jinthe leaft, deferve the publick care or 
\commiferation. _ 

| As’tis only by our Home Induftry, 
iithat we canbe bet enabled to raife 
Ships, Weflels, Materials for Navigati- 
on and proper Commodities for Foreign 
Vent, and that the eafy and cheap per- 
\formance ofall this muft proceed from 
the due and orderly Imployment of the 
‘Poor, the moderat and regular Rates of 
Corn and other Provifions; As alfo of 
Materials for Manufacture and Intereft 
of Money: So *tis only our Navigation 
Nithat can be the moft direct and benefi- 
') cial Conveyancers of thofe growths and 
| Manufactures to Poreign Markets, or of 
| breeding and increafing Seamen or other 
perfons 
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perfons capable of the Management 
of Foreign ‘Trade: infomuch, — that 
what hath been already faid with rela} 
tiontothe Fifheries will likewife hold 
in allother parts of the Navigation)’ 
That istofay, that, Nationally {peak+! 
ing, and all things confidered, every) 
peny gotten by the Kingdom in Foreign! 
Trade, may juftly be reckoned worth! 
Three by any other Home Improve; 
ment: And thatcommonly where any) 
particular Mancan get apeny, the Na-| 
tionin general may get Seven or Eight; 
Since befides the influence the Increafe 
ofour Foreign Trade, muft needs have} 
on allour Home Induftry, thefe vat 
{mportations of Gold and Silver with-! 
in the laft two Ages hath already} 
brought things to fuch a pafs, that! 
even where Husbandry and Paftu: |! 
rage is in greater perfection, and upon! 
a much more beneficial foot then in this | 
Kingdom, the Labour and Induftry of | 
‘Two Men imployed in Husbandry is in | 
direct value for the moft part worth 
but that of one imployed in Manufa- | 
tures: As Three in Manufactures are 
worth butT woimployed inNavigation. | 
Certainly 
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Certainly thefe and the like con- 
Hiderations ought to be fufficient Mo- 
‘ives for inclining and engageing this 
Kingdom, to promote and fupport its 
Foreign Trade (if need were) by all 
the juft wayes and means that are or 
canbein its power, but how much 
limore, when this can be done, in fona- 
sural, eafy fecure and advantagious a 
jjmethod as is here propofed, when by 
out a {mall and inconfiderable part, 
not of the prefent produé but only 
of the Improvement of our Home 
iinduftry, fo very confiderable Sums 
may be raifed to carry on our Foreign 
Trade: Sinceit may be reafonably pre- 
jjtumed, that by this conititution in Five 
}jor Six Years fpace, the value of the In- 
}duftry of this Kingdom may be advanc- 
Jedto near, ifnot quiteto one Fourth 
‘ypart, or to about the value of Ejghe 
Hundred 'Thoufand Pound fterling year - 
ly more than it now is, and yet may be 
) {till upon the Improveing hand, and fo 
|jas ina reafonable courfe of timeto bring 
}}it to amuch greater Sum. 
| Doubtlefs, from hence it may be de- 
jmanded, why this Inftitution was not 
| ine 
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introduced in the very beginning) 
Since if things be as they are here repre- 
fented, the Nation might thereby have 


j 
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Been in acondition to have Anually 
contributed more confiderable Sums] 


then all what the Subfcribers have ad- | 


vanced during the {pace of Five Years) 
together, and altho this had been all | 
loft, yet the Country might perhaps | 
have been a Million /fer/ing Richer then } 
itis at thisday: And fince not only | 
this, but much more then this might H 
have been done, had thefe been Years o | 

| 


as great Plenty, as they have been of 


Scarcity. l 

But fuch as may be inclined to ask this . 
queftion ought likewife to obferve, 
that this can ftill be carryed much fur. 
ther, andparticularly by faying, if this 
had beendone, but Five or Six Years, ; 
before thefelaft Years of Scarcity, the 
Council of Trade might have fo ordered h 


matters, as to have rendered that very 
Accident, as Beneficial as it hath been | 
difadvantagious to this Kingdom: But 
that fince {uch a Conftitution was not 
then fo much asthoughton, much lef 
eftablifhed, wehave only every Body, 
| and 
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and confequently no Body to blame. 
__ Thofe who were principally concern- 
:din promoting the Eftablifhment and 
Hefignes of the Company, might pofli- 
ly ther be much unacquainted with the 
VAsairs of this Kingdom, both as toMen 
jand things, but efpecially in that of Na- 
‘ional Improvements, which for any 
ching we know, have hardly ever yet 
peen made the bufinefs or general ftudy 
of any capable perfon,either at Home or 
“Abroad, perhapsthey might be doubt- 
tol, whether they were capable of bring- 
ing the Nation to engage ina matter of 
‘this confequence allatonce, and ra- 
\ther judge it advifable to begin witha 
jpart,and fo incline them to the whole by 
‘degrees. ’Tis poffible they might be fo 
‘Wwery intent upon getting the fir{t pof- 
feffion, and footing info valuable a 
Settlement as wasintended, as to poft- 
jpone the thoughts of every thing elfe: 
And as not in the leaft fufpe@ing the 
unaccountable Treatment and Oppofi« 
tion at Hamburgh and elfewhere, might 
have the greateft part of their depen- 
\dance on a Foreign Stock of Money, 
‘| which at that time might appear to 
| R them 


be 
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eps 
them the readieft and eafieft Way of 


bringing the Foreign Trade, and toge- | 
ther with that, all other National De- | 


fignes about. 


But'to leave all thefe more remote 
Conjeftures, let us fuppofe, that as there 


are things to be known to Morrow, 


which aré not revealed to Day, andas’ 


Men at beft do, but knowin part, and 


can only come to the underftanding of | 


things by degrees: Soaltho’ this Scheme 


be doubtlefs very imperfet, in refpect’ 


to what it may be brought to in time, 
Yet ’tis likly that even this did not all 


prefent it felf to the thoughts of any 


one or more Men at once, poffibly they’ 


faw but darkly into thefe things at firft,” 
they might not be fo much perfwaded 


of the weight and confequence of the 


particulars, of the whole together, of 
their Connection with and Relation to” 
one another, or of the way and means 


of putting them in Execution, as they - 


might be afterward And upon fur- 
ther confideration, ’tis likly, thefe were 


not only the thoughts of fome Hours or — 
Dayes, but ofnot a few Moneths, and © 
thisafter the experience and difficulties — 

? of 
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of many Years. Nay it may be, the rife 
_and progrefs of fome of thefe thoughts 
| are in no fmall meafure due to the very’ 
i] Nature weight and variety ofour prefent | 
Difficulties and Difappointments; per- 
WW haps nothing lefs then the many repeat- 
cd and various difappointments of our 
‘Company, the fad effects of the late 
greivous Dearth, the Miferable condi- 
tion ofour Poor, and in a word the 
Wgreat and general diforders in- all our 
1 National Affairs, could have taken fo 
Wdeep an Impreffion, oratthistime have 
occafioned fo narrow a fearch, or fo 
exact a Scrutiny, as has already been 
#nade into fome of the matters contain- 
Wcdin thefe Propofals: And _ after all 
qnothing lefs then therepeated Gracious 
Affurances given by His Maijelty to 
concur in every thing that can be rea- 
fonably fallen upon for retrieving the 
Company, andtherewith the Nation; 
JAnd for fettleing our Trade on fure 
}Foundations: Together with the Hope 
Jand Affurance of a Parliament frankly 
‘end generoufly inclined to all this; could 
have given the needful Life, Encou- 
ragement and Support to any thing 
| R2 lik 
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like a due profecution of thoughts of } 
this nature. 

Befides the Advantages, this Fund } 
and Conftitution may be capable of | 
yielding in the beforementioned parti- / 
culars of Granarys, Imploying and re- | 
lieving the Poor, carrying on and pro- | 
moting the Fifheries, the Manufacto- | 
ries, Cultivating andJmproving the 
Native Produéts, Lowering the Inte- 
reftof Money ; and promoting and 
{upporting the Foreign Trade of this 1 
Kingdom: There are two others, | 
which altho” but confequential to thefe; 
Yet are they of fuch weight and confe- 3 

| 


quence, that were there no other or 
greater benefitto be expected from this 
Conftitution, they might be fufficient | 
Motives for the Eftablifhment thereof. | 
The firft of thefe isthc augmentation | 
and Increafe of His Majefties Revenue, 1 
which by this means will naturally fol- 
low,two manner of ways, that is to fay, 
both ordinary and extraordinary, by | 
the ordinary, the Revenue, efpecially 
thefe greater Branches of Homeand 
Foreign Excife, will not only improve | 
an proportion tg_ the Improvement of ) 
te 
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| the Kingdom ; but in proportion tothe 
| vaft difference there will naturally be, 
| between the quality and nature of the 
} Confumption of the People, when the 
| Nation fhall once be brought as much 
j}uponthe thriving or growing, as now 
it isupon the declining hand. As to 
|) the extraordinary, when this Conftitu- 
} tion fhall come to be fixed and fettled, 
jas it may very well be in Five or Six 
Years: or with good and careful manage 
}mentin little more then half the time, 
Jit will from the very Improvement be 
capable of eafing the Nation ofall extra- 
ordinary Taxes as Cefs, Pole, Hearth- 
| Money, and fuch like grievous and un- 
equal Dutys for ever after,at leaft, as far 
jasa Sum of not exceeding Fifty Thous 
Mand pounds flerling Yearly will go: 
\)Andnot only fo, but likewife upon 

more than ordinary emergencys, where 

much greater Sums might be required, 

this Conftitution would not only be cape 

able of rendering the Moneysto be raif- 
jed by Anticipation, much more ready 
jand current ; but even of rendering 
Taxing it felf much more eafy and 
yequal then it otherwife could peeiy 
| tah € 
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be. Sinceby this means the com+ 
mon objectious againft Excifes, as that, 
on the one hand, they are not eafily} 
brought to bear, asbeing for the mo af 
part feveral Years before they can bel 
fettled andmade effeQual: Soon the} 
other being of an eafy and infen- | 
fible nature, when once afoot, renders| 
them hard to be laid afide, and confe- 
quently dangerous to Liberty ina regu- 
far Monarchy, will be naturally and 
effeGtually, folved in the Coxzeil of 
Trade: Since as being the National 
Truftees, fuch Funds may from time 
to time be committed to their Admini- 
ftration, and by them the Money may 
be advanced to the Government by 
Anticipation or otherwife. | 
~ Thus the Nation may hereby not 
only be eafed of its prefent uneafy 
and unequal wayes of Taxing, but the 
King, ashe is moft of all concerned in 
the Kingdom, will ‘naturally reap the 
far greateft fhare of the benefit. Since” 
hereby His Majfties Kingdom, (all 
things confidered) may be render-. 
ed perhaps little lefs than three _ 
times as capable of giving and af.’ 
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fording Supplys; and confequently 
ree times as valuable to him, as it hath 


iitherto been. 
The other confiderable Advantage, 


which may be reafonable expeéted from 


his Conftitution, will be that befides 
he hope, we juftly have of the acceffi. 


\poot Foreigners, this will doubtlefs be 


he moft powerful and effeéftual mean 


hat can poffibly be thought upon, to 
\inviteand draw home to their Native 


~ouutry, no fmall Numbers of thefe 


jpreat multitudes of our Country-men 

who have been driven Abroad by the 
jjate Oppreffions; and ftill continue in 
| oreign Parts, by reafon of our prefent 


Diforders, 

And now to conclude our Reafoning 
pm thefe Seventh and Hight Articles in 
articular, ‘and on the Funds in general, 


lowing thatthe. Funds hereby propo- 
ijed were defigned for National Ex- 


ence, as they are quite otherwife, thas 
sto fay, only for National Improve- 
nents; Yet this Nation would fill be 


Weryeafy in their ordinary payments, 


in refpeét, or when compared with 
ome oftheir Neighbours; but efpeci- 
| ally 
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ally the Hollanders, who Reckoning the | 
conveniency of the Alternative, do not |. 
only pay abovethree times the value of | 
this Impofition on Corn in particular, | 
but in proportion to their Refpettive | 
values, at leaft Three timesas much | 
in the general, as would be payed by | 
this Kingdom, even afterthis Confti-| 
tution fhould be eftablifhed: And ’tis, 
hop’d ther’s none who but pretend tobe 
good Countrey-men of thisNation, who | 
would not according to their feveral 
Abilitys,be content to pay full asmuch, , 
if not more then the Dutch tohave their. 
Country but halffo flourifhing as that of 
theirs. | 
But on theother hand, ifthefe Dutys. 
fhallbe taken, confidered and under- 
ftood, not as they at firft may feem;. 
but as they really are not as Taxes and 
Sums raifed for National Expence ; but. 
for the making and promoting of Natio- 
nal Improvements ; not as publick bur- 
dens, but as good and neceflary Regu-. 
lations, whereby every peny raifed. 
may be atleaft worth Ten tothe King- 
dom: And confequently in proportion 
to the parties concerned incontributing: 
therof, 
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thereof ; °Tis juftly hop’d thefe Funds 
willnot only be complyed with and 
eftablifhed as of neceffitry, but with all 
imaginable cheerfulnefs. | 

_ As Money Anfwersall things, 0 anicte ro. 
without a fufficient Fund thereof,all we : 
have, or poffibly can propofe, would te 
ineffectual. The infufficiency of theFund 


jor want of Money, nay the very fear or 
Jepprehenfion of the want thereof, hath 
ruined and loft many ofthe beft & great- 
eft Defignes that ever were in the World: 
And certainly a much lefs Sum then 
what is here propofed to be anticipated, 
can never be capable of effettuating 
}io great a Work asthis. And herein it 
Jought to be confidered, that ifany Sum 
Whould be over, it will not only befecure 
and at the Call of the Nation; but in the 
}imean time may be profitably imployed, 
whereas fhould the Fund fall fhort. or 
but feem in danger of falling fhore, 
Ithefe Defignes, the fiuccefs whereofdo - 
fo naturally depend on one another, 
might, at leaft in a great meafure be in 
idanger of proving inefle€@tual; And as 
Wthere are none who fhall duly confider 
Mthe conneétion ofthe beforementioned 
| S Defignes 
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Defignes of Trade and Improvement, 

and the dependance they naturally have 

upon one another, but muft fully be 

convinced of this: ”Tisjufty hoped and 
expected, that every Well-wither tothe 
Happinefs ofthis Kingdem, will endea- 
vour firft to propofe fomewhat in lieu 
of any part of this Fund or Conftitution 
that he or they fhall come to raife 
Scruples or Obyeétions againft; Since 
the Retrieving the Lofles, Reputation, 
and Relieving our Country from its pre- 
{ent Diftrefs andReproach, is a Sore that 
ought not only to be Skined over, but 
effeCtually cured, what ever pains and 
£xpence itcoft, and fince without this, 

or fome fuch Conftitution and Fund as 

this, it may reafonably be prefumed our 

Countrey can neither be Relieved from 

its prefent Difficulties, nor putupon a 

prof{perous foor. 

Confidering the Scarcity of Money 
in, and the fmalnefs of the Receiptsand 
Payments of this Nation:by the ordina- 
ry way of Anticipation, there could 
hardly be much more, than half 
the Sum of Ten Hundred Thoufand 
pound fterling veafonably aPC on 

rom 
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from. the Credit of +h Fund, within 

the propofed Three or Four Years; 

But altho’ more thanthis cannot rea- 

fonably be expected from the-ordi- 

mary way, yet if this Fund or itsEqui- 

|| valent fhall be fettledand conftituted 

as is propoled, there are thofe whocan, 

notonly propofe a {ure and certain Me- 

thod of raifing the’ faid whole Sum of 

‘Ten Hundred Thouland Powzds in pro- 

portionable Payments, within the firtt 

Four Years, but likewife in a very ad- 

-vantagious way to the Nation. 

 ThisKingdom is highly obliged both On Tropo. 

in Honour and Intereft to Refund and Anise .9. 

| Support the Ixdzaz and African C ompAany, 

| upon this occafion, in Honour, becaufe 

theNation is not only the natural Guar- 

dian thereof, and of all its Trading 

| Inhabitants ; but is efpecially be- 

come fuch by the AG of Parliament 

) eftablifhing this Company: And that 

‘inthe Oppofition they have met with, 

-and which hath occafioned their Loffes 

jj and Mif-fortunes, not only their Rights 

-andProperties,but thofe of the Kingdom 

in avery particularand fenfible manner 
have been invaded, andin fucha cafe, 

| 5 2 the 
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the matter of demanding and pro- 
curing National Satisfa€tion, for the lofs 
of Reputaton and Damage done, is not 
nor camnot be the proper Work of the 
Company, or any other Particulars, but 
only of the Kingdom in general, 

And as the Nation is concerned in 
Honour, fo it is point of Intereft to Re- 
fund and Support the Company; fince 
as hath been faid’' on the head of Fo- 
regin T'rade,that forthe moft part,where 
the Company can reafonably be fsppof- 
ed togeta Peay; the Nation may one 
way and other get Seven or Eight: And 
it will not only be the Kingdoms Inte- 
reft in point of dire&t Advantage, but 
certainly this Refunding and Re-efta- 
blihment of the Company will be one 
of the moft politique and prudent AGI 
ons that could be done by a Nation 
as being capable of giving much more 
Life and Power at Home, and Reputa- 
tion and Confidence Abroad, thanthe 
value of fuch a Sum can poffibly be to 
the Kingdom. 

But befides all this, as hath been faid 
onthe Tenth Article of the Second Pro- 
pofal, there are thofe, who can on be- 


half 


: C 141 ) 
|] halfofthe Company propofe a way for 
| raifing aSum equivalent, if not exceed- 
il] ing what is hereby required;more than 
1] could otherwile poffibly be ‘aifed 
| from this Fund,by the ordinary means, 
and which there is reafon to believe 
i could not, at leaft at this time be done 
1] without the Intereft and Help of thofe 
| who are concerned for the Company ; 
1) fo thatthe very doing the thing in this 
i] way and method, may be at leaft fo 
] much if not moreimmediat advantage 
}) tothe Kingdom, befides all the other 
{| good Fruits and Confequences that may 
)| reafonably be expected from fo juft, 
| generous and prudent an Act as this. 
| Since as hath been already faid, noe articte 2; 
|] thing can be more advantagious to the 
|] Increafe and Succes of the Induftry of 
|} thisKingdom,then the effeCiual f{upport- 
|| ingand promoting its Foreign Trade, 
|| whichhath now been negleéted for near, 
}} ifnot quite an Age: Tis certainly not 
{} only neceflary and reafonable, that the 
Company be honourably and frankly ‘4g 
) refunded, andthat the Nation do like- ft 
{} wife add a confiderable Stock towards lt 
| the fupport and ftrengthening this parte nh 
or 
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for Foreign Trade, but confidering the 
prefent circumftances and. difpofitions 
of Men and things, itwould be a wife 
and politique Conftitution of this Fund, 
forthe Nation, evento beat the rifque 
of the principal Money of that part of 
the Stock belonging to particular Men, 
foas only the Intereft or Forbearance 
fhould be at that of the Proprietors there- 
_of: That fo by this means, thofe who 
arenot willing, or are, ormay become 
unable might notbe fo oppreftand har- 
raffled as hitherto, which hath not only’ 
been.a grievous oppreflion to the parties 
concerned; but a Mifchievous Clog and 
Dead Weight on the Company in all 
their proceedings. | | 

But perhaps to this it may be object. 
ed, thatif Liberty were given, every 
one would befor fetching out his Stock, 
and fo leaving the Country to be alone’ 
concerned. 

But to this ic may, be Anfwered, 
That was this Fund left fo precarious 
that every one might transfer their 
Stock, and have it backagain at their 
pleafure,ata current rate; there might 


be fome ground for this Objection, fince 
in 


| 
| 
| 
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in fucha cafe, there would be high 
demands of Stock, when the Company: 
‘hould be fuccefsful, or they and th 
resus stul, y and the 
WCouncsl of Trade wanted not Money, 
) Dut upon every Emergency, and when: 
| heCountenance and A fiiftance of privat 
liMen fhould be moft wanted, it would 
oe leaft found : but as this is propofed 
ithe Effect would be quite otherwife, 
liGince, whenonce a Man transfers his 
Stock, he can never have it back, but 
if he willhave more, muft buy of ano- 
ther, fo that this will only opena con- 
venient door, for a few neceffitous or 
f difcontented People, either to fell their 
jStocks without lofs, or at leaft get 
their Money back again in the me< 
\ithod propofed: And all this perhaps 
}willhardly amount to above Ten per 
\cext. ofthe whole Stock, and as thefe 
'}difcontented People have already been 
jno {mall trouble, clog and perplexity 
to the Company, and their proceedings, 
fo ifthey fhould now be left to fell to 
lofs, this would be a means to con- 
f|tinue andintail thefe kind of Difcon- 
tents, and uneafy People on the Com- 
pany,at leaft during the Infancy thereof, 
Jif not to after time. As 


! 
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As this method will open a Credit- 
ableDoor, to let outDifcontented People, 
fo it will render the remainder much 
more fixt and fteady, then it could 
otherwife be, fince every one will en- 
deavour to keep and transfer to his Po- 
fterity, a Concern, where he has a pro- 
{pe&t of Gain by ‘Frade, only from the 
Rifque of the Intereft or Forbearance of 
his Capital, the Reputation and Conve: 
niency whereof, if there beany thing of 
a reafonable Management, will alwayes 
keep it above the principal Money: 
And as allthefe Publick Funds, are if it 
may be foexpreft, 2s fo many Barriers 
to Liberty, and as fo much fecurity gi- 
ven by a Nation againft a Revolution 
of Government, fo this willbe of that’ 
quality in a very particular manner; 
The which Advantages will naturally 
render it one of the beft contrived, and 
moft convenient Funds of that kind, 
and quantity in Ewrope. 
. By the Eight Article of the firft Pro- 
pofal, The Prefident and Councellors of 
Lvade, nor any of them for the time they 
are fuch, may be capable of holding any 
Place of Profit or Truft in the Government 
| or 
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| o of receiving any Penfion, Gift, or Ho- 
| our of His Majefty, that their’ Time and 
| Lboughts may be wholly imployd, and ta- 


ken up as Councellors of Trade, without 


having, or being capable of any other Office, 


WPlace or Dependence whatfoever. By 
\iwhich we fee, that they are not only 
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debarred from accepting any New Of 


di fice, Honour or Penfion, whiPft they 


are fuch, but even thofe who fhall be 
pofleft of any place of Profit or Truft, 
or that fhall have any Penfion, and hap- 
pens to be chofen Cowzscellors of Trade 
are hereby obliged torefigne, before 
he or they can be capable of entering 
upon this Truft. 

Confidering which, and the great At- 
tendance and fatigue the Couacellors of 
Trade will be obliged unto, and that 


| reafonably fpeaking, no Money can be 
fo well beftowed as upon thefe, who 


have the chief Care and Management 
ofa Bufinefs, fince its only that, which 


‘may properly be faid to render all the 


Wj reft effectual ; Three Hundred Pounds 


ete 


| 


i] flerling per Annum Salary, is doubtlefs 


toolittle, but it ought to be confidered 


that its not only propofed thus low, as 
| T 


being 
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beingia the beginning of a Bufinefs, 
but toleave room for the Bounty of His 
Majefty, and the Eftates upon receiv- 
ing and perufing their Reports,at ever 
Meeting of Parliament; Since futable 
and Honourable Gratuitys, upon fuch 
occafions, . will doubrleis be thoughta 
wife and politique inftirution, when it 
fhall be confidered that the lefs or more 
Happinefs of Government, and even of 
Humane Society is naturally founded in 
the due and equal diftribution of Re- 
ward and Punifhment, perhaps, nicely 
{peaking, not Punifhment and Reward 
butReward and Punifhment, for certain- 
ly not only the due diftribution,buteven 
the difpofing and placeing ofthefe, is of 
no, fmall confequence to thofe, who 
would incline Men to Virtue. *Tis 
likely fuch kind of Gratuitys, when 
brought in ufe will hardly be worth lefs 
than 100 46. or more than 200 “4. per 
Annum in a Mediam, but whatever the 
quantity of thele Gratuitys may be, the 
very nature of them will be capable of 
ftirring up Men, more than three times 
asmuch, almoft any other way,  fince 
here will not only be point of ae 

ut 
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ibut a very fingular point of Honour, in 


the cafe, by which Men wlll be natu- 
rally ftirred up and prompted, if pof- 
{ible to gain more refpect, orat leaftas 
much as s others have done before them, 

yet notwithftanding, when this Confti- 
tution {hall come to be fully fettled, 

and in fo hoptul a way, as maybe jut 

ly expected in Five or Six Years after the 
Eftablifhment thereof, it may be very 
reafonable and necellary, to augment 
thefe Sallarys, it may be to near, “of not 
quite double what they are propoled to 
beat prefent, and doubiefs were thele 
Sallarys doubled, they might with the 
ff Gratuitys be fuificient for Men in fuch 
Stations, fo long as the Money fhall 
continue to beat any thing like the 
prefent propottion, it now dees to other 


Wchings. 


"Tis coubtlet srequifit, That che E- 
le€ors of the Council of i raae fhoul ld 
shave their ‘liaveliing Charges and Ex- 
/pencesto, and at their feveral Yearly 
“Meetings for Ele ctions, fince this wil 
tend to the making t1 1eir Mecting 35 More 
‘full, and the keeping of Things upon 
a Right Foot and Byas, and confe- 

2 quently 
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quently as hath been faid, towards mak- 
ing the reft, the more effectual. 

Tis likewife highly veafonable, that 
a Sum of Two Thoufand Pounds flerling 
per Annum at \eaft, fhoald by Parlia- 
ment be appropriated for Allowances 
for the Attendance of the Dzurectors, 
Members of the Council-General, and 
Committees, and that alfo upon the Re- 
portsfrom time to time, by them to be 
made, of the ftate ‘of the Company’s Af- 
fairs and Proceedings, to His Majefty, 
and Eftates of Parliament, Honourable 
Gratuitys and Acknowledgements as 
the cafe may require fhould be made and 
given as Incouragements tothe Dzre- 
éfors, and it may likewisfe be neceffary, 
that this Allowance for Attendance 
fhould be doubled, fo foon as it fhall 
Pleafe GOD, That the Companys Af- 
fairs {hall become Profperous and Flou- 
rifhing ; Sinceall who underftand fuch 
fort of things, muft needs allow, that 
nopart ofa Company’s or a Publick 
Stock can be fo well beftowed as upon 
reafonable Allowances, to fuch as ats 
tend the Management: And that al- 
tho’ there isreafontobelieve, that hard- 


ly 
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ly ever any Attendance was better and 
more punétual, where Money has 
not been allowed, then thofe of the 
Direthors, Councils-General and Commit- 
tees of the Company have hitherto been; 
Yet it would not be hard to make ap- 
-pear,that had the Compaxy from the very 
beginning, allowed double the Annual 
1) Sum here propofed, as an Encourage- 
ment for Attendance, they might there- 
by have been confiderable Gainers. 
The Reduétion of the Number of the 
| Direfors, tothat of Twenty will alfo be 
very neceflary, that the Company's A flairs 
may as little as poffible, be lyable to the 
}] raw and giddy Influence ofnominaland 
Honorary Directors, whofe Time Tem- 
per, or Bufinefs, may not, or cannot al- 
low of their due and orderly Attend- 
ance. 
Of the rweaty Directors propofed, 
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the Council of Trade,Five for the Commi- 
ttee of Foreign Affairs, who may conti- 
nueduring the whole year, and theo- 
ther Twelve by a Rotation of Three 
quarterly, may be the ordinary Com- 
mittees in Waiting or Attendance. 

The 


“Three may always be fuppofed tobe of 
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The Anaual Rotation of One of Four 
of the Dérectors will likewife tend to 
the keeping up a more vigorous and 
Induitrious. Management, breed up a 
double nunaber .of Perfons to the BuG- 
nefs, keep.the.Controle better and more 
fevere then it could petits other- 
wifebe: And yet neither the Compazy, 
nor thofe who fhall fignalize themfelves 
in theirService, will be any thing fo 
flooting, precarious, and uncertain a8 by 
an Annual Election of the whole. 
_ The Powers propofed for the Council 
of Trade ave only fach as will be natu- 
eal and futable to their Work, nor 
can they-be prejudicial to, or give rea- 
fonable UUmbrage.to.any, ‘unlels fome 
SCH uples fhould be made with Relation 
tothe Power of Admiralty: But to this 
itmay be Anfwered, Uhat fince His 
Grace the Duke of Lennox, is now He- 
reditary Lerd High Admiral of this 
Kingdom. And the Right Honour- 
ble the Harl of Argyle is Admiral of a 
great part of the Weltern Coaft, which 
ave Powers and Prerogatives, not.any 
way fit for Subjects, excepting only 
aes as are at i {me time intrutted 
with 
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| with the immiediar Care and Protettion 
| of Trade; So it the Council of Trade fhall 
j beimpowered to give fuflicient Equi- 
valents to thefe Partys concerned, His 
| Majefties Prerogative does not at. all 
a feem to be leffcned thereby. 

}. But ifit fhallftull beinfifted on in be- 
half of Eis Majeity, ‘That altho” it may 
N be reafonable enough to give theteHere- 
f ditary Admirals Equivalents for their 
H Precenfions; Yerit will not befeem the 
HW Royal Majefty, for any Subject to have 
a the Right of Commanding the Naval 
N Force, without dirett Appointment 
i) and ‘Controle fromthe King, This may 
)) be.eafily folved by a Provi/o in the A& 
} of Parliament Impowering the Coazcz/ 
| of Trade,to accept of,and execute the Of- 
} fice of Lord High Admiral, when and 
as often, as they fhall be thereunto ap- 
pointed, and Commiffionated by His 
“Majefty, His Heirs or Succeflors, it be- 
] ing juftly fuppofed, that the nature of 


; 
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| the thing will fufiiciently incline the 

| Kings and Queens of this Realm from 
] time to time, tocommitthis power to 

1) the Council of Trave. 

| Unyuftand Unequal Punifhments do, 

| nat 
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not only involve all thofe concerned in 
the Legiflation and Execution in Guilt 
and Blood, but they are always moft 
ineftetual for the Ends propofed , For 
in all Ages Countrys and Places of the 
World, the more Crueland Sanguinary 
the Laws, the more barbarous and nu- 
merous the Rapines and Murders, and 
this is not at all to be wondered at, fince - 
not only the well being, but the very 
being of Things are altogether founded 
in Juftice and Right; Since the Root 
and Spring of this, is not at all from 
time, but from Eternity; and * that 
Fuftice and Righteoufnefs is the Bafis of 
Tpand?,, Jehovah’s Throne and Dominion. 

o And fince thefe things are fo plain 
not only from Reafon but even the pra 
étice thereof, how ftrange muft it be 
not only to find Men,who lay Claim to 
a fhare of Common-Senfe and Reafon, 
but even not a few of thofe who pre- 
tend to be Chriftians,expecting the fuc- 
cefs and duration of their Laws, Con- 
ftirutions,andGovernments, further then 
they have regard to, or quadrate with 
Juftice and Equity, and that they An- 

wifes, SWet: * That Standard and Meafure of 

Righteoufne/s 
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| Righteoufaels, the oly and Blefled Law 
of GOD, , 


Ifthofe: who are concerned in the 
making or executing of injuftand une 


| equal Laws, would be but feriousin a 


matter of fuch weight,as Truth and Ju- 


| {tice is, they mighceafily be convinced of 


mi 


the true Reafons, not only of the weak- 


-nefs, but pernicious confequences of all 
‘thefe Laws, which have rather been 


| the Effects of Mens Paffions and Appe- 


tites, then of their Reafon; and have 
proceeded from violent Humours, and 
prejudices, rather then from, any due re- 
{pect to Juftice and Right. 

We inthis Nation have had our pare 
of experience, both of the weaknefs 
and pernicious confequences of Injuft 
andBloody Laws,antd particularly in this 
matter of the Punifhment of Theft. For 
had the Laws with relation to this, been 
as much founded on Reafon .and due 
confidération, as they have been in that 
of Paflion, Prejwdice and Violence, 
they would not only have been much 
more cfle&tual, butthe Nation had been 
free of the Guilt and Blood, in which 
by this means it hath beeninvelved. 

) U But 
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But fince its the part of thefeObferva- 
tions,chiefly to infift on the Temporal,or. 
Political Reafons of things ; as treating 
only of matters relating to Trade and Im- 
provements in this World, we fhall not 
here inlarge further on what is more {pi- 
ritualinthe matter of Jufticeand Right, 
then as an Introduction to what of this 
nature fhallfollow, tolay icdown as a 
Fundamental Maxime, that whatever 
things, way in the times, or Intervals,of 
their flying from owe extremity to another, 
Seem to us poor weak and {hort fighted 
Mortals: And however our Hearts may 
be Elardened, or our Eyes Blinded, fo as 
not to fee, or underftand the Nature, 
Courfe, nor the End thereof; Yet cer- 
tainly, that which is moft juft, in its Na- 
ture, is al[o moft beneficial, not only in 
refpeet of the World to come, but even in 
refpect of this, and that of this Fuftice, 
the Bleffed Law of GOD, 1s the Standard 
and Rule. 

Now as the punifhment hereby de- 
figned for Theft is agreeable to thisLaw, 
foit is felf evident, that it will not only 
be very effectual, but likewife bene- 
ficial to the Publick, fince the * hie 
wil 
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will be hereby obliged to reftore Fours 
fold, and to work at hard Labour for 
the {pace of Three Years, and ifhe have 
‘not to fatisfy forthe Theft, then to be 
condemned forany time, not exceeding 
Six Years more, whereby confidering 
the Common Strength of Bedy of thefe 
Kind of Peop'e, and the Work they may 
be imployedin, they may be capable of 
gaining little lefs, ifnot more then Five 
fhil.per\W eck per Head,one with another, 
ij about Eighteen pence per Head where- 
of, may gototheir Subfiftance, and the 
reft to be equally divided between the 
/Partyinjured and the Cowneil of Trade, 
and thus in Nine Years time, a Sum of 
| Eighty Pounds flerling or upwards may 
| be gained by the Thief, or at leaft by 
i the Mafs of them in a Medivm, for or 
| towards fatisfa€tion for the Theft, be- 
lifides the advantage the Nation will 
Wbave in having its People preferved, 
} and its Induftry increaft thereby. 
ji But if fuch as are nice in the matter 
ofthe Law of GOD, fhould obje& a- 
gainft that part of the Punifhment, 
Wj that extends ‘to Condemnation of 
‘W the Thief, to Three Years hard La- 
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bour, even after he or fhe fhall have 
made a Fourfold fatisfa&tion for the 
Theft:. To this it may be Anfwered, 
that this Condemnation to work, is 
not on account of the Party injured, 
who is fuppofed by the Refficution to 
to have full fatisfaction; but altogether 
on the account of the ftate, who no 
doubt is naturally obliged, and by the 
{nfticution of this National Oeconomy, 
will only take the due and neceflary 
care, to fee allits fubjects, well and 
ducly imployed: Indeed, were this {pace 
of Three Years propofed for a much 
longer time, it mighe be hard, but fince- 
the time is fo fhort,that lefscan hardly be 
fuppofed futficient to reduce fuck a fore 
of difolutePeople from their habit of floth 
and Idlenefs, to that of Induitry, to 
unlearn them their Trade of Thievery, 
and learn them another, whichinfteadof 
being deftructive to both, is profitable to 
themfelves and the Publick, it cannot 
injuitice be thought otherwife then 
very ealy, and even inclinable to the 
Right, if there be any fide in Juftice, 
that is to f2y,to Moderation and. Mercy. 
But ifon the other hand, it fhall be 
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obje&ed, thas fome of thefe Thieves 


1 willbe foStubborn, thac there will be 
1 no breaking them with this Work. To 


thisitmay be likewife Anfwered, that 
confidering the feveral forts of hard 
and ftreng Labour, the Cowscil of Trade 
will naturally have for many Hundreds, 
if nos for fome Thoufands of People, 
fome of which Work, will be of fuch 
a nature, asno Man can endure for 
many Years, or perhaps Months toge- 
ther, we need notdoubt, but they wil 
be fufficiently in a Condition to tame 
and humble the Scouteft and Wildeft of 
thefe Thieves and Vagabonds. 

And thus by this Conttitutien our 
Country infteadof being in this cafe 
cruel toher Young as hitherto, will be- 
come capable of being a Tender and 


W indulgent Mother, and inftead of not 


only lofeng her Children, but contra- 
- ing the Guilt of their Blood, fhe may 


W] be put in a Condition of reaping good 
i] Fruic from their Labours; and after- 


ward, as they return totheir Duty of 
receiving them, with open Arms, and 
by this means, it may be juftly hoped, 
that ina few Years, there will not be 
| One 


Article 7. 
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one Twentieth part of the Malefa&tors, 
Crimes, or Criminals,of that kind to be 
found, that there is at this day. 

Bribery, Cheating, defigned Cheat- 
ing, wilful Bankrupfie, and Fraud are 
likewife Theft, and fo far from being 
a lefler, or inferior degree thereof, that 


they are the worft and hainoufeft of all ; 


Since thefe not only break and violate the 
publick Faith and Truft equally with 
the other, but likewifethe more pecu- 
liar Tyes and Obligations among Men, 


and thereby undermine the very foun- — 


dation of Humane Society and Com- 


merce: So that it feems ftrange, that 
thofe who firft invented the Hanging of 


Thieves, did not begin with this fort 
firft, and makes, it juftly to be fufpe- 
&ted, that thefe fort of Fraudulent 


Thieves, who are not only the moft po- — 


litique and potent, but generally the 
moft numerous of all, might have the 
firfttand principal hand in this, in all 
the Countrys, where it hath been intro- 
duced, and might raife all this Duft, 
againit thefe lefler, and more Sculk- 
ing fortof Pilferers, that by this means 
they, the more Modith and Fafhionable 
Thieves 


i 
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‘Thieves,might be the harder tobe difco- 
i vered,and efcape the better in theCroud. 
| 


_ However it be, fince its certain that 
\ithefe fort of Thieves are of the whole 
lithe greateft Pefts of Humane Society, 
litany deferve harder ufage then others, 
{ifurely it ought to be they; butthere be- 
ing no difference made by the Rule of 
Righteoufnefs, we fhallonly fay, *That 7 ***** 
as there ought not to be any Re[pect of Per- Levit. s9- 
| . ; $e 
Jons ta Fudgement, where the Poor {hould 


2 be countenancea nor pitied, becaufe 
: 
4 
| 
| 


) 
/ 


of his Poverty, wor the Rich Refpected 
or Honoured, becaufe of his Wealth or 
Power; So ifa Government refolves in 
good carneft to incourage Honefty and 
Virtue, and difcountenance thecontra- 
ry by their Examples of Juftice, as well 
Has otherwife, there is no doubt, but 
| one Example of a potent Thief, efpeci- 
| ally if he be of this fort, will contribute 
} more towards * the Peoples Hearing 

| aaa Fearing, and doing fo o more, than *P-1#. 
| that of a Hundred Sheep-fiealers, Shop- 

_difts and fuch like, and generally fpeak- 

ing, fince the defigne of the Law, is 

i) equallyto hinder the great Thieves 
from hanging the little ones, or from in- 


| terceeding 
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terceeding for, or protecting one ano- | 
ther; And fince here is no Mans Blood 
taken, fince the punifhment is fo juft 
and ealy, and that here is no fuch 
Bar or Tache, as either to hinder or 
difcovrage a Thief of any fort from 
feturning to his Duty. ’Tis hoped 
that if this Conftitution be once fet on 
feot, there fhall no more Thieves 
of what fort or quality foever, be fuf- 
fered to cfcape the Punifhment, and 
that it {hall become a difcredit little lefs 
then that of the Theft it felf, fo much 
as to interceed to this purpofe.. And — 
whenthings fhall be thus carryed; we 
fhall foon fee, both the number of the 
Crimes and. Criminals diminith, and 
come to be as feldom, as now.. they 
are frequently found, or heard of. ) 
_ Asthe Hanging of Thieves, in all 
Countrys, where practiled hathbeen 
found to be - a deftruttive and unfuc- 
ceistul piece of Cruelty, fo is the 
confounding the Fraudulent Debror, 
which is one of the-worft fort. of 
Thieves, andthe Poor and Honeft 
Debtor together: By the Law of GOD, 
Creditors are fo far from having a 

| Right 
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Right to Bury the Perfons of their 
Poor unhappy Debtors in Prifons, 
W that they might not take from them 
|] any thing which was neceflary for 
] thew Subfiftance or Support, for thus 
ats Written, wiz: * when thou lend- 
off thy Brother the loan of any thing thou 
If foal vet go into his Houfe to fetch bis 
I) Pledge, thou foalt fland abroad, and the 
Man to whos thou doeft lend {ball bring the 
| Pledge abroad unto thee: And if the Man 
be poor, thou {halt not fleep with his Pledge 
I 22 any ease, thou {halt deliver him the 
| Pledge again when the Sun goeth down, 
that be way fleep in bis own Raiment, and 
| 2le/s thee, and it {ball be Rigteou{ues 
uato thee before the LORD thy GOD. 
And we have not only this Negative 
in the Cafe, but likewife an Affirmative 
in the following Terms, * If there be 


thren, within any of thy gates inthe Land 
which the LORD thy GOD giveth thee 
thou foalt not harden thy Heart, nor {hut 
thine Hand from thy poor Brother; But 
thou {halt open thine Hand wide unto him, 
and {halt furely lend him fufficient for his 
need, ta that which he wanteth. Beware 
Xx that 
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| 

| 

| 
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aneong you 4a Poor Max of one of thy Bre=7. 0 12. 


* Deut. 24 
Io to 14. 
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that ibere be not a thought in thy Wicked 
Heart, faying the Seventh Year, the Year 
of Releafe is at hand, and thine Eye be 
evil against thy poor Brother, awd thou 
givest him nought, and he Cry unto the 
LORD, agatzft thee, andit be Sin unto 
thee: Thou fbalt furely give him, and 
thine Heart {hall not be grieved, when thou 
give(t unto him, becaufe that for this 
thing the LORD thy GOD fball Biles 
thee in all thy Works, and in all thou put- 
te(t thine hand unto: for the Poor {ball 
never ceafe out of the Land, Therefore I 
command thee, faytag thou {halt open thine 
hand wide unto thy Brother, to thy Poor 
and to thy Needy, in thy Land, 

So that thofe who Imprifon poor De- 
btors, in whom there is not found any 
Fraudulent Defign, are guilty of break- 


ing two feveral Commands at one and. 


the fame time, and not only fo, but 


this is dire€tly again{t one of the Funda- 


mental Petitions of the Prayer of every 
Chriftian, and ought it not to be 
wondered at! ‘That any of thole who 
call themfelves Chriftians, fhould not 
only by their Lives, but even by 
their Laws fo firangely contraditt, 

their 
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their Precepts and even their very 
Prayers. 

__ As this practice is dire@tly oppofit to 
the Law of God, {o is it of a moft de- 
‘| ftructive nature in it felf, fince hereb 
| Honeft Men are not only made liable 
tothe fame Fate, but even put in a 
wore Condition then the worft fort of 
Thieves. For the Thief often takes 
care to fecure enough both to maintain 
his Family if he have one, and for him- 
felfto live plentifully in Priton, or in rhe 
place of his Retirement, whereas the 
j Honeft Man and his Family, mutt 
either ftarve or at leaft be in danger of 
j Starving: So that one and the fame 
procedure, opens a Door to let the Guilty 
Efcape and to Opprefs the Innocent. 
| Befides the mifchievous confequence of 
this to commerce in ‘general, by prov- 
)ing a fhelter and loop-hole for Thieves, 
anda ‘Temptatioa and Difcouragement 
to Men, who are reduced to low or 
defperate Circumflances, from being 
juit to their Creditors, to the beft of 
)their power: It brings a great deal of 
| Bloed and Guilt on a Land, and ren- 
ders a great number of People who 


i 


| By might 
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might be both ufeful and benificial to 
the Publick, and in a hopeful way of | 
doing at leat fomewhat towards Dif- 
charging their Debts, not only ufelefs | 
but an infufferable burthen to their 
Country. | 
anicde , “This Eight Article, brings us to a 
Third jore of Thieves, which is that | 
Idleand Diffolute People called Beggars, 
for altho’ they be femewhat more Tame 
and Familiar with us; yet are they re- 
ally but another fort of Thieves: By 
this we mean only fuch as make Beg- 
ging the whole or any part of their 
Trade or Bufinefs. For there is no 
doubt, but one Man, not only may, but 
hath a Right to Beg or Defire a Favour 
of another, in a ftrait,in a difficulty, or 
upon an emergency, as appears plaisly 
by tke Difcourfe on the laft Article 
but that any thing of Mankind fhould 
make this their Bufinefs, er any part 
thereof, is not only contrary to Juftice 
but to all good order among Men; and 
indeed its wonderful to think, that ever” 
any thing that looks like, or pretends 
to be a Government of Men, but efpé- 
cially of Chriftians, who at leaft pretend 


tO 
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to be the beft and wifeft fort of them, 
fhould allow fucha diforder to Humane 
Society, asa profeft Trade of Begging; 
but efpectally fince as we have faid, 
People and their Induftry, are not only the 
Tract and moft Solid Riches of a Priace 
ov State; bai in refpect of them all other 
things ave bat imaginary, ) 
"But inftead of fo great Good, as the 
World had juft reafon to expeét, from 
thefe Governments, commonly called 
_Chriftian, in the matter of due Careand 
Good Order ariong Men, and even 
Improvement of Humane Society, be- 
yond what it could poffibly attain to int 
Heathendom, we are forry there is oc- 
-eafion to fay, that altho’ there might be 
forme few of this fort of Thieves, fculk- 
ing upand down inall Ages, and inall 
timiesof the World; yet certainly this 
| Trade of Begging or Beggary was ne- 
| ver introduced in form, but by, and to- 
gether with the Corruption of the Chri- 
—ftian Religion; in fome of whofe — 


— Countries it’s come to that height, that 

| Begging is not only accounted a Credit, 
but évena piece of Devotion. 

Asthe Rootiig out this evil, iets 

Ie 


folinat 
et at) 
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be one of the greateft and beft peices of | 


Service, that could poffibly be doneto 
a Country, fo certainly it would be no 
eafy matter; for if, as fome have ad- 
viled, a Law were made to reduce 
thefe diffolute People back again to 
flavery. as with the Antient Heathens, 
in fuch a Cafe,only the ftrongeft and ab- 
left of them would be taken up by par- 
ticular Men, and {till the weakeft and 
moft helplefs, would be left to ftarve, or 
be miferable in themlelves, and a dead 
weight on the Induftry of others; So 
that the evil might thereby, be fome- 
what leflened and abated, but far enough 
from being Rooted out. From the Con- 
fideration of which and even from the 
thing, as it appears in the pra€tice in 
thofe Countries, where one Man is 


made anothers property, it may rea. 


fonably be prefumed, that nothing lef 
then a National Conftitution with thefe 
or the like powersand means, can ever 


Effectually Redrets this diforder, and 


thisis not only plain in the reafon there- 
of, but likewife in the practice... Since 
in Holland feveral of the Han/e-Towns,and 
other places of Europe,it is only by Con- 

{titutions 
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j ftitutions and Punds exprefsly Adapt. 
edand Applyed, that Nationaly fpeak- 
ing, People are found capable of being 
broken off, from their habits of Idlenefs 
and Sloth. | | 
| But this is not only, the moft prob- 
able way of Rooting out Beggary and 
Sloth; but confidering the Nature of 
thefe Propofals,and the Dependance the 
things, have upon one another, this will 
be the moit profitable method that hath 
hitherto, or perhaps can be propofed; 
| Since by this means the whole, whether 
they be more or lefs capable, will be 
W equally taken care of, and Comfortably 
and Wholfomly mentained; and every 
jon whois liable to do any thing of what 
nature foever, will here find their work 
ready provided for them. And altho’ 
}there is no manner of doubt but they 


| 5 F 
Jwillbea raw and untoward Crew at 


| firlt, yet in time they may be brought 
Jinto fuch a method; and put upon fuch 
} a train of Bufinefs, as will make it very 
eafy to keep them in order. 

~~ By what hath been done in the like 
cafes, elfewhere, it may reafonably be 
expected, that in lefs then four Ao 
- after 
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after the Settlment of this Conftitus 
tion there need not be a Beggar, of! 
other Vagabond left in the Kingdom :/ 
And in fix or feven Years the work { 
of the more able of thefe People may 
be brought to be very near, if not! 
quite Sufficient to Subfift the whole | 
Mais of them, in fomuch, that after 
this, the Voluntary Charities together 
with the Product of their own work | 
may be Sufficient, ifnot more then en- 
ough for their Mentainance. By Volunt- | 
ary Charity, we underftand only fuch | 
as comes to be Offered or Given, by the 
Parties freely, and without being moved _ 
thereunto, by any particular Solicita- | 
tion, or Object of their Compaffion. 

Now for the better and more parti- 
cular underitanding of the benifit this 
Kingdom may receive, by theImploy- — 
mento its Poor,and promoting and fu p- 
porting the Induftry of its People as 
propoted by this Contticution, it may 
be neceflary to take notice, that as in 
the Ob{ervations on equal ‘Taxing, the 


hee, 


Confumption of this Kingdom, is fup- 
pofed to be about 3, 400, o00, Ji. 
fierl. per Annum, and the Number of | 

" pads | the | 


| 


: 


| ( 169 ) 
the People to be 600, ceo. That one 
) Fourth Pare or about 150000, of this 
} Number, confume above on half of this 
) General Expence,. or about 1, 800,000. 
| 422, or near 4 fb, 8, d, frerl. per Week 
|) per Head. That the remainder or other 
three fourths of this Mafs of People do 
| not {pend above, 1,600,000, per’ Aa- 
| zum or a little more than 16, d, per 
| Week per Head. So it may be probably 
| conjectured, that one, Third or about 
| 150, 000. of thefe may fpend about 
| 21, pence (lerl. per Week and that ano- 
jther Third may be Subfifted at about 
| 16,4, per Week: But that the laft 
| Third or Number of 150, 000, area 
\fort of People, who we may venture to 
fay do little more then half Live, and 
}do not one with another {pend above 
‘| 11, pence per Week per Head. That the 
|two midle forts by their Induftry, do 
jnot only provide their own Mainten- 
ance, but likewife contribute the great- 
Jeft fhare of that of both the other ex- 
\treames, That the People of this loweft 
extream, altho’ as hath been faid, they 
Tittle more then half Live; yet at leait 
jone half of this is Contributed by 
|| YX others 
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others, and if We might venture again 
to diftinguifh, thefe loweft fort of Peo- 
ple from one another, we fhould fup- 
pofe that one third or Fifty Thoufand 
of them, do not gain above twothirds 
of their Subfiftance, the other Third 
not? above one half: and that the 
Remainder do but gain one third of 
their Expence, fo as the whole Def- 


ciency may amount to the Sum of 


168,750. 


— 


‘Upon confidering the Reafons of 


thefe conjefures, and comparing of 
them with a foregoing Computation, 
whereby we have {uppofed the Nation 
to be at an Expence of 135, ooo. Wb. 
frerl. per Annum, towards Maintenance 
of their Poor. We are inclined to be- 
lieve, that the Poor of this Kingdom, 


do not in direct Expence, ftand the 


Nation in lefs then a Sum of 135, 000. 
Nor perhaps in much more then this 
Sum ofabout 170, ooo. But it is to be 
obferved, that in this Expence we 
reckon not only what is given in Mo- 
ney, but likewife what is given in any 
other Specie, fince there is nothing can 
be Contributed to their Relief, but 

muft 


(Gorar | 
muft have a value, let that value be 
more or lefs. 
- Now by this Conftitution the Nas 


| tion, will notonly be eafed of all this 
| Expence, excepting only the Voluntary 
Charities, which can hardly be fuppof- 


ed to amount to one fifth part thereof. 
But thefe People who Live, butat the 
rate of Ten or Eleven Pence per Week 
or fome at that of lefs, will be naturally 
brought ina {mall time to live at the rate 
of Sixteen pence per Week one with 
another. 

It’s likewife to be obferved, that al- 
tho’ there be here fuppofed to be 
150,000, People, who leis or more are 
a burthen or dead weight on others 
Yet there will perhaps never above a 
Fifth Part,if fo many of thofe come to be 
liable tothe Publick Works, or under 
the direét care of the Ceancil of Trade ; 
Since this Conftitution will naturaily 
give Life, Support and Encouragement 
to the Induftry of the whole Kingdom 
which all things confidered, may be 
perfumed willbe nearer Twenty then 
Ten times, what fhall be under their 
immediate Care and DireCction. 

! Sieh} The 
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The, Encouragement and Support, 
that will thereby be given to the In. 
duftry of the Nation, may with any 
thing of a Manacement be reafonably. 
{uppofed in 5 or 6 Years time, to bring 
this Mafs of 4s, 000, People to be 
able to confume a third part more,. or 
at the rate of two shillings per Week one 
with another; by which time it may 
likewife be hoped they may begin to be 
in a condition of laying up fomewhat 
in National Store. | 

Thus by this Confticution the Na- 
tion may not only be eafed of a dead 
weight of more than one Hundred 
Thoufand Powsnds fferl. Yearly of direé&t 
Expence; But thefe People who are 
now the greateft burthen to the Indu- 
firy ofthe Kingdom may be made its 
Principal Support: And thofe who 
are now the Great and Principal Means 
of our Peverty, may become the Chief. 
eft Caufe of our Wealth. For thefe are 
the Hands that mutt put all what we 
have before fpoken of in Motion, and 
its only in proportion to their Number 
or Capacities, chat things can be under- 
taken and done, and therefore as before 


this 
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this Conftitution be introduced, it 
might properly enough be faid, we have 
too many People, yet then we {hall be 
found to have too few. 
From all which, and much more 
that might be faid on this head, it may 
be reafonably concluded that with Re 
lation to Society, ‘as an Induftrious Man 
is naturally the moft beneficial Creature, 
that is or can be in,or tothe World ; So 
the Sluggard is not only a burden to 
himfelf, for Lazy People take alwayes - 
moft pains, but even tothe Earth he 
moves on, andto Mankind in general, 
of whom he pretends to be a part, and 
thatin all Societies, whether great or 
fmall, thofe who bear Rule, are high- 
ly obliged, and deeply concerned, both 
jin Jufticeand Intereft, to provide con- 
venient and fufficient Work, and fub- 
fiftance for thofe committed to their 
Care; and both by Example and Cot- 
rection,to oblige them to be Induftrious, | 
} The ufe and acceptance of Gold and “© 
Silver in Exchange for other things 
wasatfirft, and originally introduced 
jinto the World,by the common confent 
of Men, wherein the quantity or value 


| was 
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E | 
was not confidered, or diftinguifhed by | 
Marks or Names, but by weight and| 
finenefs; And therefore we find when} 
* Abraham bought the Field of Ephroz, | 
he weighed Four Hundred Shekels of | 
Silver Current Money with the Mer-| 
chant, but in procefsoftime, and when | 
Trade began to exten#, its felf, through 
many and remote Countrys; to make 
the Receiptsand Payments of Gold and | 
Silver more eafy, certain Marks Stamps, | 
or Numbers, to fignify the weight and 
Finenefs thereof, were devifed to be. 
putupon the feveral pieces: And at. 
firft thefe Marks were put by fome of 
the principal Moncyers or ‘Traders: 
themfelves, and had a currency at leaft, 
fo faras they were known, or had a 
Reputation, but fince the Publick of a 
Country was not only better known, 
but fuppofed to be lefs fubject to Fraad ; 
Therefore the putting of thefe Marks, or 
making thefe Certifications were natu- 
rally and of courfe referred to the Care, 
and Truft of Princes orStates:But as with 
other forts of Bankrupts, {o itis but too 
often with Bankrupt States, when by ill 
courfes they are reduced to Straits wd 
: | Diffie 
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Difficulties, they commonly forfake the 
profitable as well as laudable meafures 
of Truth and Juftice, and berake them- 
felves to indirect fhifts and littleTricks, 
among whichthe diminifhing debafing 
or altering the Denomination of the 
Current Money hath fometimes been 
one. 
This purloining Trick of State, 
which opened a Door for depraving 
Wboth asto Matter and Meafure thofe 
Species, which by the Confent of Men 
in moft places of rhe World are agreed 
} to be the common Standard and Mea- 
| fure ofall other things, was introduced 
Jwith the Deftruétion of the Roman 
| Empire, by the Goths Vandals, and 
other Barbarous Northern Nations 
y through the Craft of the Jews and Lon- 
bards of thefe dayes, who made ufe of 
) the Ignorance of the Times, and the 
1 Neceffities of feveral Paultry Princes,un- 
} der whom they lived ; to their own par- 
ticularadvantage, but to the inexprefs- 
able prejudice of the general commerce, 
-perfwaded thofe Princes, and notafew 
among the giddy and unthinking Croud 
| that the giving their Money another or 
| better 
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As to many others, {0 this unac- 
countable Conceit hath been very pre- 
judicial to this Nation, and altho’ we 
{ee at thisday, that the Pownd sterling in 
England, the Liver in France, the Gilder 
in Holland and other places, and the 
Pound Scots here, which were Origi- 
nally near, if not quite the fame thing, 
@re not a peny the better for their ditt 
ferent names, but fo far the worfe as 
they createan uncertainty and difficul- 
tyincommerce. Yet we find another 
alteration of our Money in the Year 


— 


1686. by which our Pound frerling is 


debafed or funk to about Fight and a 
Third per Cent. below that of the Ez- 
glifo value. Which alteration hath ever 


fince,befides other difadvantages,been a 


fenfible addition to the Impofition upon 
this Kingdom, in the matter of Exchange; 
but finceany alteration in Money,which 
way foever it be, is a real lofs toa 
Country; whether the reduceing the 
ftandard back again to what it was, or 


fixing it where it now is, would be leaft 


prejudicial to the Nation? is a queftion 
not eafily determined, and which a 
Coun- 


( 877») 
Council of Trade, atter due Inquiry and 
"Examination of the Matters of Fa&t re- 
lating thereunto, will be the beft and 
—moft capable Judges. 

The Alterations,Confufions, or uncer- 
taintysinthe Moneys, orinthe Weight 
and Meafures of a Country, altho’ they 
be of the moftinfenfible; Yet are they 
of the moft pernicious confequences to 
Traaeand Commerce. In the matter of 
Money, we may have fome pro{peét of 
the quantity, and nature of the mifcheif, 
if we confider that in moft Countrys, 


} the Current Moneys, doth not exceed . 
} one Twentieth part of the other Ef 
} fects, fo that any Impofition or Dith- | 
} cultys on the Moneys, doth not only 

} dire€tly affeethis one, buclikewile the 
other Nineteen parts, whereof it is the : 
Meafure and Standard: Whereas when 4 
Im pofitions,' Alterations or Difficulties 
| happen unto, or come upon any other 
| part ofthe Stock, or Effects of a Coun- 


try, it for the moft part affeéts that 
part only, where it directly falls or lyes. 
From which it may be reafonably con- it 
— cluded, that whatever the prefent Fvench of 
| Kung 


| ORD 
‘King, raifed by his late Impofitions 


on the Alterations of Money, hath | 


done atleaft Ten times the prejudice to 


France, that the Sums could have done. 


‘when raifed another way ; but this by 
being often done in that Kingdom, hath 
gained Credit by time and frequent 
practife, and we know Conceits thus 
acquired and rooted, are not eafily part- 
ed with, even by particular Men, and 
much lefs by Nations. 

The Money of this Kingdom, which 
is in weight and finenefs under the 
Standard, hath certainly done more 
mifchief anually to the Nation, for {e- 
veral Years laft paft, not only then all 
the lofs would be incrying itdown,and 
the Expence of recoining thereof, but 
perhaps then the very nominal value of 
all that kind of Species; fo it is rea- 
fonably propofed, to be called in, 
and recoined,. the lofs whereof will be 
but very inconfiderable, and this but 
for once, and perhaps will fallas eafily 
and equally on the poffeffors of thefe 
Species, as any other way it could be 
raifed. 

The Laws prohibiting the Exporta- 

tion 
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tion of Money, are allo very pernicious 
to a Country, and have juft a contrary 
effect, to what is at leaft pretended, to 
bedefigned bythem, which is to keep 
the Money in the Country. Since be- 
| fides the other prejudices this naturally 
} brings to Trade, which are too many 
) here to enumerate, in our particular, its 
) the main caufe of the grievous lois we 
} are commonly at in the Exchange. 
} Now for clearer light in this matter, 
} it ought tobe confidered, that abaring 
} accidents which happen but feldom,and 
f are inconfiderable, in the whele, there 
§ are but three things, which can naturally 
1 occafion lofs by Exchange or therein re- 
@ ceiving lefs thea the real Value of the 
Money ofa Country. That is to fay,the 
}) fuppoled Expence of Carriage, frem the 
different places, the fuppofed Rifque or 
| the Hazard of this Conveyance, and the 
 Ufe or Intereft for the forbearance of 
} this Money, forthe time its{uppofed to 
be lying out, and that all thefe three to- 
gether, reafonably {peaking, berween 
| this and Lozdox, can hardly amount to 
above three per Cet at moit; So that at 
| higheft the Hundred Poundsin Loxdex 
| faa ought. 
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ought never to exceed One Hundred 
Eleven anda Third,or thereabouts here 
at Edinburgh, | 

Now iffrom thence it thal] be asked, 
how and:from what reafonsthen doth 
our Exchange comes to rife to our pre- 
judice, even to Fifteen, Sixteen, and 
fometimes much higher. To this’ it 
may be An{wered, that this likewife 
comes by three things, of which we 
our felvesare the Canfe. As if. By 
the uncertainty of our Money in Ge- 
neral, fince the alteration in the Year 


1686. 2d. By the Corruption or 


fome of our Coin in Particular. Bat 
in the Third place, efpecially and above 
all, by the Reftraint on the Exportas 
tion, For we may be fure the Merch- 
ant, Exchanger or Moneyer Confiders 
ol, and puts a Value upon all thefe 
things. | | 

So that this Thread bare fhift of Re- 
itraint,is fo far from hindering theExpor- 
ation as pretended ; that befides its other 
inconveniencies, which are more infen- 
fible, on the one hand it incourages, and 
even forces, not only the Exportation, 


but real lofs, of as much as Foreigners | 


of being hedged cut, but never of 
being hedged in, by Reftraints, Coer- a 
tions, and Prohibitions. i 


One is to ‘Ten, of the value of the reftof 
| the Induftry ofthis Kingdom. And con- 
fidering the Influence Duties and Diffi- 
| culties on the Navigation of a Country 


| 
i 


in, fince we may, be fure no body 4 


Trade and the Meafures thereof , 
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eet, of what we are impofed upon in the 
Fxchange,on thataccount: As likewife 
as much as we are obliged to pay to 
them for running the real Species, when 
its found neceflary to carry it out,and on 
the other hand, it hinders the Importa- 
tion of any Gold or Silver,but what muft 
by fome neceffity or other be brought 


would wifh his Money, no more \ 
than his Perfon in a Prifon: And need | " 
not doubt but Money as well as Men, a 
inclines to be where beft ufed, and " 
under leaft Reftraint, and that as ’ 


is Originally and Naturally Found- 4 

ed, in the Common Confent of Men, | 

fo it ever was and will be, capable a 
\ 


By what we have been able to learn, on Propofal 
the Exportations and Importations, are *” 
not above one Eleventh Part, or but as 


have 
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have upon all the other parts of the 
{nduftry and Improvements thereof, it 
may be reafonably concluded, that 
whatever part of the Cuftoms or other 
Duties, lyes upon this part of our In- 
duftry, may be near if not quite as 
heavy upon the Improvement of this 
Kingdom, asTen times fo much raifed 
on the Confumption, and therefore it 
is, that by this Fifth Propofal, all Du- 
tiesand Impofitions, excepting one per 
Cent of the value, by the name of Entry 
Money, is Propofed to be taken off, 
from the Exportations in General, as 
alfo from the Importation of all fuch 
Growths, Produéts , Goods and Merch- 
andizes, as can be Manufactured or 
Meliorated, or fhall not be Confumed 
in this Kingdom. But thaton the con- 
trary, all Foreign Liquors, ond other 


Goods and Merchandizes, Confumed | 


inthis Kingdom, may pay double the 
Impofitions they now do. 

By this means the Nation will be 
equivalent to a free port, fince the 
weight of the Duties will effectually be 
taken from the Induttry, and put upon 
the Confumption, where they naturally 
; ought 


; 


# 
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ought toly. And yet confidering that 
the Duties on the Confumption will be 
doubled: And the Life and Encour. 
J ment this will give to Navigation, 
whatever may happen fortwo or three 
‘Yearstillthings be fettled ; Yet upon the 
whole, His Majefties Revenue, inftead 
of being prejudiced will be confiderably 
benifited thereby. 
By this means we may not only be 
capable of giving folid Encouragement 
to our Manufaétures ac Home, but the 
fupperfluities of the one part of the Na- 
}tion, might prudently be brought to 
contribute confiderably towards the 


- 
| 


y arein 

rmnicious 

| tothe Regular 

Courfe of Induftry, and the due Corre. 

\(pondence and Commerce of Stas 
| An 
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And by which, inftead of Inlarging | 
and Increafling our Correfpondence 
Abroad, we fhould put our felves ina } 
ftate of Enmity with all or moft Trad- | 
ing Nations, and not only fo but moft 
part of the little Shipping we have {till 
remaining, and of the few People we 
have yet in Bufinefs would be put quite | 
out of theirBias. Since we {hould hereby | 
difable them from one Trade, before we | 
learnt or provided them with another. 
By Multiplying of Oaths, Searches, Dan- | 
gers and Difficulties, upon what For-— 
eign andDomeftick ‘Trade fhould be {till - 
left, ic will be quite wrung out of the © 
Hands of Honeft and Capable Men, 
and abandoned to fuch Defigning and — 
Intriguing Knaves, as can or rather 
will afford us, not their Goods and 
Merchandizes, but their Oaths and 
Perjuries at the lowelt price. q 
~ But it’s hop’d, thefe and the like 
mifchievous confequences, tothe Trade 
of the Kingdom in General, and to_ 
His Majelties Revenue in Particular, | 
will be prevented by the Eftablifhing of 
a Council of Trade, who may have both — 


Power and Means, not only to Deliver 
| the 


Si tem xt 
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the Nation from the fe Yar of thefe 
'New Fetters, but likewife from -the 
‘Weight and Intanglements of the Old; 
who the more and deeper they enter 
‘upon due Examination and Scrutiny,of 
thefe or the like things, the more they 
will naturally find, that its not by little 
‘fhifts or tricks, but by downright Dili- 
gence and Induftry , thatthe Trade ofa 
Country can be Supported or Improved. 
Since the Farming the Cuftoms and 
‘Foreign Excife, is in 1 the Nature of the 
thing not only of Pernicious Confe- 
| quence to the Trade, but whatever it 
‘may feem, from the {cruing things up 
| to an Extremity fora time, yet certain- 
i ly at long run itis likewife hurtful to 
} that Revenue of His Majefty, and there-. 
fore by the 6¢/ Article hs this Propofal, 
the prefent Farm or Tack thereof, is 
| propofed to be broken, and that the faid 
Cuftoms or Foreign Bxcife may not be 
hereafter let to Farm. 
| If the Foreign Trade of this King- 
dom, fhould come to be fertled as here 
| Propofed, a new Book of Rates, or at 
leaft confiderable Alterations in the Old 
might be neceflary; the Regulating 
Aa and 


On Propofal 
6th. 
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and Adjufting whereof may,be proper 
Work fora Council of Trade. | 
since by thisLoofe and Irregular Tye 
of the Union of the Crowns without] 
the’ Addition of that of the Hearts, | 
“Hands, Induftry and Civil Interett of 
thele Nations.” This Kingdom hath | 
“not only been deprived of the Imperial | 
deat of its Government, but therewith 
loft’the ordinary means* of Counte- 
‘nanceing and Prote@ting its Foreign 
“Tradé by Naval Force, Ambafladors 
Refidents and fuch like, wherefore as 
much as poffible to fupply this natural 
defect. It is hereby propofed, that an 
Artificial Security be formed upon the 
Cuftoms and Foreign Excife, which 
was, is, and in the nature ofthe thing 
ought only and Chiefly, to be granted 
and fettled for the Prote@tion and Se= 
curity of Foreign Trade. | 
And confidering our late ufage and 
prefent Circumftances, it might not” 
be unreafonable to expect, that this _ 
Fund fhould be extended to the In- 
{urance of the Ships and Effeéts of this 
Kingdom, even from the Dangers and 
Accidents of War; But fince . this 
: might 
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and confilerable prejudice to that Re- 
venue, or give Umbrage or Diffatis. 
faction to His Majefty, it’s therefore 
mot infifted upon, but only propofed 
that this Fund may for the F uture, re- 
main as a Security againft fuch unegrate- 
ful and more than barbarous Treat. 
ments, as this Nation hath lately me 

with from, or at leait on the Account 
ot by Reafon of fome of its Superb 
and Difdainful Neighbours. And fince 
Ets hop’d that fuch Infra€tions will never 
Ieeain be repeated; wherefore altho? 
what is here defired may be a Solid 
and SatistactorySecurity to HisSubjects, 
vet can it not be any real or fenfitle lofs 
or hazard to His Majelty. 

By the Introduction to this, as like- 
wifein the Reafons upon the Seventh 

fend Eight Articles of the Second Pro- 
pofal; we have touched upon the par- 
ticular Advantages to,and the Advance- 
ment of His Majefties Revenue by this 
Conftitution and Fund, ta which it 
may be added, That the Eftablifhment 
hereof will be the moft Efe@ual Mes ns 
pf avoiding the Pernicious Effe@s of 
| Aa 2 thefe 


might at one time or other, be a real 


In Propofal 
7th. 


é 
ire Reftraints and Prohibitions ; By | | 
which the little Trade and Induaftry yet} 
remaining, and therewith His Maie- } 
{ties Revenue, isin danger of receiving | 
an Irreparable Lofs and Prejudice. 

And fince His Majefties Revenue is, 
all things confidered, not only capable, 
of receiving proportionable, but even” 
greater Advantages by this Confticu-- 
tion, then the other Effects of this Na-- 
tion, thefe {mall and precarious Branch- | 
es thereof, Propofed by the Fourth and | 
Ninth Articles ofthe Second Propofal, | 
to be Appropriated to this Fund, will) 
hardly amount to His. Maiefties fhare of | 
this National Stock; Confidering which” 
andthatthefe fmaller Revenues ie, 
naturally be capable of yielding near, 
if not quite double the Adv antage tO | 

the Council of Trade, they can to His} 

| Mayjefty, and yet be eafier to the Sub- 
jet then hitherto. The Glory HisMa,} 
jefty will have, and the Intereft he will 
Gain in the Affcétions of His People, in | 
Contributing His part to this Fund: | 
And therewith towards Repairing the | 
Lofles of the Company and Nation, in” 
thew late Attempe of Foreign Trade, 
We 
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we fay confidering ‘hots things toge- 
ther, this will be found fo far from be- 
-inga lofs, that it’s capable of being one 
of the Wifeft, moft Political Advant- 
| ageous, and Benificial Conceffions, that 
was ever made by a Prince. — 


And as we have ventured to fay, 
thatic would’ be His Majefties Intereft, 
not only to concur in, but even frank- 
ly and generoufly, to contribute to this 
or the like National Conftitution, fo on 
the other hand, Prudence and Difcre- 
tion, as well'as Duty and Gratitude, 
ought to incline all thofe who are or 
fhall be Well-wifhers to this Defign, 
and therewith to their Country, in the 
firft propofing, and inthe whole pro- 
erefsthereof, to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vours towards rendering it worthy of 
our Sovereigns Gracious Inclination, 
and Royal Regard, totake care, that 
his Revenue, inftead of receiving any 
prejudice or Diminution may rather be 
avemented, or at leaftIncreafe, in pro- 
portion to the good Things His Maje- 
{ty fhall do, or Gracioufly concur in, 
for the Retrieving our Company and 
Nation. 

The 
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The Natural as well as Political con- 


currence of a Prince, is highly neceflary 
ifnot to the being, atleaftto the well- 
being, of fuchan Infant defign as this, 
His Majefties Hearty andCheerfulCoun- 
tenance, and Royal Favour, iscapable 


of giving, great Life Vigour and Tran- 


quility, to an Affair of this Naturé, 
whereas the leaft coldnefs, or diflatis- 
faction, can hardly fail of having quite 
contrary Effects, This Conftitution,and 
thefe Defigns will doubtlefs be incoun- 
tred with many and heavy Difcourage- 
ments, and Dilticulties, but, efpécially 
un thew Infancy and Beginnings, and 
aé tothefe Natural Obitacles, which we 


may reafonably expect, that of aftrugle: 


in OurConftitutionfhould beadded,there 
could be but little hope of good fuccefs, 
even under better circumftances of 
things, or Difpofitions and Qualifica. 
tions of Men, thea we ¢an at prefent 
pretend unto. : 

The more things of this nature are 
fated and rendered agreeable to all the 
perts of the Confticution of a Coun- 
try, the more they may be expected to 
be fuccefsful durable and happy, pis 
elpes 
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efpecially, both as to Matter and Man- 
_ ner,they ought to be made as acceptable, 
} and eafy to the Prince as poffible,and not 
fo much as.feem to be wrefted from 
‘tim, _ fince the leaft difcouragement of 
_ the Sovereign, in fuchan Affair as this 
willbe apt toRecoil,and lye heavy upon 
the Improvement and progres thereof. 
_.. Therefore, thofe who would concern 
themfelves to have the Grievances of 
} their Country Redreft, in order to their 
~antended Work, ought in the firtt place 
and elpecially to lay afide any thing 
j that fhall but feem like Anger, Rancor, 
or Refentment, fince thefe Pafions do 

not obly Tranfport Men beyond them. 
-felves, and deveft them of their Reafon 
but the very appearance thereof, gives 
Umbrage to the Jealous, Difcourage- 
ment to the more unthinking, and Op- 
| portunitys and Advantages, tothe more 
| defigning fort of Men. 
|. ’Vistruein a cafe like that of ours, 
“tis noeafy matter to compofe the Mind, 
| 2nd govern the Pafions, our late unac- 
countable ufage at Lowdon at Hamburg, 
and in the Indies, the long palliating 
thereof, andthe delay of juftice here- 
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snare things hardly to. be born. But | 


whatever the nature of our Treat- 
ment, or the Aggravations may have 
been, the fenfe we ought tohave of our 
prefent Condition, of our Country, of 
Pofterity, Religion, Liberty, and all 
that is, or can be dear to Men or 
Nations, oughtto oblige us, in this time 
of our Adverfity, Diltrefs and Danger 
to have Recourfe to the Diétates of our 
Reafon, and not to give way to, or in. 
dulge our Paffions, but to Calm and 
compote our Minds, fo as to become 
capable of advifing about, and thinking 
a of Remedy or Redrefs. 

We ought to confider that as Rage 
and Reafon, are oppofite to the nature 
of one another, fo Revengeful Refent- 
mentsand Redrefs alwayes were and 


will ever be inconfiftant, that by thefe - 


means private Men ‘are not only 
brought in danger of loffing their 
Aimes, but evenPrincesand great Men 
of lofing their Crowns and Dignitys,and 


thatthe true Reafon, why popularCom- | 


plaints and ftrugles, altho’ never fo 

welland juftly grounded, come fo {el- 

dom to good and fo often to a great a 
O 


I 


: 


) 


: 
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of Mifchief, is becaufe Men ‘in fuch 


cafes are oftimes more apt, to follow the 


|~Didtates of their Rage then of their 


Reafon, and rather inclinable to grati- 


fy their Paffions and Appetites by the 
way, then heartily to puriue the Pub- 
tick Good they pretend unto. 


In fuch Times, or on {uch occafions, 
the two Extreams the over-cold, and 
the overwam Difpofitions of Men, 
ought equally to be avoided, which 
altho? they appear more different, 
then the Eaft from the Weft, yet 
like other Extremitys, they are not only 
apt to beget, but by traverfing of 


Ground, or upon occafion they are apt 
to be tranformed into one another. 


This is not plainer, or more frequent 


in any thing then in flare Affairs, we 
inthis Century have feen a Forty One 
 preduce a Sixty One, and that again 
produce an Highty Hight, we have 
found by experience, that thofe who 
areviolent in every thing will be con- 
| ftantin nothing, and have had Reafon 


to know that Angry Men are never fit 
for Bafinefs, but leaft ofall in Angry 
times. 

Bb How 
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_ How much then is every goodCoun- 
try-men concerned equally to avoid the 
influence of thofe, whomay be forad-. 
journing our prefentRedrefs,and for do- 
ing nothing,or at leaft nothing to purpofe 
towards Retrieving the low and diftreft 
Circumftances of our Company and Na- 
tion, and of thefe who may endeavour to 
difable us from doing ofany thing, by 
per{wading usto grafp at every thing, 
or may be for finding of many Faults, 
and but few Amendments,or who from 
their being for keeping up,and inflam- 
ing the prefent Animofities and difcon- 
tents may be averfe to Prudent Moderat 
and healing things: But as thefe who are 
Lovers of their Country, ought on this 
occafion toendeavour to be of a Mode- 
derate fedate, and healing temper, fo 
they ought notto be for tampering 
with,, and palliating thefe matters, but 
for fubftantialand effectual chings, and 
{uch as will be really fatisfa€tory to the 
Nation, but efpecially, that the Trade 
thereof, upon which the Complaints of 
the laft Five Years have been founded, 
may be fully fettled, regulated and {e- 
cured, as being foundamental unto, ang 
: the 
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the only thing capable of furnifhing us 


with Regular Means, and even Difpo- 


- fitions for all other Retormations. 


Weought not only to begin with 


Trade, as the moft fundamental to 
us in this Kingdom, and to which 
we have the plaineft and cleareft Call 
but as our part of a thing, thae at this 


b) 
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day is capable of making greater Alte- 
-Yations inthe’ World then the Sword, 
and may beft enable us, to ftrengthen 
the hands of our King inthis dangerous 
time, and put usina Condition of con- 


tributing our part to the Defence and 


‘Support of Religion and Liberty, in- 


{tead of being what our oppreffors feem 


to havedefigned viz. Their Back-Door 


to letin Mifchief. 
Altho’ Heaven and Earth Calls upon 


usat this time, to Defend'and Vindicat 
our Rights and Libertys in particular, 
and to take effeétual care, that this 
Kingdom may be under other anid more 
tolerable Circumftances; -with our 
| Neighbour Nation in the next Age, 
° ° ae 

then it hath been in this, yet the meafures 


to be taken, even withreélationtothem 


ought not to be Inflaming, but Healing 
a eae fince 
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fince we are: Embarked in’ one com- 
mon Caufe, the Defence of Religion | 
and L, ibetty where every good Subject 
ought to play his part, let therefore our 
Deportment ; in this matter be tuch as 
may be capable of convinceing, that 
weare not Only in the right in point of 
Fact; bur likewife in point of Good 
Condi ua, and Management — 

By this means, we may jultly expect 
to convince all the honeftand pnpreju- 
diced part, of Mankind, that the 
Dutt raifed. again us, and our 
proceedings hath partly, proceeded 
from the unwearied Solicitations of 
Self feeking aon apa, vw ho common- 
ly meafure the whole Trade, and extent 
of the Improvement of the Universe | 
not by risa nature of the thing, but by 
thelr own narrow and Abftraéted No- 
tions 5 Conceits or Circumftances, 
and partly from another. fort of Men, 
who are wondetful nice, and dexte- 
rous atthe making and finding of - dir 
ftinGtions, where they are not, but 
fomwhat dull and heavy at finding 
them where they really are. 

‘Thefe Men who have’ been, and it 
feems 
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feems ftill are able to diftinguifh, not 
only between the interefts of Kingdoms 
ficuate in the fame Ifland, under the 
fame King, profefling the fame Reli- 
gion, {peaking the fame Language, and 
iw the Diftinction-makers would let 
them, having the fame Inclinations for 
the Publick and Common Good, but 
even between the Interefts of Sovereign 
Princes,and their Subjects,and in which 
they have already had fuch fuccefs as to 
bring this their Jeft to good Earneft, with 
Relation tothe Intereftof Two of our 
Kings, and their Kingdoms, and all 
this within the Memory of Man. 

Our Wife and Prudent Conduét in 
this matter, may be capable of con- 
vinceing the good Subjects of thefe 
Nations, that the Oppofitions and 
Treatment we have met with, hath not 
only been a fenfible, and not eafy to 
be repaired lofs of this, but of thefe 
Kingdoms, and that the influenceing 
part of our Oppofers at leaft in this 
cafe, have been no better Country-Men 
of the one Nation then they are ofthe 
other. 

They may thereby be convinced ~ 

the 
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the prefent as wellas future Advan 
tage, and even neceffity there is of the 
juft and equal Addition of the Hearts, 
Hands, Civil Intereft, and Common 
Care of thefe Nations, to this loofeand 
itregular “Tye of the Union of the 
Crowns, and by this means, removing 
that Fatal Handle by which Evil Dif- 
pofed Perfons of both Kingdoms, in 
keeping up thefe very Mis-underftand- 
ings and Animofities,which it was hop- 
ed theUnion of theCrowns would have 
taken away, have been fo often e- 
nabled, not only to Amufeand Diftraé& 
the People, Clog and Crufh their Indu- 
firy, but not feldom to wound and 
greatly indanger the Publick Liberty 
the which hath not been defended from 
theirAttempts,nor recovered from their 
Snares from time totime, without a 
vait Expence of Blood and Treafure 
The National proceedings of our 
Neighbour Kingdom, hath notfeldom 
been bad Preperatives to us,as ours have 
fometimes been to them, may we now 
then be fo happy, as at this time to AG 
like good Patriots, not only of a. part, 
but of the whale of thefe Nations, and 
bee may 
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may the proceedings of our prefent 
Parliament, be fuch asmay render us 
-eafy at Home, and Honoured and Re- 
{pected Abroad. 
| May this Parliament, who underHis 
~Majefties Gracious Influence,ufhered in 
the Bleffings of the lateGloriousR evolu- 
tion,thofe happy Inftruments of Reftor- 
ing ourChurch,the moft valuablePledge 
of theCivil, as well as of theReligiousLi- 
_ bertys of this Nation,they who have put 
usinto a Condition, not only of Com- 
- plaining when Injured, but even of Re- 
_dreffing of Grivancesin a Legal way. 
May they in concurrence with His 
Majefties Gracious Intentions, put 
the Trade and Induftry of this King- 
dom, on a profperousand fuccefstul 
Foot, may they be bleft and Ho- 
— noured with laying the top ftone,and fi- 
—nifhing that Glorious Work fo happily 
begun, fo as for ever hereafter, to Merit 
the Name ofthe Prudent, the W/fe, 
the Healing and Happy Parliament. 
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